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SOME 


OF-THE 


Holy Life and Pe 
OF 


Mr. Henxy Gear inG, 
Late Citizen of. Londor : 
Who departed/this Life Jarmury the 


4th. WR. TOR Aged/61; 


Py” £7 


By FO 70 HN"&4OW E] HOWER. 
The Second Edftion, 


With the Trial and CharaFer of al 


Real Chriſtian, colletted out- of 
his Papers, for the Examination 
of himſelf: From which ſeveral 
other Particulars are added, for 


the [nſtruFion, Encouragement and | 


Invitation of Chriſtians. 
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To my Reſpected Friends, 


Mrs. HannanGearinG, 

The Widow, \ 
AND 

Mrs. Mary Fi/her, 


Mrs. Eliz. Bullmgburſt, 
Mrs, Am Roberts, 


The Children of 


Mr. Henaey GEARING. 


Hen God bath taken any 

of our bolyRelations Pp 
us, who were wi for the Hea- 
A 2 wenly ; 


py Rh Nee Monſ frons, made meet for the 
WU Reft, Peace and Joy of of the up- 


"pr F, 
'- Joice in the Grace of God towards 
| 7 mY | them; with Thankfulneſs owning 
our "Tang that they lived ſo long 
| to glorifie God bere, and. be uſeful 


ery unreaſonable to lament ther 
Departure, but of any Pretence of 
our Aﬀeian tothem ; and no leſs 
unkin& to wiſh that for our ſakes 
they ſhould not bawe died, 'or 
* ould return from Paradiſe to our 
 fenful, troubleſome World. But 
= me &2ow they ſhall not come to 
' us; theonlyway therefore to meet 
them with Comfort, is to remem- 
Ger their Inſtructions, follow their 


arid imitate their Faith 
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"The Dedication. | 


hotter World, L oule re- 


#0 .us and others, It would be 


nd Holineſs, theis er _ 


= —— 


Crt t eto. OTE en SAID 


 Tho' in the former Relation it was 


| feignedly to walue and honour bis 
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Self-denial, __ hut \fer=.. k ; 
ſevering Obedience to God, ** © 


The Pres and. Pattern of 
ſuch an Husband, and of ſuch a 
Father as. yours, #. a Bleſſmg far. 
which God expects your P raiſes. 


enjoyed but. a little while ; long 
exough however to make you, Ma» 
dam, bleſs God. for him, and _un- 


Memory while you live. May bis 
Grace ſupply, end help you to im- 
prove this Breach, 


To. you his Children I moſt 
earneſtly recommend the following 
Papers : God and Man-will _—_ 
your profiting by them more t 
others. Tou know bow. muchyou 


4 Z were 


"vi, The Dedication. 
' were upon bis Heart : Tou know 
* bis Example and manner of Life, 
| and how you ought to walk and 
| pleaſe God : Ton have ſeen the 
” Beauty of Practical Godlineſs ex- 
| emplified; you know how fervent- 
” ly be was wont to wreſtle with 
* God in Prayer for you : Ton know 
* with wbat daily Pains and Care, 
Wiſdom, FailVfulneſs, and Love 
he endeawonred your Salwation ; 
rejoicing in any good Succeſs there- 
of, but hardly able to ſupport un- 
der the Burden of the contrary 
Fears, as to Any of thoſe whom 
God bad given bim. O dread to 
think that either of You, or any 
of Yours, ſhonld meet him at the 
Day of nent and be rejec- 
. Fedt of Chriſt, among the Workers 
of Iniquity, when both your P- 


rents 
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The Deere? 


rents ſhall be own'd, honour Cp hy 
rewarded among the Faithful. Man 
ordinary Hell will not be Puniſh- 
ment enongh for the Children yn 
ſuch Parents, if you niiſcarry and * 
fall ſhort of Heawen ! 


But if you ſeek after God Lo” 


your whole Heart defrring to pleaſe 


and ſerve bim, who was the God 
of your Fathers, for many Genera- 
tions ; if you are humble and pray- 
erful, and prize the Bleſſing of 
the Covenant, keep within the 
Bond of it, and mind the Duty 
of it ; your W ay is prepared, your 
Acceptance is aſſured, there is a 
Proſpect of more Grace and Con- 
ſolation for you and yours, as & 
double Bleſſing promiſed to the 
Childrens Children of ſuch as fear 
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vii The. Dedication. | 
the Lord. That you may experi- 


ence thu, and in order to it,  re- 
folve, that your Father's God 


ſhall be your God for ever and 
ever, © 's hearty Prayer of 


Your Afﬀectionate Friend, 


and Servant in the Goſpel, 


London, {KI 
Feb. 16. on 
"1116 94+ YL»: 
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A SHORT 
ACCU RE 
| Of the Holy LIFE of _ 
Mr. Henry Gearing, SCC. 


F there be Joy in Heaven among the 
Angels, and the bleſſed Inhabitants 
Above, upon the Converſion ot a 

Sinner z we may reckon there is ſo from 
time to time, upon the Addition to their 
Number of any ſuch, who by the Grace 
of God are made meet for the Heavenly 
State and Life.. Among many others, of 
late deceaſed, Mr. H. G. was doubtlels 
a very welcome Perſon. 

The too frequent Flattery of Funeral. 
Orations I know is a common Qbjection 
againſt ſpeaking or writing any thing of 
the Dead ; becauſe. many.are commended, 
whoſe Names are written in the Duſt,and 
deſerve to periſh with their own Dung. 
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A ſhort Aecount of 


But the Memory of the Juſt ſhall hory- 


ever be bleffed'; their Death is precious; 
andtheir Examples uſeful roall who knew 
them, and may be ſo to many others. It 
is. not, I confeſs, of every good Man or 
Woman that dieth, that we can ſpeak 
ſuch things as we may to the juſt Com- 


mendation of ſome. Neither is it fit to. 


publifh all the Good we can of every Bo- 
dy ; becauſe it may be they had ſome 
Blemiſhes that . will make the other in- 
credible, or leffen its Uſe. But Perſons 
of eminent Grace and Holinefs, are the 
choiceſt Works of God, the richeſt Or- 
naments, the moſt precious Jewels that 
can be ſhown.: For the meaneſt Saint 1s 
mcomparably more noble and honoura- 
ble than the greateſt Perſonages in the 
World, that are Slaves of Sin, and Ene- 


mies to God. But as one. Star differs. 


from another in Glory, there are ſome 


more; lvely Images of God; 'and who. 


better - imitate the Pattern of Chriſt, 
ſome Veſſels of Mercy filled with Grace 
above their Fellows. Of ſuch as theſe 
we ought to _ to the Glory of Di- 
vine Grace, There is an attraQtive In- 
fluence in their Pattern ; ſome goqd Sa- 
vour and Tmprefſfion may be left by- the 
ſerious Perufal of their Lives and Cha- 


ratter. Divers have dated their firft 


Con- 
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. under Convictions of Sin, and Fears of 


my 


Converſion from reading or hearing ſuch 3 
Relations. 

But as many an upright Chriftian,whoſe 
Funeral-Sermon | may be call'd to przach, 
will come far ſhore of the Spirit and 
Practice of Mr. G. ſo I reſolve to ſpeak 
more ſparingly of the Dead, in ſuch Dif: 
courſes, leſt I raiſe the Expe&ation of 
the like, where I cannot conicionably per- 
form it. And on the ſame Account, TI for: 
bear the mention of ſome things -which. 
He delired of me, and I complied with, 
becauſe I would not encourage others to 
delire rhe like. 

I hope the publiſhing of ſuch Exam- 
ples may be one means to confute, or 11- 
lence the Ar/e:/m of. the preſent Age, as 
it there were no Reality in Religion; that 
it is meer Notion and Talk, or a Cover for 
Hypocritie. An exemplary vittble Piety 
is proper to confute tuch Cavils, baffle 
{ach Prejudices, and convince the Minds . 
of Men, and bring them ſecretly to-wiſh 
that they themlelves were ſuch. It-is 
certain the unſurable Lives of. thoſe. who 
profeſs Religion, hath greatiy ſtumbled 
and hardened many-in their Protanenefs. 
9ome of no ordinary Parts or Education, 


Hell upon- a: Dearh-bed, have: told me, 
that the wickedLives of tuch as pretended 
x to 


v.38; 
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xt 4 ſhort Account of 


to: Religion, ' had more hindered their 
Seriouſneſs than all the Quirks and Sub- 
tilttes, ' or 'bold - Attempts of ſuch as 
would overthrow the Principles of Chri- 


ny: 

Belides, ſerious well-diſpoſed Chriſti- 
ans will be encouraged by the Example 
and Commendation of ſuch, after whoſe 
Copy they defire towrite. Thanks be to 
Gad, they are zot a few, even in this Age, 


of whoſe ML Lives there are divers. 


Paſſages fit to be- publiſhed : And tho? it 
would be endleſs:to write all their Lives, 
= now and then to ſet forth a bright 

xample. may be of fingular Advantage. 


- Such-as knew this, or the other Perfon- in 


particular, "and were: themſelves Wit- 
neſles- of the Truth of ſeveral things re- 
lated, will be more apt to- be influenced 
by ſuch an Account, ' than by the like, or 
greater things related of others, who have 


- been dead: many Years ago, or theirLives., 


written” by: fuch who never perſonally 
were. acquainted w .h' them. And by 
fuch Examples we ſee that ſtrift and #&- 


>rious Religion is poſſible ; and that it 
. your:Hearts are 'ſet to pleaſe God, it-is 


not to 'be defpaired of: 
It I can by the foHowing Narrative 


"Excite any" to value and' improve their 


T:ze better, whereof he was ſo very 
choice 
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choice and careful : If I can blow up'any 
Coal of that Divine Fervor and Zeal to 
God, that warm'd his Heart ; if I can 
hut provoke any to mend their Pace, by 
conlidering how ſhort they come of what 
he was, and did, I ſhall think I did wel 
to publiſh it. 

However, as the Word of God deli- 
vered in the Holy Scriptures, and dif- 
| penſed in the Miniſtry thereof, hath di- 
vers and contrary Ef#tects upon difterent 
Subjects, from which God will raife his 
own Glory ; ſo will it be witt: this Re- 
| tation. But it the Reader gain no Ad- 
vantage by the peruſing of it, he muſt 
blame himſelf for not confidering, and 
applying it with ſutable RefteQtions. For 
he may here find the Deſcription of 4 
Rea/ C: rfl, atrue Nathamet, an Iſra- 
elite indeed 

[ am: not very ſolicitous toavow my 
Integrity as to the Truth of every thing 
related ; becauſe, befides what I have al- 
ſerted of him from my own Knowledge, 
all that have lived in his Family, and ma- 
ny others of his Acquaintance in this City, 
will readily ſubſcribe to the Truth of 
the reſt' : Tho” the beſt Diſcovery of him 
is whatis tranſcribed from bzs own Papers. 
For who can know the inward State and. 
Frame of another Man's Soul, but. by his 
own 
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own Declaration of it ſome way or other » ; 
It muſt be opened ſome way or other by | 
himſelf, or it cannot he publiſhed ane 
* made known to others, Lhe inmoſt Se- 
__crets of a Man's Heart towards God can- 
not be ſo well known by the ſtricteſt Ob- 
| ſervation of other Men.. 
. What 1 have gathered*out of his own 
Manuſcripts, is publiſhed wathour alter- 
ing any thing material in'the Expretiions, | 
unleſs here and there one Word, where | 
the Phraſe was dark, or ſubject to Am: 
| biguity.. It in ſome things there ſeems. 
not that Exactnefs which iome Readers 
-woulddehire,it ought to be conjidered,that 
there are other Readers to whom they 
"may be more {atable, who. are not to be | 
-negledted. And as to his: manner of 
. Expreſhng himlelt, you muſt remember | 
he was a plain Citizen, and one who.had 
no need of a polith'd. Stile, or any Ad- . 
vantages to gain it. Belides, what he. | 
wrote was only for -the Comfort of his {| 
.own Soul; and, it: he: had any farther 
Eye, for the uſe of thoſe of his own Fa- 
mily.z whole Love and” Regard: to him 
might imprint deeper on their Minds and | 
Hearts what was done by him, tho? with: 
leis Accuracy than by another Hand. 


After: 


A ſhort Acconn-of © 
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the Life of My. H. Gearing 


After all, I here pretend not to lefſer- 


the Honour and Commendation of any 
other holy Ferſons lately deceaſed, or of 
any ſuch yet-living : For, in ſubſtance, 
the Character of one will ſute the Hearts 
and Lives of all the reft. Bur all up- 
right Chriſtians do not walk with God 
in their daily Courſe, as did this þo/y 
Man. T may call him fo, tho' I do nor 
ſay he was perfett : For a greater than he, 
Elias, was fabjett to like Paſſions and In- 
firmities with us. Fhe beſt Saints on 
Earth are bur imperte&ly ſanttified, their 
Knowledge is impertect, their Love im- 
perfect, their Selt-denial impertett; they 
have Remainders of Corruption, and ac- 
cording to the difterent Temperament 
of their Bodies, Circumſtances and Con- 
ditions of Life, they are ſubject ro many: 
Weakneſſes, and are ſenhible of them: 
But the Grace they receive by conſtant 
Prayer, and Dependance, and the Care 
and Watchfulneſs they are enabled ro 
uſe over their Hearts, and Words, and 
Senſes, and againſt the Occaſions of Sin, 
| them from any great Tranſgret- 

ns, and quickly recovers. them trom 
leſſer ones. 

[ therefore hope I ſhall not be blamed 
for not mentioning his Infirmities and 
Failings, becauſe I know not how the 

| | Reader's 
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i A ſhort Account of 


Reader's Benefit and Advantage would 
be thereby promoted ; It hath been ob-- 


© _ ferved to this purpoſe, that. the Vertues, 
= * the Graces. the. Perfections: of our Bre- 


thren ſet before our View, may be pro- 


rto'nouriſh our-Humility, ſuppreſs our. 
tide, and invite.our Imitation : But to- 


divulge their Faults would rather further 
our Security, and advance our Selt-con- 
ceit. And as to this Excellent Perſon. his 
Watchfulneſs and Temperance, his De- 
votion and Diligence, his Mortification 
and Zeal tor doing good, argued a very 
great Purity of Mind and Heart ; and his 
careful Improvement of his Time left 
little Vacancy fox Temptation to fill up. 
No very great Faults be ſure could dwell 
with ſuch ftri Examination of himſelf 
every Day, as he. continued to ule till; 
within for Days of his Death. Bur that 
being all written 72 Short-Hand, what 
might have been from thence added to 
his Character, or tranſcribed : for the 


Imitation or Inſtruction of others, is 


wholly loſt. "This in the general. will be 
owned by thoſe who were beſt acquainted 
with him, that. human Infirmities and 
Imperfections excepted, his Life-was one 
even. Thread of ſerious Godlineſs, from 
Morning to Night, trum the beginning 
of the Week, and Month, and Year, $0 
the 
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the end, in all Relations, in all Compa- 
nies, and in all Aﬀairs. | i 


He was born at Leachlad i7 Gloceſter- 
ſhire, and baptized there, March the 5th. 


An. 1632. Hzs Father, My. Henry Gearing, 
was a Shop-keeper, or Mercer, in that. 


Town ; and for his extraordinary Pri 
dence and Piety, reſpetted, honoured, and 
loved by Perſons of all Perſwaſions. There 
are not wenting thoſe now living. who can 
ſay.of the Father's Houſe, what ſeveral 
now to be true of the Son's, That it was 


a Nurſery of Religion, a little Temple of 


God, and they thank God they were ever 
caſt under that Roof. It was the Expe- 


rience of *one, whoſe hoar 


, * My Honoured 
Head i the way 0 Righte- Friend, Mr. 7o- 


ouſneſs is a Crown of Glo- ſhuaGearing,Sen, 
ry,w1th whom our Mr.Gear- 
ing _/erved his Apprenticeſhip : He in his 


younger Tears boarded in his Father's Houſe 


at Leachlad, and reckons the Example of 


bzs holy'Life to have beex @ ſingular Blef- 
Jing ig" in his Youth. His-pious Fa- 
ther Wed of a Conſumption, when this Son 
w.24 about the Age of Thirteen. As did 


his Unk/e, Mr. Simon Gearing, bis Father*s. 


elder Brother, about fix Tears after. | H#: 
Mother, Mrs. Ann Gearing, was /1kewiſe 
an eminent Chriſtian, and died at Rams- 
berry 


the Life of My. H.'Gearing. xvif 
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4 berry ix Wiltſhire, January zbe $th. 1669, 
| and was there buried. 


But to return to him of whom I 172 now 
further to ſpeak, It pleaſed God to begin 
very early with him, before he came to .on- 
don, when. he was about Twelve or Thir- 
teen Tears old, God doth often ſo bleſs a 
good Education of Children ; and would oft- 
ner'do jt, if Parents would-be careful todo 
their Duty-in this Particular. with Wi/dom 
and: Foithfulr. ſs There: were ſuch Di/- 
coveries,. 44 Iam-informed, of. his ſerious 
Godhne/s in'his:Vouth; a" were-obſerwed 
by: many, to the\ Admiration- of; the Grace 
of God,. He: began betimes to; ſeek after 

od and Chriſt : "The ſe: were bes beſt Days 
- onde comfortably fourd inn whow:his Soul 
loved. The Pleaſure; the: Advan: ze, the 
Succeſs and Comfort of . Devotedneſs to 
God 11 our Youth, 3s. beyond all Expreſſion, 


When be came toLondon, God direfed 
_ end. ſettled him as an Apprentice wit) his 
Confin Mr. Joſhua Gearing, ws Wa . 

of. a 


toned, where he had the Advanta 

Religiousbamily,and conſtantly attended the. 
Sertus, affethonate Miniſtry of Mr. James. 
Nalton, who/e Name and Memory ts ſtill 
precious with many in this City. God was- 
pleaſed to bleſs his Pr eaching to bis effettual 


CONver« 
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creaſe the Seeds of Grace planted before- 


He ahrays thought be could never ſpeak 


with Honour and Aﬀeition enough of 
M7. Nalton, whom God had made jo uſe- 
ful to his Soul : He would frequently, to 
his ra ng Day, mention with what power- 
ful Impreſſions on his Conſcience*his Ser- 
mons were accompanied, how- he thought 
himſelf” in a Corner of Heaven under his 
Mymftry-; that he could" many trmes bave 
| whed to have pore _—_— to Heaven 

from the Place of Publick Worſhip, ſuch. 
a Preſence and Power off the Droine-Spt- 
rit did attend the be Our pine 
May the Refidue of this Spirit be more 
 Aentifully poured out on the Miniſters of 
Chrift 1m this City and'Nation, for the like 
Effetts on the Souls of Men ! 


He hath often ſpoken and writ, how 
ſweet and advantagious a Seaſon for Relt 
gion, the Time of his' Apprenticeſhip was : 
What Heavenly Thoughts and Meditations 
be frequently bad in the Shop, and behind 
ihe Conmter. He bath often profeſjed, that 
by reaſon of his Freedom at that time 
From Worldly Cares and Buſineſs, it was 
the beſt-Time he ever enjoyed for God and 
bis Soul in his whole Life. Hz bad then 
nothing elſe to do, but to ſerve God and 


pleaſe X 


the Life of My. H: Gearing. xixz' ® 
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Converſion, or rather to nouriſh and in+ 
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Pleaſe his Maſter, who was the more plea- 
fed with him, for loving and pleafing, and 
ſerving God. The Converſation' be had 
in Heaven by Ejaculatory Prayer, while _ 
he followed his Maſters Buſinefs, he bath 
often ſince refletfed on with Foy and 
Thanks, ſaying, He would not FA all the 
World but be - able to remember what he 
then enjoyed , for he never bad ſuch lrve- 
ly, comfortable, uninterrupted Commanion 
with God afterwards. Tho in his After- 
courſe he continued in this. Evidence of a 
Heavenly Mind and Heart, frequently to 
lift up: bis Soul to God, whatever Buſineſs | 
he was about, and whatever Company he 
was ir, He:hath ſometimes owned, that. 
he enjoyed as much. of God in his Thoughts,. 
while walking in.the Streets, as when be 
was upon bis Knees. - 


- When his Time was out, liz-chyſe 0-tar- 
arhole-- Year or more with his. Maſter, 
ng afraid left the World ſhould engreſs. 

too much of his Heart and Times, and bad” 

almoſt reſolved to retire into the Country, 

ro be out of the Danger of many Tempta- 

tions, and 10 have more Opportunities for. 

Meditation and Prayer. But judging (tru- 

Ipenough) that that was not the way ts be 

- uſeful in the World, 'nor could he bring (0+ 
much Glory. to God in a private retwed. 

Life, 
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Life, as byſettling in a Family and: Cab. - 
/ing, he accordingly did both... And choſe 
2 ſutable Compamon out. of 4 Religious 
Family, who deſired with him to make' Re- 
11g10n her Buſineſs ; and God was after- 
wards very kind to him 1n\the- like Choice. 


It was his Cuſtom coery Night to write 
down in Short-hand ſome of the moſt mate- 
rial Things of every Day relating to his 


Soul, as his Mercies, his Sins, the Frame 
of his Heart in Duty, gracious Returns-of 
. Prayer, ſpecial Providences to himſelf and 


others,'&c. He deſired every Night to he 
down in 'Expefation of Death, and Prepa- 
ration for it, tho* he were in perfett 
Health: And, through the Goodneſs of 
God, he enjoyed an extraordinary Mea- 
ſure of it for many Tears. So tÞat, till a 
little before his Death, I have heard him 
ſay, that he had not been above twice kept 
by Sickneſs, from hearing a Sermon on the 
Lord's Day, for the ſpace of Forty Years: 


To thgfe Chriſtians who have full leiſure 
for thifexcellent daily Work: of Self-exa- 
mination, and recording the Reſult of at, 
this Courſe would be'of unſpeakable Ad: 
ys * But l-arge it not upon all. 


"ws ſufficient to many to renew their Repen- 


tance for daily Failings, and record wt 
the 
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the extraordinary, and more remarkable Paſ- 
ages of their Linues, not having time to re- 
cord rhe ordinary Occurrences of every Day. 


But beſides what be did every Day, be fre- 
quently ſet apart whole Days with Falting 
and Prayer, to examine and try the State of 
bis Soul. Part whereof -be tranſcribed after- 
wards, tho" but a wery little part 3 which is 
here added, as containing the CharaQter and 
Trial of a Real Chriſtian, with the Rea- 
for of bu tranſcribing it. And 1 am perſwaded 
be did it with great Sincerity and Humili- 
ty 3" the rather, becauſe, when about a Month 
or fix Weeks before his Death, be was under 
ſome Darkneſs and Clouds, as to bu Evieen- 
ces for Heaven, and apprebended his Time on 


with me, more than once, about tbe State of 
hs Soul, (which Iſhall always remember wuh 
- Thankfulneſs to God i) in order to my making 
the better Fudg ment of his Caſe, be let me ſee 
ſome of thoſe Papers, written many Years be- 
fore, but ſends me a Letter the next Morning to 
recal them, mentioning his great Trouble af- 
rer I was gone, leſt what be had done ſavou- 
red of Pride, and ought rather to have been 
concealed. Such was the Tenderneſs of bs 
Conſcience in this, and in every thing. 


I ſhall 
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Earth would be but ſhort, he defired to diſcourſe 
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I ſhall ſay the t:fs concerning bis Examina- 
tion of himſelf, becauſe you hawe bere 
annexed a ſhort Account of the manner 
it. The lawfulneſs of trying our ſelves by 
Marks and Sipns of the Truth of Grace, 1 
bope wall not Lata when it is but to 
evidence the Sincerity of our Faith and Re- 
pentance, . «nd holy Obedience, while we 
aſcribe unto 'our Lord Jelus Chriſt what be- 
langs to bim, as our great High-Prieft. 41} 
that done by Chriſt without us, in order to 
our Salvation, may and ought to be diftin- 
guiſhed from what w done by the Spirit of 
Chriſt, and bu Grace within w ; becauſe 
there us a manifeſt difference berween what 
cauſeth our Acceptance with God, and rhat 
which is evidential of it, im order 10 our 
own Comfort, 


Hi Example in the ſtri& Obſervation of 
the Lord's Day. and conſcientions Faithful- 
nefs in his Family-Relations, barb been ta- 
ken notice of to the Edification of many. The 
Weekly Chriſtian Sabbath was honourable and 
efteemed by him ; be made it bus Delight. He 
remembred it before it came, by ſomething 
Preparatory in hu Family upon the Saturday 
Evening. He was early m the Morning on 
that Day in bis Cloſet, and likewiſe in Fami- 
ly ye with Prayer and Thankſgroing, 
and reading the Holy Scriptures, (whereof 


Children 
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own Declaration of it ſome way or other - 
It muſt be opened ſome way or other by 
himſelf, or it cannot he publiſhed and 
made known to others. The inmolt Se- 
crets of a Man's Heart rowards God can- 
not be ſo well known by the {tricte(t Ob- 
ſervation of other Men. 

What I have gathered-out of his own 
Manuſcripts, is publiſhed warhourt alter- 
ing any thiag material 1'the Expretiions, 
__ here and. there one Word. where 
the Phraſc was dark, or ſubject to Am- 
biguity. It in ſome things there ſeems. 
not that Exattnefs which ilome Readers 
would dehire,it ought to be conhidered, that 
there are other Readers to. whom they 
"may be more {utable, who- are not to be 
'negletted. And as to his- manner of 
 expreſhng himlelt, you muſt remember 
he was a plain Citizen, and cne who.had 
no need of a polith'd. Stile, or any Ad- 
vantages to gain it. Belides, what he. 
wrote was only for -the Comfort of his 
own Soul; and, it: he- had any farther 
Eye, fox the uſe of thoſe of his own Fa- 
mily., whole Love and Kegard-to him 
might imprint ns pa on their Minds and 
Hearts what was done by him, tho' with. 
leſs Accuracy than by another Hand. 


Atter 


v— 


En 


the Honour and Commendation of any 
other holy Perſons lately deceaſzd, or of 
any ſuch yet-living : For, in ſubſtance, 
the Character of one will fute the Hearts 
and Lives ot all the reft. Bur all up- 
right Chriſtians do not walk with God 
in their daily Courſe, as did this ho/y 
Man. TI may call him fo, tho' I do nor 
ſay he was perfett : For a greater than he, 
Elias, was ſubject to like Paſhons and In- 
firmities with us. Fhe beſt Saints on 
Earth are bur imperteCtly ſanCtificd, their 
Knowledge is impertect, their Love im- 
perfect, rheir Selt-denial imperfect; they 
have Remainders of Corruption, and ac- 
cording to the diftterent Temperament 
of their Bodies, Circumſtances and Con- 
ditions of Life, they are ſubject tro many: 
Weakneſles, and are ſenhible of them: 
But the Grace they receive by conſtant 
Prayer, and Dependance, and the Care 
and Watchfulneſs they are enabled to 
uſe over their Hearts, and Words, and 
Senſes, and againſt the Occaſions of Sin, 
reſerves them from any great Tranſgret- 
ons, and quickly recovers. them trom 
tefler ones. 

I therefore hope I ſhall not be blamed 
for not mentioning his Infirmities and 
Failings, becauſe I know not how the 
Reader's 
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Reader's Benefit and Advantage would 
be thereby promored : It hath been ob-- 
ferved to this purpoſe, that the Vertues, 


* the Graces, the. Perfections: of our Bre- 


thren ſet before our View, may be pro- 
rtoi'nouriſh our-Humility, ſuppreſs our. 
Pride. and invite.our Imitation : But to 
divulge their Faults would rather further 
our Security, and advance our Selt-con- 
ceit. | And as to this Excellent Perſon. his. 
Watchfulneſs and Temperance, his De- 
votion and Diligence, his Mortification 
and Zeal tor doing good, argued a very 
great Purity of Mind and Heart ; and his 
careful Improvement of his Time left 
little Vacancy fox Temptation to fill up. 
No very great Faults be ſure could dwell 
with ſuch ſtrict Examination of hinwelf 
every Day, as he continued to ule till; 
within for Days of his Death. But that 
being all written 77 Short-Hand, what 
might have been from thence added to 
his Character, or tranſcribed | for the 
Imitation or Inſtruction of. others, is 
wholly loſt. "This in the general. will be 
owned. by thoſe who were beſt acquainted 
with him, that, human Infirmities and 
Imperfections excepted, his Life-was one 
even. Thread of ' ſerious Godlineſs, trom 
Morning to Night, trom the beginning 
of the Week, and Month, and Year, " 
rene 
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the end, in all Relations, in all Compa-- 
nies, and in all Aﬀairs. wt 


He was born at Leachlad 77: Gloceſter- 
ſhire, and baptized there, March the 5th. 
An. 1632. Hzs Father, My. Henry Gearing, 
was 2 Shop-keeper, or Mercer, in that. 
Town ; and for his extraordinary Pri 
dence and Piety, reſpefted, honoured, and 
loved by Perſons of all Perſcoaſions, There 
are not wanting thoſe now living, who can 
fay.of the Father's Houſe, what ſeveral 
know 10 be true of the Son's, That it was 
a Nurſery of Religion, a little Temple of 
God, and they thank God they were ever 
caſt under that Roof. It was the Expe- 
rience of *one, whoſe hoary 
Head inthe way of Righte- We br 
ouſneſs is a Crown of Glo- fhudearity, en, 
ry,o1th whom our Myr .Gear- 
ing /erved bis Apprenticeſhip : He in hzs 
younger Tears boarded in his Fat hers Houſe 
at Leachlad, and reckons the Example' of 
bzs holy Life to have been @ ſingular Blef- 
ſing j@ him in his Youth. His pious Fa- 
ther Wed of a Conſumption, when this Son' 
was about the Age of Thirteen. As did 
his Unkle, Mr. Simon Gearing, bis Fathes*s.. 
elder Brother, about fix Tears after. | H#: 
Mother, Mrs. Ann Gearing, was /1kewiſe 
an emment Chriſtian, and died at _— 
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j: berry 77 Wiltſhire, January he 8th. 1669, 
and was there buried. 


. But to returnto him of whom 1 an now 
further to ſpeak, It pleaſed God to begin 
very early-with bim, before he came to Lon- 
don, when. be was about Twelve or Thir- 
teen Tears old, God doth often ſo bleſs a 
good Education of Children, and would oft- 
ner dd jt, if Parents would:be careful to do 
their Duty-in this Particular with Wiſdom 
axd:Foithfulz. ſs; There: were ſuch Dij- 
covertes,. a3 Iam-informed; of, bis ſerious 
Godaneſs in'his: Youth, at were obſerved 
by; many, 10 the\ Admiration” of: the Grace 

\ God, Her began'betimes.to ſeek after 

od and Chriſt : "Thi ſe: were his beſt Dayss, 
and pag revinfene'd Him whom: his Soul 
loved. ' The Pleaſure; the: Advan: ge, the 
Succeſs and Comfort of , Devotedneſs to 
God 11 our-Youth, 3s beyond all Expreſfun, 


When be came toLondon, God direfed 
and ſettled him as an Apprentice wit) his 
Confin My. Joſhua Gearing, a/r 4 ens 
tioned, where he had the Advanta of a 
Rel1giouskamily,and conſtantly attended the. 


ſerious, affettionate Miniſtry of Mr. James | 
Nalton, whoſe Name and Memory ts fli/l 

ecions with many in. this City: God was. 
pleaſed to bleſs bzs Pr eaching to bis effeftual 
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Converſion, or rather to nouriſh and in- | 
creaſe the Seeds 4 Grace planted before. 
He always thought he could never ſpeak 
with Honour and Aﬀeition enough of 
Mr. Nalton, whom God had made fo uſe- 
ful to his Soul : He would frequently, to 

his on ng Day, mention" with what power- 
ful Impreſſions on his Conſcience*his Ser- 

mons were accompanied; how: he thought 
bimſelf in a Corner. of Heaven under his 
Mimftry-; that he could'many times have 

wiſhed to have gone diredlly. to Heaven 
from the Place of Publick Worſhip, ſuch. 
a' Preſence and Power of the Droine-Spt- 
rit did attend' the NR 
May the Refidue of this Spirit be more 
 aentifully poured out on the Miniſters of 
Chrift in this City and Nation, for the like: 
Effetts on the Souls of Men ! 


He hath often ſpoken and wyit, how 
feoeet and advantagious a Seaſon for Relt 
gion, the Time of A Apprenticeſhip was : 
What Heavenly Thoughts and Meditations 
be frequently bad in the Shop, and behind 
the Cointer. He bath often profeſjed, that 
by reaſon of his Freedom at that time 

rom Worldly Cares and Buſine/s, it was 
the beſt Time be ever enjoyed for God and 
bis Soul in his whole Life. Hz had then 
nothing elſe to do, but to ſerve God and 
p! (4 aſe ; 
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pleaſe bis Maſter, who was the more plea- 
fed with him, for loving and pleaſing, and 
ſerving God. . The Converſation he had 
in Heaven by Ejaculatory Prayer, whz/e 
be followed his Maſters Buſineſs, he hath 
often ſince refletted on with Foy and 
Thanks, ſaying, He would not for all the 
World but be- able to remember what he 
then enjoyed, for he never had ſuch lroe- 
ly, comfortable, uninterrupted Commanion . 
with God afterwards.. Tho in bis After- 
courſe he continued in this Evidence of a 
Heavenly Mind and Heart, frequently to 
hift up: his:Soul to God, whatever Buſineſs. 
he was about, and whatever Company be 
was in. He-hath ſometimes owned, that. 
he enjoyed as much of God in his Thoughts, 
while walking in.the Streets, as when be. 
was upon bis Knees. . 


o 


When his Time was out, le-chaſe f0-ZAr- 
7) a "whole: Wear or more with his Maſter 
being afraid left the World ſhould engreſs. 
too much of his Heart and Time z, and bad” 
almoſt reſolved to retire into the. Country, 
ro be out of the Danger of many Tempta- 
tions, and 10 have more Opportunities for 
Meditation and Prayer. But judging (tru: 
Iyenough) that that was not the way. te be 


- uſeful in the World, nor could he bring ſo: 


much Glory. to God in a private retired. 
Life, 
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, Life, as byſettling in a Family and" Cat. + 
ling, he accordingly did both. And choſe 
a ſutable Companion out. of a Religious 
Family, who deſired with him to make' Re: 
11gion ber Buſineſs , and God was after- 
wards very kind to him 1n\the like Choice. 


I: was bis Cuſtom every Night to write 
down in Short-hand ſome of the moſt mate- 
rial Things of every Day relating to his 
Soul, as his Mercies, Þis Sins, the Frame 
of his Heart in Duty, gracious Returns-of 
Prayer. ſpecial Providences to himſelf and 
| others, &c. Hedeſired every Night to lie 
| down in Expefation of Death, and Prepa- 
ration for it, tho he were in perfett 
Health: And, through the Goodneſs of 
God, he enjoyed an extraordinary Mea- 
ſure of it for many Tears. So that, t1ll a 
little before his Death, I have heard him 
ſay, that he had not been above twice kept 
by Sickneſs,:from hearing a Sermon on the 
Lord's Day, jor the ſpace of Forty Years. 


To thofe Chriſtians who have full leiſure 

for thiSexcellent daily Work: of Self-exa- 

| mination, and recording the Reſult of 4t, 

' This Courſe would be:of unſpeakable Ad- 
vantage : But l-urge it not upon all. 

"xs ſufficient to many 10 renew their Repen- 

tance for daily Failings, and record "ny 

| the 
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the extraordinary, and more remarkable Paſ- 
ages of their Lives, not bawving time to re- 
cord the ordinary Occurrences of every Day. 


But beſides what be did every Det. be fre- 
quently fer apart whole Days with Falting 


and Prayer, t0 examine and try the State of 


bis Soul. Part whereof be tranſcribed after- 
wards, tho" but a wery little part 3 which is 
here added, as containing the CharaQter and 
Trial of a Real Chriſtian, with the Rea- 
fon of bu tranſcribing it. /And 1 am perſwaded 
be did it with great Sincerity and Humili- 
ty 3" the rather, becauſe, when about a Month 
or fix Weeks before his Death, be was under 
ſome Darkneſs and Clouds, as to bus Eviden- 
ces for Heaven, and apprebended his Time on 


Earth would be-but ſhort, he deſired to diſcourſe 


with me, more than once, about the State of 
hs Soul, (which I ſhall ahways remember wuh 
- Thankfulneſs to God ;) in order to my making 
the better Fudg ment of his Caſe, be let me ſee 
ſome of thoſe Papers, written many Years be- 
fore, but ſends me a Letter the next Morning to 
recal them, mentioning bis great Trouble af- 
ter I was gone, leſt what be had done ſawvou- 
red of Pride, and ought rather to have been 
concealed. Such was the Tenderneſs of bu 


Conſcience in this, and in every thing. 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall {ay the :fs concerning bis Examina- 
tion of himſelf, becauſe you have bere 
annexed a ſhort Account of the manner of 
it. The lawfulneſs of trying our ſelves by 
Marks and Signs of the Truth of Grace, 1 
bope will not be queſtioned, when it us but to 
evidence the Sincerity of our Faith and Re- 
pentance, . «nd holy Obedience, while we 
aſcribe unto our Lord Jeſus Chriſt what be- 
langs to bim, as our great High-Prieſt. 4/7 
that w done by Chriſt without us, in order to 
our Salvation, may and ought to be diftin- 
guiſhed from what w done by the Spirit of 
Chriſt, and bu Grace within ws ; becauſe 
there us a manifeſt difference berween what 
cauſeth our Acceptance with God, and that 
hich is evidential of it, in order 10 our 
own Comfort, 


His Example in the ſtrict Obſervation of 
the Lord's Day, and con(cientiows Faithful- 
nefs in his Family-Relations, barb been ta- 
ken notice of to the Edification of many. The 
Weekly Chriſtian Sabbath was honourable and 
efteemned by him ; be made it bus Delight. He 
remembred it before it came, by ſomething 
Preparatory in hu Family upon the Saturday 
Evening. He was carly m the Morning on 
that Day in bis Cloſet, and likewiſe in Fami- 
ly Worſhip, with Prayer and Thankſgiving, 
and reading the Holy Scriptures, (whereof 

Children 
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Children and Servants were to remember ſome- 
what) and ſo prepared for the Publick Wor- 
ſhip. He -wonld not willingly ſuffer any idle 
or vain Diſcourſe throug bout the whole Day ; 
admoniſbing all about him to take heed of their 
Thoughts and Words, in a ſpecial manner upon 
the'/ Lord's Day. He retired as ſoon as be 
came home at Noon for a littleyſpace, and en- 
quired of Inferiors what they remembred. He 
expreſs d be Diſlike of thoſe,who had been care- 
leſs herein, by encouraging thoſe that did better. 


. His Diſcourſe was always ſerioms, ſavoury, 
aud ſutable.gt by Table ; often minding thoſe 
bout him, how many bad gone into Eternity 
#be Ioft. Week, and of the Bounty and Kind- 
-#eſs of Hearven in the Plenty they enjoyed, both 
for Spirituals and Temporals beyond others. 
After Dinner, a Chapter or two was always 
read, and ſome part of a ſerious Praftical 
Book, till it was time to go to the Publick 
Warſhip. Therem be was always reverent and 
ſerions. +: After be came home, he retired to 
. bas Cloſet for near an Hour, and charged all 
the reſt of the Family to go alone likewiſe ; 
then be called them together, begun with a 
ſhort | Invocation of God, ſung a'Þ/alm, and 
repeated the Morning-Sermon, and prayed 
with them before Supper. Many who lived 
with bim can witneſs, that in Family-Prayer, 
wpon the Lora's Day, he had more than or- 
” | dinary 


dinary  Aﬀettions and. Fervency'; and it is 
the Experience of ether Chri/tians.," O' that 
Heads of Kamilies would' but make @ Trial ! 
After Prayer he tetired a wiry little, probably 
to refleth on his\Frome'in the la Diaty, and 
then would ask his Children ſome pertinent 
Queſtions concerning the Principles of Relige- 
on. After Supper be repeated the Afternoon- 
Sermon, and. enquired what they remembred 


of it, | 


He was himſelf the laſt in the Family who 
went to Bed, that he might \run- over\the 
Heads of: wbat be had beard-and repeated. 
For theſe he reviewed 08 Monday Adorning, 
and kept in hu. Memory all the eek, and 
every Day repeated ſomewhat thereof to. him 
ſelf, that be might haweithe Subjet# of thoſe 
Sermons continually in his Thoughts," as the 
Food of hu Sowl, till another Lord's: Nay came. 
He recommended thu Prattice.' unto: athers, 
hereby ta live the Sermans ave hear ;. "and tobe 
under .an Awe and Influence by them, all the 
Week after. | KF 


On Monday Atornivgs, ever fince the 
Black Bartholomew-Day, when about Two 
thouſand Miniſters were ſilenced (for want of 
ſucb'a Liberty and Toleration as. God 11:0W 
pleaſed mercifully 10: allow. us.) be did. from 
that time, wntil bis Death, acenftam bimſelf 
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xxvT A ſhort Acconnt'of 
ro 'riſe at Four 'a Clock every. Monday 
Morning, \ and' oftentimes ſooner;  ſpendmg 
the time -in"b# Cloſet till Six, eſpecially in 
Prayer for. the Nation; 'and the Church 
of: Chriſt :' 7 have beard. that ſeveral others 
apreed with bim in the like Practice. , 


- Bat is his ordinary Courſe,” be was wont 
ro beearly (every Morning in bs Cloſet, and 
| about Seven « Clock would call by Family t0- 

gether, and read a Pſalm or two, and pray 

with" ther, '. Hw great Meaſure of 'Heal:h- 
W4a1'arconfederable Help ro him t6' do more 

than others, in the, and ſeveral Particulars : 

And: ateordingly be improved it; without lo- 

ſong any. time'in.unneee{ſary Recreation: ; [ay- 

ng, be. defired 'no other Recreation, ' but to 
think \and ſpeak of God, and mind bu Glory. 

He often thankfully. acknowledged the Divine 

Goodneſs, 'that his Imployment was ſuch, that 

be had more time for ſerions, | ſolitary Religion 

than others 5 and that be bad more time for 

neading in bis Shop, .and might bave' it ſhut 

ſooner im the Evening. And be. contratted 

his Buſineſs, or would not chooſe to hurry bim- 
ſelf. by enlarging of it," with that wery'Dt-. 


ſign. LILL + & LY x f 47 


The fuſe thing: be.'did. there in: the Morn- 
ing, was to 'raad: fume” yart "of ' the Holy 
Scripture, with 1b beſt Annotations be cout 

| t procure 
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procure upon them,” and the !:ke in the Even 
ing. And m reading ther over ap ain and 
again, regularly and in courſe, he found much 
Advantage ; he ſtill perceived ſuch a Maj.ſty, 
ſuch a Myſtery, ſuch a Depth in them, that 
'he was never weary of fathoming, tho be 
could never reach the bottom : He deſired to 
walk by that Rale, 'to be guided by that 
Light, and to derive bis Supports, Incourage* 
ments,” and Hopes from thence, © © 


T bardly ever knew one more carsful of 
his Time, and all that knew bim muſt [at 
the ſame, He would tarry but a wery little 
while in any Company, where be might not do, 
or receive Good. He was fo PunGual in be 
rime of Retirement for Secret Prayer, about 
Six inthe Surmer, and Five in the Winter, 
(unl:ſs be were bearing '\a Sermon at that 
Hour ) that be ' would. uſyally make fome Ex- 
cuſe., or" other to break away from Company, 
tho* be: returned to them in Half an Hour. 
Hu Communion with God there was diſco+ 
wered by rhe Frame of bu Spirit, whe he 
came from thence. It # there, we ſpeak onr 
Mind: and Hearts more freely to; God, and 
there be communicatey. of bus gracious Infli 
ence im a ſpecial' manner to ws. He fold 
more Satryfatfion ant Comfort "in one ſuch 
Hopr, by pouring out hu Soul to'Ged alont, 
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than in the moſt witty, chearful Converſati- 
on of | (ueb, whoſe Diſconrſe adminiſters no 
Grace or Profit to the Hearers. 


When he hath been deſired to g0 to Bed 
ſooner, or as ſoon as others, he would often 
ſay be would do as others, if he were not 
certain. that he muſt die : But our ſleeping 
Time he ſaid was loſt, as to any ſpiritual Good, 
any further than it fits mw for our Duty, by 
preſerving Health. The laſt thing be did 
ever) Evening, wat to go mio hu Cloſet, and 
with Prayer and Self: examination to cloſe the 
Dey. _ 


Once a Week, viz. every Friday Night, 


(as: 6 litthe before hu Death be ſaid) it had 
been hs conſtant Cuſtom fo review the Mercies 
of bus whole Life, thereby to promote bus Hu- 
wility and Thankfulneſ., 0 keep up ba Hope 
in God, and quicken bs. chearful, diligent 
Obedjence to ham. 


Hus Care and Concern: for the Souls of 


thoſe. wnder by, Charge, eſpecially his Chil- 
aren, was very extraordinary, and attended 
with good Succeſs, as ſeveral of bis Relations 
(troing. end dying) hawe owned. Of bu uſe- 

viweſs to one. related to. him, you. have ſome 
Account in, the Narrative of her Converſion 
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| fo God, which # here annex'd, His Counſels = 
and Example made thoſe in hu Family begin 
fo lowe Religion for bis ſake, which ow. 
| | wards they did for its own, God doth often 
| bring « to him by Inſtruments of Nature 
| and Affetion, and give the Influence of bs 
| Spirit to carry on thoſe guod Beginnings. 


He uſually ask'd the Afﬀembly's Cate» 
chiſm in his Family, twice every Week, and 
encouraged Inferiors by Rewards to learn it, 
and to get ſome ſelect Portions of Scripture 
| by Heart, and ſo he brought them to delight 

in it, With what Solicitude, and Care, and 

_ wnwearied Pains, with what Compaſſion, and 
b-1 Pity, and hearty AﬀeFion he endeavoured 
the Converſion of ſome, and the Recovery 
of others related to him, from their Declen- 

| ſions in Religion, I and ſeveral others can 


reſt ifie, | | 


| His Piety was uniform, equal and harmo- 
miows, and all of a piece 5 and therefore bu 
ordinary Converſe was grave and ſerious, edi- 


| fying and nſeful ; bu Diſcourſe becoming a 
| 


Chritiam,that was under the Eye and Awe of 
God, and in the Fear of the Lord all the Day 
long. He was always ready to begin or pro- 
mote ſuch Diſcourſe, and greatly lamented that 
when good People meet together, they have ſo 
| R::3: luttle 
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little Talk of Spiritual and Religious Matters. 
I wiſh; for my own ſake, I had ſpint more 
time with bim upon this Account, for be 
deſired it not on any other. He valued not Vis 
fits of Ceremony and Complement, no 
nor of Miniſters, or | any others, that - would 
not help bim as a Chrifian. | truſt hu Me- 
mory will be a living S«rmon to me, and to 
many others that kr ew bim. 


'.-In his Trade he had many and great Diſ- 
appoin! ments and Loſſes, and yet bore them 
with admirable Patience, He thanked God 
that be was carried through them with ſo much 
Calnmeſs and Satisfattion, that he could a!- 
ways ſpeak good of God; tho' bardly any, that 
trade for more, bawve been known to have 


loſt {s much. 


He would not buy or ſell without lifting up 
bis Heart to God for Direfion. And as an 
Argument of his tender Conſcience, I have 
been informed by one (who muſt needs know 
the Truth of it) that he would nit let big 
SR lie on the damper ſide of the War honſe, 
ef it ſhould thereby encreaſe in Weight, and 
fo wrong the Buyer, 


He walked with Ged in his Calling ſo regu- 
lar'y, as a Chriſtian, that I am pirſwaded 


he 
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be enjoyed (more of God in hiz Shop and Ware- 
bouſe, in his Tiade and, Buſme(s," than: many 
of us dp. im. our,' Retirements \fer: Prayer and 
Dewvetion, . For - let bum come 'wh-n be would 
from his Secular Afﬀains, his Mind was more 
Spiritual and, Heaven'y, than moſt ordinary 
Chriſt1ans, are, when! they come from the ſo- 
lemm - Exerciſes. of Religion. | In ſhort, his 
Prinerples, thjs Thewg bts,. bi Inclinations; bu 
Affett ions. aud \AtHons, i" bis\ Carriage and 
Conver(e in, the. #bele of 'Fhem, was: ſuch 
FT _ be truly called a walking with 
God. 


He was ready to doGood to all bis Acquain- 
tance, by Counlel.and Reproof, by ſeaſona- 
ble In{truaion and Admonition ; whereof 
divers now living muſt needs be ſenſible ; and 
ſame of them, 1 bope, do thank God for bis 
Freedom inthat kind. 


His Charity to the Poor was anſwerable to 
the rel, according to his Ability. Many a 
poor Family of Country Miniſters, and Mi- 
miters Widows, in City, and Country, will 


feel that be is dead : For what he could not do 
of hamſelf, be would endeavour to procure of 


others, for the Relief of ſuch whoſe Neceſſi- 


ties be knew, 
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He never neg he ted a Monthly Opportun it y 
of coming 10 the” Lord's Table, tho) be hath 
often complained tome, that be bail not ordi+ 
narily' any" ſenſible raviſhing 'Foy 5 however 
_ Careful and'S$rri he was in his Preparations 
before, as well as Devout: and Rewverent when 
be came.” But be durſt” not ſtay away : 
He came humbly to pay Homape to 4 Cruct- 


fied Saviour, and to avow' to all the World 


that be gloried only in the Cyoſs of Chrift 3 


and was reſolved to be found mm the way of 


bis Duty: wo 


Now it would be expeffed, that One [0 
B \\ Þu Gireumſpect; ſo hich above 
this World, Ont ſo nſefal upon' Earth; and ſo 
Pipe for Heaven, ſhould have lord im' the 
wroft raifed Conſolations; and the noft joyful 
Tranſports, ###f- bt ball been already almoſt 
in Heaven, or juſt cone fron thence. Sitre+ 
ly, will ſome ſay, ſuch an one a: He muſt 


latter part of his Life. Newverthilefs | be had 
that which was equivalent, or better than the 
big beſs Flights of Aſlurance can be. For 


under 
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under bis Complaints 'of Doubts, and Dead» 
neſs, and want of ſenſible Communion with 
God,be bad a moſt ſteady Truſt in God through 
Teſs Chriſt, and an uniform Obedience : And, 
as be has been often told, bis Doubts ſeemed 
to proceed from the Height of his Grace, 
rather than the Weaknels of it. For ſuch 
was his extraordinary Lowe to God, that he 
never thought he could have Evidence enough 
of the Divine Preſence and Favour ; tha' that 
was mixed with ſome Error of Fudgment, as 
expecting more than God hath promiſed in that 
kind ; and as arguing from ſuch Arbitrary 
Diſpenſations of God, unto ſuch Concluſtons, 
as cannot juſtly be drawn from the Enjoy- 
ment, or the Want of theſe Things. For cer- 
tainly bis Judicious Lowe 10 God, his imward © 
E/tcem of Holineſs and Heaven, bis fixed 
Hatred and Abborrence of Sin, and his ha- 
bital Self-derial and Devotedneſs to God, 
with conſtant Watchfulne/s and Care to pleaſe 
b:m, and keep a Conſcience yoid of Off ence to- 
wards God and Man, is a better Evidence 
of  one_belowed of God, than the bighefT renſ- 
ports can amount to: Eſpecially im his Caſe, 
who, under ſome Darkne(s and Fears, was 
able yet to hold on bu Way, and bis Wark, 
and to preſeere with unſhaken Stedfaſtueſs t9 
the very laſt, NT 
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"xxxiv A ſhort Account of 
" "The ſomething alſo of hs Natural Tem- 
per, and Bodily Con! itution, ought to be con« 
ſidered, to abate bis Suſpicion of himſelf, 
pon the' Account of hu not baving ſuch rai- 

"fed," ſenſible Conſolations, and Foys, as ſome 
' "others. Beſides that, bu Humility in jug - 
ing of himſelf, and bi carneſt Deſire of far- 
ther Communion with God, made him over- 
hbok what he did enjoy, even mm this kind. 
"For often, when he jvined with others, or 
when he prayed alone, hu Aﬀe&ions were 
more lively, after having been Forty Years 
in Chriſt, than moſt young Converts are the 
Firſt Near. 


However, in ths God was very graciom 
to him, that, tho' he feared the Devil might 
aſſault bim at laſt, he did not permit it. But 
with a calm Submiſſion, and regular, ſteady 
Truft, and Hope in the Divine Mercy, with 
Eyes, and Hands, and Heart lift up to Hea- 
wen, be quietly departed thu bh and 1 at 
Reſt in the Boſoms of Chriſt. 


"If T would pronounce a Bleſſing on hx Fa- 
mily, and ſurviving Relations, upon bu 
Wife,” and Children, his Friends, and Ac- 
quaintavice, that love and  bonour bas Me- 
mory ; I know nor bow ro dv it by @a more 
profitable Prayer, than to beg of God that 

they 
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| God ; that they may follow bim as be was a 
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they may tread in bis Steps, and walk as 
be walked; that his God may be their 


Follower of Chriſt 5 and ſo at laſt be mare 
than Conquerors over the World, and Sin, 
and Death, and bim that bath the Power of- 
it, the Devil. Thanks be to God who bath . 
given him, and aſſured ns, of the Vittory, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : To him be 
Glory throughout all the Churches for ever. 
Amen, | 
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Character and Trial. 
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Now follows, out of his own Papers, the 
manner of his examining his Heart and 
Life, State and Frame, and the Reſult 
thereof. recorded, and written for his 
Support im After-Difficulties. Some 
may. be excited by it to an Imitation, 
and others find Encouragement by what 
rehesd him againf his Doubts and 

Fears, and enabled him to perſevere, 

even wit bout fwll: Aſſurance. 
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HENRY GEARING. 


=\ {0 I have been undermuch Herd: 

| l neſs andDeatneſs tor many Years, 
yet 1 thought good, for my En- 
couragement, here to record God's Good- 
nels to me ſometimes, By looking over 
my 
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my Books, in which I have wrote down 
in Shorr-hand every Night, how it was 
with me in the Day ; I find thar I have 
ſometimes been quickned and attected in 
Prayer; often in Family-Prayer ac Night 
on the Lord's Day. Tho* I began very 
much indiſpoſed, yet it pleaſed God to 
draw out my Heart in Earneſt Dehires, 
and I have had ſome Meltings more than 
uſual. At other times, in Family-Prayer 
at Night, I have been more than ordi- 
narily affected. And ſometimes under 
the Word 'preach'd : Once at the Mornmg 
Leture, when I heard a Sermon oft. buyrmg 
the Pearl of Price... At other times I nd 
I was attected greatly in Family Prayer, 
16 as ſcarce to berable to ſpeak for weep- 
ing, At another time I have recorded 
how I was quickened by hearing a. Ser- 
mon of. Mr. Sw:nncck on.that Text He 
will not break the. bruifed Reed... At te: 
veral other times have had- lively Aﬀe- 
Ctions in ſecret Prayer. 

-— Often in my Walk to Clapham, | have 
had my heart. drawn qut in earnelt, fer- 
vent Delires after God. Once repeating 
vn'a 1ord's Day Evening, ;a, Sermon.,on 
that Text, Beho/d.\l ſtand at the Doow.and 
fAenock, and whoſcever opens to mc, Troill 
come in and ſup. with him; 1 was 10 atte- 
Eted, 1 could not go on for Tears, but > 
vn ain 
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f1in to lay down my Book. At another 
time the like in repeating a Sermon of 
the Redempiion of 11me. At other times 
| find recorded, that on the Lord's Day 1 
went to Family-Prayer very fad, bur Gad 
did greatly athſt me, and my Soul was 
melted, fo that .1 could not proceed or 
ſpeak tor Tears. At other times in Pray- 
er, and ſometimes in /inging of Pſalms. 
But, for the moſt part, I have been a 
great Stranger to Joy and Comfort ever 
fince the Days of my Youth. Theſe 
Things I wrote, March 18. 1689, being 
Remarks in general of near Twenty Years 
aſt. 

4 As to what I have written tin this lit- 
tle Book, it was firſt in Short-Hand, and 
never intended to .be tranſcribed. Bur 
atterwards I conſidered that many things 
in it might be of uſe to me, by another's 
reading of it, if it ſhould pleaſe God to 
tay his Hand upon me, that I could not 
my ſelf read my Short-Hand : And I 
know not bvu* fomething in it may be uſce- 
ful to others. | 

T hope and pray it may be ſo unto many, 
 Fapy like jerious Spirut accompany every 

ader in the Peruſal of the following 
Papers, as he had in writing them : Beg 
it of God, and then begin to read. 


Arno 
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Anno 1576, March 28. 


Hs had in my Thoughts ſome- 
times to keep a ſecret Fait in my 
Cloſet, chicfly to ſearch and try the Stare 
of my Soul, this Day 1 did it, and hope 
I did fer abour it in the Integrity of my 
Heart : My chiet Deſign was to examine 
how the Caſe ſtood between God and my 
Soul, whether I had indeed a Work of 
{tving Grace wrought in me. And that I 
might get Corruption that is ftrong more 
mortified, eſpecially the Sin I moſt in-. 
clined unto ; and that Lmight be enabled 
from God to carry it better in my Chit- 
ſtian Courſe, both in my Family and in 
ſcret Retirements, to the Glory of God. 
After Prayer, that God would hel 
me to try my ſelf, I went'to the Wor 
of Se!lf-Examination by. the Characters 
that Mr. Ambroſe hath - given, and by 
tome CharaCters -my Couſin Ca/omy laid 
down, and others of Mr. A/ler, Mr. Nat- 
70, and Mr. Swinnack. I ſpent a good 
deal of rime herein, 'and hope 1 delired 
to deal impartially with my ſelf; and 
did beg of - God heartily, that I might 
make a right Judgmenr of my felt: Llen- 
deayoured to keep my Heart Cloſe to the 
Work ; 


of a Real Chriſtian. 5 
Work; and tho? IT could not meet with 
great Comforr, yet upon ſerious Search, I 
cannot find but that God hath wrought 
true Grace in me, bleſſed be his Name ; 
I hope I may have recourſe. to this Day, 
while I live, for Support*in any Caſe. 

1 did alfo read over the Covenant I en- 
tred into with the Lord about nine Years 
fince, and. ' renewed my Coyenant, and 
gave up my lf atreſh to the Lord, and 
took him for my God and Portion. I ho 
tn the Lord that I was ſincere and. uptight, 
I foundfome Eaſe and Quiet in my Mind 
afterwards. O- that F may not. now grow 
careleſs, but live anfwerably, and remem- 
ber I have renewed my Covenant with the 
Lord ! and if he hath in any wiſe ſpoke. 
Peace to my Soul, let me not again return 
to Folly, for the Lotd Jeſus Chrift's ſake, 


Ar. 1678, Fuly 27. Looking over my 
Book where I enter at Night how it.is with 
me every Day, I find T have, been out of 
order many times ih Duty, fince the Trial 
of my ſelf mentioned here, but hope I 
did defire to have my Heart. with God. 
And the Lord: was pleaſed fometimes in 
Duty to draw out my Soul in earneſt; 
and hearty Defires after him : MyHeart, 
oo Mercy,hath been ſometimes (rtho* 


too ſeldom) in a good Frame ; the Lord 
have 
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have Mercy on me, and grant I may be 
lincere.,and., upright wich . him, , He is 
Pleaſed ſtill (as for many Years paſt) to 
withdraw, from me, and I do. not me=r 
With much Comfort in his Ordinances. 
ButI remember whar Mr..N. uſed ro ſay, 
that Grace 7s better than Comfort. God 
grant that I may make ſure of G7ece, and 
att and exerciſe Grace,and wait upou.him 
for. Comfort, ., Tt is worth waiting, tor all 
the Days of my Life; The Lord help me, 
tho” I fit in Darkneſs and ſee no Light, to 
truſt in the Lord, and ſtay my felt on my 
God. The Lord help me to keep up 
Faith and Hope in him,through Chriit, to 
wait and truft,and. hope, and believeſtill ; 
againſt Hope of Senle, to believe in;Hope 
of a Promiſe. The Lord make me care- 
ful to mind his Glory, and doing my Du- 
ty in the Place in which he hath fet me; 
tor I am apt £0 be troubled, leſt I, thould 
fail of my Duty towards thoſe committed 
to my Charge. The Lord in Mercy grant 
I may ſer to his Work with all my Might, 


and get my Work done before my Day of 


Life be ended ; and that my Heart may 
be throughly taken off from this World, 
and I may prepare for publick Calamities, 
which are much feared, by reaſon of the . 
abounding ot all Sin and Wickedne(s more 
and more. The Lord enable mz to do 

and 
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and ſuffer his Will, and let me have his 
Preſence, and. his Promiſe made good, 
not to ſufter me to be * tempted above 
what he will inable me to bear, 1 Cyr. 10. 
13. and that I may readily letall go tor 
Chriſt, it I am called to-it. The Lord 
grant I may be made meet to be Partaker 
of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
and get my Evidences for Heaven ready 
which, through the Aſhitance and Help of 
God; I defire to go about, The Lord 
grant I may not be deceived, but may ga- 
cher /uch Euidences as will hold out, and 
bear me up in the midſt of Troubles, and 
Trials, yea, in the Hour of Death, and the 
Day of Judgment. The Lord in infinite 
Mercy ſanQihe to me the Death of others: 
God hath of late taken away many of 
my Neighbours, Acquaintance,Friends,and 
Relations, Miniſters as well as others (a 
little while fince Mr. P/edger and Mr.Wells 
in one Day.) O that all may be ſanEtified, 
and eſpecially the Death of my Wife, that 
I may yet make ſuch uſe of that Provi- 
dznce as the Lord would expect ; and be 
ready and prepared for my own Depar- 
ture hence, whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe my 
dear God and Father to call me home, 
Ping now-about to enter here, what [ 
have to ſhew for a V. ork of Grace in my 
Hearr, and a Right and Title to — 
E-- 


fi a. Real Chrifhenr oY 


7 eu 
i 4 4 i. ate. MEE 
- 3 Co Bi 
, $. © g5 IF 3 
El A 
* 
wy $ 
**21 
* 
, ; 
| 


Fdefire of the Lord to hp me in this 

t Aﬀair, that I may not be deceived; 
ic wk what I here. enter may be the 
true State of my Soul, and that which 
will hold our, md yield me Comfort in 
an Hour of Diſtreſs; 

Ithath been in myThoughrsſeveral rimes 
toenquire what Thad toſhew tor myHope 
of Heaven;that whictrran moſt inmyMind 
was Faith and Repentance, which.,upon di- 
_ Search of my Heatt, 1 hope I have. 
| +ft, For Faith - If 1 have true Faith, I 

ant ger: certainly be. ſaved, fo faith the holy 

thar-believes ſhall be ſaoed. 
Jak. 1 .2. 16. For God jo toved rhe World that 

e gave his only/begotten Son, that whoſoe- 
ever elieverhy in bi fhould not periſh, but 
have Everleſting Life. Now Faith in Chyift 


is deferibed. it the Alſeblies Catechiſin 


to be. 2 /aving Grace, whereby we recerot 
and reft upon Chriſt atone for Salvation as 
he - offered to 111 the Goſpel, which [ 
_ hope. I defire ro do - I hope | do moſt 
hearrily defire to take Chrift on his own 
Terms, as King, Prieſt,and Propher, in all 
his Offices, and am willing to be ruled by 
him as well as /aved by him : I hope I de- 
fire to reſt upon Jeſus Chriſt 2/one for Sal- 
vation,and own no other Saviour but him. 
Ihope T have the Faith of Reliance, to 
ſt and center in Chriſt. IThopel can with 
all 
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all my- Soul throw.my ſelt upon the Mer- 
cy. of God in Chriſt ; and it E periſh, te 
periſh there, truſting in him that I thall 
not periſh. Bleſſed be God! 1 am often 
lifting up my Heart to Chriſt : O ny dear 
Zeſws ! Blejjed Feſus ! on'thee, on thee a- 
lone I reſt,when Iam in Fears;and Doubts, 
and Troubles. I hope 1 delire to ſay with 
the Chutch, 1z tbe Lord have 1 Righteouf 
neſs and Sirength: Righteouſneſs for Ju- 
ſtification,and Strength for Santtification, 
and the fubduing of Sin. - I hope I defire 
to renounceany Trait in my own Righte- 
ouſnels and Duties, and wholly to rely 
and reſt upon Jeſus Chriſt, Whenl have 
rformed any.Duty, I defire tro own that 
deſerve Hell for the ſinful ImperfeQons 
of itz yea, for the beſt Duty I can per- 
form : And to, have my Truſt only in the 
Death and Merits. Satisfaction and Inter- 
cefſion of Chriſt. Tho* Spiritual Pride is 
very apt to riſe in me, yet 1 hope I donor 
allow it, the Lord fer my Heart more a- 
gainſt it, 1 hope 1 delire with the Apo- 
{tle, Ph1/. 3. 9. 19 be found m bim, not Þa- 
ving-my own Righteouſneſs, which is of the 
Law, but that which is through the Faith 
of . Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs | which 1s of 
God by; Faith, | | 
I hope Chriſt zs precioxs to 2e, now that 
is. an Eyldence of Faith ; 1 Per.2.7. Fo ho 
that 
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that believe be is preciors; ' I hope T delite 
to prize Chrift above all the World ; and 
« if '1 know my Heart, | would Ig tot with 
the Hopes 1have ” Chriſt - of Heaven for 
ren thouſand Worlds. 1 hope I deſire to 
prize Jeſus Chriſt, as the Chiefeſt of ten 
thouſand; altogether lovely. The Lord 
make” me upright in this Matter, that I 
may 1ze the Worth and Excellency thar is 
m him, ſo'as to be in love with him. 
.: Secondly: For Repentance : It I have that 
Grace, Iam fure-to be ſaved ; As 3. 19. 
Repent.ye therefore, end be converted, that 
your Sins may be blotted out gohentheTimes 
of. refreſhing ſhall come front the Preſence 
of the Lord, Luke 13.3. Except ye repent, 
ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh ;therefore if we 
do repent, we ſhalt not periſh. Now Re- 
pentance'is deſcribed: to bea ſaving Grace, 
_ wberebyaSinmer.ou of the true ſenſe of hs 
Sin, and afipreben/ion'of the Mercy of God 
in Chriſt, doth with grief and batred of: his 
Sin,turnfrom it unto Godgwith JuUparpe/ 7 
of,” and endeavours after new Obedience. 1 
hope the Lord: hath wrought this Repen- 
tance 'in\me :--l-hope he hath given-me a 
true Sight 'and'Serfe of Sin; and+ rhat I 
am convinced of the Evil and Danger of 
«it. TI hopel havean apprehenſion-alſo of 
"the-Mercy.of Godin Chriſt :'I do not at 
alt doubr, - but there is Mercy a: in 
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God,'through Chrift,” to forgive and par- 
don the greareſt Sins, it they are repented 


of. The Lotd hath declared himſelf to 
be the Lord Gid gracions and merciſul.par- 


_ doning Iniquity, Iranſgreffien, and Sin, Ex- 


od. 34. 6. T hope I defire to be truly ſor- 
ry for all my Sins, to grieve and mourn 
tor them; tho* myHeart-he hard,yet I hope 
I could' be glad if it were broken, thar I 
could mourn more for my Sins. Strely 
it hath'been a Frouble to me,many times, 
in Confeffion of Sin, thar I could not 
mourn" and weep, and was not attected as 
[ defircd. I hope I defire to bare $r2 allo, 
the Lord work a true Hatred of all Sin 
more'and more- in-me : I hope 1 dehre to 
turn from-all Sin unto.God, with full 
purpoſe of Heart tocleave to him: I ho 
the Bent of my Soul is right for God , 
tho* I have many Failings and Miſcarri: 
ages, 'T hope the tull Purpoſe and Reſo- 
lution of my Heart .is for God and his 
Ways. 

It being upon my Mind what I had 
further ro note that might be an Evidence 
of Grace, I hope theſe things following, 
which -it pleaſed God to bring to my 
Thoyghts, may be ſame ground to believe 
God hath wrought a, upon me. 

Surely I do eonfe/+ my Sins often 'to rhe 
Lord in fecret, and deſire” to "I my 
= cart 


Li 
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+ 1 defire to ſor/ake all, my Sins, Now 
e Sctipture faith, 1 .Zob. 1, 9: If ave con- 
Ye 08 Sine by is faithſul and juſt tafor: 
groe 8s our Sins, and to cleanſe us from 
all Unrighteouſneſs.,, And, Prov. 28. 13, 
Whoſe Tonfeſſeth and forſaketh his Sins 
fhall have Mercy. 1 hope Ido nat allow 
my ſelf in any Sin, but defire Power. a- 
grit it, as well as Pardon, of it , yea,the 
in 1 am moſt inclined to, tho” my Heart 
is often apt to go out after 1t,the Lord for- 
give it: Yet I hope it is, my earneſt De- 
e.that 1 may have Strength againſt it, 
The Lord help. me to fay with Dovzd, 
E/al 18. 23. 1 was upright before bim,and 
kept my ſelf from mine Iniquity. 1 hops 1 
defire from my Soul to mourn for Heart: 
Sins, aS Hardneſs and Deadneſs, and Wan- 
drings,. and DiſtraQtions in Duty, &c. 1 
hope this is a. good Sign that I am (it my 
Heart deceives me not) really troubled for 
ſecret Sins which the World Anows no: 
thing of ; and that. do not allow ſinful 
T0 ts. hope I defixe to mourn tor 
the Sins of the Land, and to lay to Heart 
e great Diſhogguts ;done, to God: by 
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13 dope ene 4, Dhaags: wood 3 
me, ang : ea bGaph 4 new Creature, 2.Cor. 
5. 17, 1.1 am. new Greature, then I am 
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in Chriſt : | hope ſo,becauſe there are ſuch 
{trivings and fightings -in me againſt Sin, 
tuch ſtrugglings between the Fleſh and 
the Spirit. There is certainly a reliſting 
of Sin,if myHeart do not wonderfully de- 
ceive me. Now Mr. N, uſed to ſay, I rs 
true Grace 10 refiſt Sin. it is ſirong Grace 
70 conquer $17. | conlider how it was with 
Paul, Rom. 7. he ſaith there was a Law 
mn bis Members warring againſt the Law 
of bis Mind, and the Evil that he would 
not do, that he did: Methinks itis fo with 
me ſometimes ; I hope this ſtriving and 
ſtruggling is 4 Sign I am notdead in Sins 
and Ireſpaſles , tor a dead Man ltrives 
not, moves not. I beg of God often and 
heartily, that I may be ſincere and upright, 
and hope I have from my Heart man 

times pray'd with David, that God would 
ſearch me and try me in Mercy, and find 
out it there be any way of Wickednels in 
me, it rhere be any Sin that lies hid in my 
Soul ; and have been glad when Miniſters 
have come pens ge thatſo Imight 
try my felt, eſpecially in my younger 
Years, when I heard Mr. N. and uſed to 
try my ſelt by CharaCters, that he laid 
down ; and-have then found Comfort and 
great Hopes of a Work of Grace wrought 
in me; and wondered how thoſe that 
heard that REI AeS oberg on 
car 
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bear it, if they did not find God had been 
at work in their Souls. I do remember, 
"when I was young, what Delight I rook 
in hearing that good Man, and have been 
as it were in a Corner of Heaven ; I have 
"often had myHearrt quickned,warmed,and 
Tuth drawn out to God. Now, tho*to 
'my Shame I may write it, 1 have abated 
"much in my Zeal and Love to God and 
"his Ways, fince TI have had more to do 
'with the World, and a Family to provide 
'for; yet I defire to remember the Days of 
*old, the Years of the Right Hand ot the 
"moiſt High, and hope I may take Comfort 
from' the 'Experience'T have had former- 
'ly ; remembring where - Grace is once 
'wrought, it ſhall never be extinguiſhed ; 
whom. Chriſt loves once, he loves to the 
'end ; and that God never repents that he 
'gives Grace'to any. 
© "T hope, tho' by. my Sins I have cauſed 
_ the Lord much to departfrom me for ma- 
.ny. Years, "that I do not meet with ſuch 
"Quickning and Comfort in Duties as for- 
'merly, yer that I do nor content my ſelf 
. in this:-Condition, bur deſire tor have my 
\ Soul | follow ' hard after God, to lament 
"after him and'do T hope, prize a Smile 
'from him, and'the Light of his Counte- 
- nance above the whole World ; and do 
* often pray with' David, Pfal. 4. When's. 
| | " thets 
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thers toy, Ibo will ſhew is any laqpen e. ha 
God would lift: wp the !t a ;iþ Counte- 
nance upon me. And ice with the 
Spoule, to.ſeek' him wo. a hope I may 
lay at leaſt) my Soul defires ton love. '1 
hope it is a good Sign-that ſhave frequent 
Thoughts -« "Ol and do often litt up 
my. Heart. to him yas when. I:lie: down at 
Night,.and awake i in.the-Morning,.I de: 
fire my firſt and laſtThoughtsmay be. with 
God ; I hope-I may ay. with David;Idefire 
ro ſet the\Lord always before me Plal.16.8, 
I hoye I am deſirous and willing to 
yield Qbedience toall the Commandments 
of God, and not-to.pickand chuſe : wer 
L would norallow. my ſelf in the Qmifh 
of any Duty. Now. Chiiſt faith, Je are 
my D! Yates if ye do. whatſoever I command 
you, Joh. 15..14. i\Þ hope hayeirc 
Heart prayed many times that God. wonl 
make known to me how 1-ſhould walk to 
pleaſe him. TI:hope I defire patiendy as 
continue in well-doing, and to wait: 
(30d, tho' I do. not meet with. him.” Gow 
there.is a-Promiſe of Blefſednels. to- 
that waitfor. him, I/a.30.18. and the 
miſe is;-Roms. 2. 7. To them, who pee patient 
c0Nt1Huance. in well-doing, ſeek 


and Honour andlmmortalaty Dr [outs airs 
give: Eternal Life. 1 ho Golew defiremyWill 
ny Hapwicark 7. to a Will,and' owe 
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go better than, I do.. Now if I am but 
really willing, tho' Lhave.many Failings, 
and tall infinitely ſhort,yet itis ſaid, 2 Cor . 
8. 12. Where there 7s a willing Mind, it is 
accepted according to. what a Man bath,and 
wot according to what he bath not. And.ous 
Saviour peaks racioully to his THEN 
when hefound alleep, Mar. 26.4 1. be 
Sp1rit truly is aoilling hut the Fleſh 1s weak, 
-  T hope I deſire to be merciful to them 
who axe in Miſery, and have ſometimes 
been glad of an Opportunity (rho', rhe 
Lord . forgive, too. backward at other 
_ ow our Lord. ſaith, B/efſed are 
the FO0n for they ſhall obtain Mercy, 
Mat. 5.7. L hope I defire tocleanſe my 
Tlf from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spi- 
rit, to have my Heart purified. Now it 
is laid, Bleſſed are the _pure. in Heart, for 
they ſhall {ee God,Mat. 5. 8. I hope Lhave 
counted rhe Coſt, what it may coſt me to 
be a Chriſtian indeed, and am fully re- 
| Jolved in the Strength of Chriſt to ler all 

x for,him.. It is.my Defire and earneſt 


» 


ayer (T hope from my very Heart) that 
fy me to it, 7 may .be enabled. 
to.lay down my Life for his ſake. Now 
Chriſt daith, He that forſakes Houſes, or 
Bretbren, or Siſters, or Father, or Mother, 
orWife.or Children,or Lands for his Name's 
Jakeghallrecerve. an bundred:fold, a in- 
| kin | erit 


me 
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Verit Eve teſting 'Life, Mart. 19. 29. and bo 
that loſeth bys Life Jhall find it. T hope 
defire,itf' Tam called to r,to bear the Croſs 
as well as recetve' the Ctown. Now it is 


Nid. If we ſuffer with him,oe ſhall alſo reigh 
with biz, 2 Tim. 2. 12. bets Qt 


pleaſed God to bring to my Mind as ig 64 


gfound of Hope thar'my State is good. I 


enter'd thele t ings here, Aug. IT, 1676. 


Now my Intention is, if it pleaſe God, 
to mike uſe 'of 'othe? Hetps. and ſearch 


my Heart by them, and'enmer them down 


here, that I may have reſort to chem in a 
tire of need z anc the Lord help me fur- 


ther in this great Work of Self-Examina- 


tion, | that I ma Hot be deceived for the 


Lotd Teſus Chriſt's fake. 


Having | endeavoured” to ſearch my 
Heart throughly, afrer earneſt Prayer ro 
God, I hope 1 find rhe Evidences of Grace 
in me that Mr. A//er hath laid down, 
which are theſe. 

1. Where there is true Grace, there is 2 
hearty Willingneſs to part with every. Sin. 
Where ever thete is this Breach made 
between Sin and the Soul, ir is Grace that 
hath made it. When Sin hath loſt the 
Will, it hath loft-the Man ; when Chriſt 
hath gained the Will, he hath gained the 


Man. Grve methy Heart, is the ſame = 
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Be willing to be mine: Reaſon faith, 1 
ought to rurn ; Conſcience faith, I muſt 
rurn,;and nothing may. follow : But 
when the {ib faith, I w1l/ turn ro God, 
then the Work is done. Reaſon ſxith, 
Theſe Idolsonght not to ſtand; Conſcience 
faith, Theſe Luſts muſt be ſubdued : Bat 
when the W:/l- faith to them, Get you 
hence, there is a. Work of Grace begun. 
This Willingneſs diſcovers ir ſelf to be 
prevailing.— Firſt, When a' man is truly 
willing to part with Sin, there will be 
Reſolutions againſt it, he takes part with 
God againſt Sin, and uſes all Means for 
the co of it.—- Secondly, This 
h oy - nit ng forth-Re/i Rance. An 
fe wi DL fait to-ſtrivin 
againſt Sin 7. &p DT The Fleſh luſter! 
B79 the $ frit,end the Spirit my the 
ky the/e imo are comrary neo the other. 
*22, Where. ever there is true Grace, 


thers. 5:4 proferging.: in. the Efteem and 
I_ of a ſtrit and fincere-Godly Lite; 


al above, wy 6! Ae Life in the World, Tho? 


ops a madding after | 
Jie foo] and Pleafure, {| end their Days, 
matte, their Lives, /proſticute - their Con- 


 Teiences,, throw away, their Souls: upon | 
the hin S 3 yer/one- Drachm of Godli- | 
nels}, one, Day: ſpent; jv the Fear of the | 
Lo x15 r than' all'this ;- P/a/. 4+» G1 


wr '[bere 
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There be many tht /a I, Who wall /bero ts 
any good ? But, Lord, hift thou uf the Light | 


of thy Counmtenance on me, falth'a graci- 
ous Soul. -Thox haſt put ram © 1 my 
Heart, more than in the time when ther 
Corn and Wine increaſed, Plal;:17+14,15; 
The Men F4 the World have their Portion 
in this Life, their Belhes thou fulleſt with 
thy bid Lreaſure , they are full of Chit- 
dren, and leave the reft of their Subſtance 
10 their Babes : But as for me, 1 will be- 


- bold thy Face in Righteouſneſs ;, I ſhall be 


ſatisfied when I awake in thy Likeneſs. The 
Men of this World as they /#c#, 10 they 
have their Portion in this Lite. They have 
2: gallant time of it here, t Portions, 
great Proſperity,cnough to ſpend on them» 
elves, and leave to their Children after 
them; this they have, and much good 


may it do them z ler me but behold the. 


Face of God:in Righteouſneſs, walk be- 
fore the Lord in nay Integrity,keepa good 


Conſcience, live in the; tence of his 


Will, and --in the Light of his Counte- 
os or", and then ler them take the- Corn 
an 


envy them their Portion $/ P/a/. 119..30.. 
I bave-choſen the way.of. Truth : V. 111; 


Thy Teſtimonies bave T'taken 24 my Hert+ 


tage for ever, Obſerve, 1. That.a Godl 
(2 C4; Man's 


ine, and what elſe they can get.. 
Let the Lord be mene, and” ſhall never: 
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ai in's ſettled Judgment is, That a Godly 


Life is the beſt and happieſt Life. 2. That 
a Godly Man's Choice 15 according to his 
Jadgment : He eſteems the Fear of theLord 
above Gold,and he chooſes it before Gold : 

Je 1s. better pleaſed, and. doth rather take 
ip with the meaneſt and, moſt afflicted 

-ondition in a way of Holineſs, than with 
the moſt plentiful and proſperous Eſtate 
in a way of Sin : He prefers the Poverty 
of Chriſt before the Riches of the World. 
FY Godly Men and Worldly Men may os 

nown one from the other, by the Choice 
hey 'make for themſelves ; he that makes 

a Worldly Choice is a Worldly Man, 
and he that makes a Godly Choice is a 
Godly Man.” _ 

”3. Wholſoever hath true Grace, doth 
aually live a Godly Life : The Tree is 
beſt known by its Fruit ; the Sincerity of 
our Purpoſes by our Performances. He 
that dot Righreouſneſs is righteows, 1 Joh. 
3. 7. A Godly Man makes Godlineſs the 
Bufineſs of his Life. Religion is a Chri- 
ſtian's Trade : A Man's Trade is his con-. 
ſtant Work, and not the Exerciſe of now. 
and then a Day or two. Godlineſs is a 
Chriſtian's daily Walk : Do not inquire 
gy about your AﬀeC&tions, what your 
Klres are, or what your Joys are, what 
your Comtorts are, or_ whit your Peace 
is, but what your Path'ate, * When 
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i; HF Ret Pita. 

When all cones to al z.ths F 
reſt Mark,” He that bath'Ri Sold 
righteous, he that torh not ighteou ee 
- 2s 0t of Gol CONT 

Mr. Sheppard, in his Sincere Convert, 
= s down three Marks, wherein a Child 

God goes' beyond a, Hypocrite ; 'and'1 
taving examined my Fiedre, þ hope I find 
them in 'me. '-' 

r. No''Hypoerite, or Untegenerate 
Man, the? he goes never fo ar et him 
do never fo much, but he ves rn 18 S1n 
or other, ſecret or open, little or great ; 
Now1 hope i in the ard, T do not live in 
206 Hy p64 Unregenera 

- 2, No e," "no te 
Man, ever os to be poby 117 Spirit, and 
to be carried off from all Daties unto 
Chriſtin regard of Dependanecand Truſt. 
If it were ible for them to forſake a 
break Tosſe forever from all Sin, yet h 
_—_ ſtick: "They Rek to'ſave chanſelves 

their Duties yithour Chriſt, Now if 

my Heart doth'' fot © very much” deceive. 

me, 1 rg to: renounce: all Things, and: 
= on +> on Chriſt. 

any Utifegener#te Man'icome-un+ 

10 Chriſt; he neve takes'up his Reft in 

Cheilt oxy; but. he would” have Chriſt 

and the World'r56; is 6t content with 

Chriſt alone. Bur 1 1 * I defite to be. 


content 


/ 


2 clone & and. to {ay; as 
barb None butChrift. 
"\- "Ms. tg \ tho'Laxd's $up- 
per, 'to os oak that one hath ;3 Principle 
_ of Spiritual Life, and js not dead in Fre: 
and Sins, writes thus:  Canft thou 
groan and cry to the Lord/tor anlurereſt 
in Chriſt, PETTY nothla quiet and fil 
thee bur eſis Chriſt > Then ſurely, thou 
doſt /zue ,. all the OE Cantiot quiet 
rhee;. #11. thou haſt Hopes that Chriſt is 
formed in thee. ' Surely I find this, Sign 
of. Spirirual Life in me, _ 4gaiz, Poſt 
;grow £ It may be thou canſt not ſay 
ou haſt more Grace ;, but this thou fnd- 
ea wal Defires. after Grace ; 


&' Art, thou. net only 

tle Grace, but'ast-reach- 
> | thou grow - more 
| /and more earneſt. after 
 1t.38 thus 
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he gives of Love-to Chriſt. : Lord !'Flove 
thee , for 1 am grieved at thy. Abſence, 
and am rejoiced at thy Preſence. Lord ! 
1 love thee, for 1 love thoſe that areilike 
Thee. O-my-Lord ! Itove thee ;fori love 
the Place and Duties where thou art wont 


to meet thyPeople.and warm theirHearts ; 


but if-thou art not there, I cannot take 
up contentedly. with them. Lord {I 
hambly ſay, 1/-ve.thee z for: I dare not 
deny but. 1 argreved, when thou art 
diſhonoured by my {elf or others ; tho?.I 
grieve for this leſs than I ſhould; becauſe 
1 love. thee leis. than L ought. Lord 2 I 
love thee ;, for | dehire to have an Heart 
that ſhould be / willing to part with all 
tor thee.z things finful in themſelves.at 
all- rimes,.and.. things lawtul when thau 
calleſt me to it. Unce more I humbly 
ſay, 1 /ove #bee 4 for 1 would have an 
Heart to love, and long, and look for thy 
Coming and. Appearance-in Glory. +. 

- Mr. Ambroſe, direQing to try our Title 


to Heaven, advileth, E:r/i, Towrite down 


the Seripture-Marks oi Grace or Glory, 
and mentions theſe ſeveral Scriprutes fol- 


Jowing, ; z Joh. 2: 3. Herehy we know that 


ths, 


Wy 


- 
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this. the eſe.mony of our Conſcience, tht 


4n Godly Simplicity and Sincerity te have 
' bad our Converſation in the World. 1 Joh. 
1.3. 9, 10, Whoſocever xs born of God finnethb 
© wot.becauſe bis Seed abidethin him ; neither 
can be ſin, becauſe be.is born of God. In 
© this the Chuldren of God are manifeſt, &c. 
' 2.Joh.4. 13. Hereby we know that we drivel! 


in him, and he in us, becauſe he hath given 
ws of bis Spirit, 1 Joh. 3. 14. We know 
that we have paſſed from Death to Life, 


becauſe we love the Brethren. James 1. 


22, Phere is a Crown of Life the Lord 


" bath promiſed to them that love him. 


- But above all, obſerve theſe Texts fol- 
lowing, as containing the ſpecial Gofpel- 
Conditions, to which we find fo often an- 


[ nexed the Promiſe of Juſtification and 


Glorification. Joh. 3. ' 16. God ſo loved 
the World, that he gave his only begotten 


Sor 3' that whoſoever belicveth in him, 


fhould not periſh,but have Everlaſting Life. 
h. 5.:24» He that believeth, hath Ever- 


| pra Life, and ſhall not come into Con: 
c 


mANnation ; but 1s paſſed from Death unto 


ot 


Life. Joh. 6, 40. And this is the Will of 
_ him that ſent me, that every one that ſe- 
eth the Son, end believeth im him, may have 
\Everlafling Life. Joh. 20. 31. Theſe 
_ #hings are written, that ye might believe 
. * that Zeſus is the Chriſt the Son of a 

\ i amack that 


\-\ of Rea Chriſter. 25+ 7? 
that believing 'ye might 'bave Life through KR 
his Name. AQs 16. 31, Beheve on 
Lord Feſws Chriſt, and thou Jhalt be ſave. 
Rom. 10. 9, 10. If thou ſhalt confeſs with 
. thy Mouth the Lord Feſws, and ſhalt be: 
lieve'in thy Heart, that God bath raiſed 
him from the dead, thow ſhalt be ſaved. 
Heb. 10. 39. We are not of them toho draw 
back unto Perdition \, but of them that be- 
lheve, to the ſaving of the Soul. 1 Joh. 5. 
13. Theſe things bave I written unto you, 
that believe in the Name of the Son of God, 
that ye may Know that ye bave Eternal 
Life. From the firſt Text we gather the 
Scripture-mark of z7rver/al Obedience ;, 
from the /ccond, Srmcerity; from the 
third, Oppoſition againſt, and Abſtinence 
from $1n , from the fourth, Spiritual Per- 
formance of holy Duties , from the 4 p. 
a Love of the Brethren , from the /ixth, 
a Love of Chrift , from all the reſt, Fa;th 
in Chriſt, the Root and Spring of all o- 
ther Graces, and neceſſary Eonditions of 
Pardon and Eternal Life. 

Proceed we now to put the Queſtion 
to: our Zlves, bur be ſure to ſtate it a- 
right : Let ir not be, Whether there be 
any Good in us at all? For ſowe ſhall err - 
-on the one hand ; nor yet, Whether we 
have fuch and ſuch a degreeand meaſure 
of Grace? For ſo we ſhall exr 0n the other 
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hand + But, Whether, according to the 
Ftore-mentioned Scriptures, ſuch and ſuch 
a ſaving Grace be in us or not ? Now 1 
having begged of God his Help to. try the 
State of my Soul by what follows, this 
17th. of Augsft,n 676. and I dohope Ifnd 
the, true Marks of ſaving Grace -in my 
Soul. and defire here to enter them. down, 
that I may have recourle to it in time of 
need, and theLord grant I be tincere. : 
1. OrySoal ! ha(t thou reſpect to, and 
doſt oblerve all God's Commandments? 
Doſt. thou, keep the Law in Truth and 
Sincerity, tho? not in gradual Pertection ? 
Doſt thou know God in part,. aud - love 
God truly by a fancere Obedience ? Doſt 
thou keep. the Commandments in an E- 
vangelical Senſe ? And, wherein thou fail- 
eſt, doft thou acknowledge thy Failings, 
and rely upon Chriſt for Paxdon ? Is thy 
univerial Obedience internal ,and ſpirity- 
al, as well as external ? Is thy Delight.in 
the Law of God: after the Inward Man? 
Is thy Obedience: to the Duties of both 
Tables? Doſt thou.make Conſcience of 
Particular Duties in every Relation ? , 
1, 2-0, Soul ! | haſt thou Sixcerity and 
of Heart ? Is. there.a,power- 


H oo ngeof the wholeMan by theGrace 
4 "God >Doſt thou do what is-good upon 
Account, becauſe, God commands. it,? 


not 
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not becauſe it-will agree with thy Ends 
and Advantage,” but becauſe God hath 
requited 'it ? Art thou diligent and conſci- 
entious in ſecret Duties to perform them? 
and in Spirtrual or Hearr-Sins; and feeret 
Lufts, to avoid them ? - Doft thou ferve 
God in Spirit ? Doft thon eye God, whe- 
ther in ptivate- or publick ? Doſt thou fer 
thy ſelt zealouſly againft thoſe Sins thou 
art moſt inclined unto? Doſt thou hate 
Sin moſt in thy ſelf, and in thoſe that are - 
neareſt unto thee ? Haſt thou 'reſpe& 
all God's Commandments? but yer to rhe 
Duties'of the firft Table before the ſecond, 
to the Commands of greater Daties be- 
fore thoſe of lelfer Duties ? Or if in all 
theſe Particulars thou findeſt not ſuch an 
Uprightneſs as hath no Deceit orFalſhood, 
or carnal Reſpetts, at all joined with it, 
(for as all other Graces are but in part; {6 
are. we ſincere and upright but in part) 
art thou humbled under thy Hypocrifie 
and ſpiritual Guile ? And doft thou truſt 
only to Chriſt * And doft thou cry, as Da- 
vid did. for Truth in the inward Parts ? 
Doſt thou obſerve the Frame of thy Heart 
m thoſe things which none butGod knows? 
and! abſtain from Sin ? And is this Op: 
fion ' and Adſtinence - ſettled 'and 
inthy Heart, not only for ſome Firs 


and 


hg he BG TheChliraZer ard Trial 

yy ”” ahd Seaſons.” but is it the habitual Tncli- 
* inon W thy Soul p - Hers — mo A 
Rd Kin of Impolhibility to 

Ib with par Hulneſand parpoſed Comms 
ze, "or with ſuch an univerſal Content 
of Soul ' as wicked Men do > And doth 
this! bility 'to Sin arife from a kind- 
ly Work of Grace within, and not from 
any terrible Reftraint upon thy Conlci 
ence without ? Doſtthou in good meaſure 
and by degrees not only leave outward 
groſs Sins, but even conquer and crucifie 
the inward Body of Sin ? Doſft thou op- 
ſe and leave Sin, becauſe of the evil 
N2ture of 'Sin, becauſe it is contrary to 
God? Is the Bent and Inclination of thy 
Heart againſt Sin univerfally ? Doſt thou, 
with Pal, bewail the evil Motions of thy 
Heart? Doſt thou with Hezekioh;humble 
thy 1ſelf for the Pride of rhy Heart?" Ts 
Pride, Unbelief, -Earthlineſs, and rhe fe- 
veral Luſts of. thy Soul diſcovered and 
erucified > Doſt' thou abher ſecrer Sins us 
well as publick ? and +fear God's Know: 
ledpe ' of thy Sins more than alt the 
Worlds > Doſt thou-abhor and'lament 
Deftefts in holy Ordinances, ' as well as 
groſs Sins, —_—_—_ efts of holy Duties, Luke- 

. maker and iftraRions" therein ?: Doſk 
thou not'only oppoſe! Sin in thy ſelf} bur 
he! 7 apo inothers ? Doſt thou' chool e 
Tatner 


EF Nun? SS 


 1,,:0f u Real Chriſtin: WY 
rather; to ſuffer Affliction with the Peg-"9 
ple of God, than to fin againft God ?, Arg ® 


of Sin ? | 

4. O my Soul! Doſt thou perform Du- 
ties ſpiritually ? Are thy Morives and 
Ends ſpiritual in thy ſpiritual Attions, 
ſuch as the Command of God, njojrg 
of Communion with God, the Light 0 
his Countenance, Increaſe of Grace ? &c. 
Is there Zeal, Fervency, AQtivity in thy 
Performance of Duties ? Is there in thee 
a free Inclination to the Duties that God 
anion ? Are there in thee evo 4 
potitions and Combats againſt the Fle 
and unregenerate Part ? 

5. O my Soul ! Doſt thou love the Bre- 
thren ? Doſt thou love them becauſe of 
the Image of God in them? Doſt thou 
love them becauſe they are godly > Dolt 
thou love all the Godly, Rich and Poor, 
High and Low, but them moſt of all that 
excel moſt in Purity and Godlineſs > Arty 
thou ready and willing to own them as, 
Brethren and to join with them in time of 
Perſecution? Haſt thou an holy Zeal a+ 
g2inſt Sinners ? an Impatiency and oY 

| aL 


0 $ The Charaler and Trid! 

Þ Grief at the Wickedneſs of others ? Doſt 
” _ thou procure all ſpiritual Good to the 
Brethren as thou art able ?. Doſt thou 
pong jou cher exhort them, provoke them 
to < ?. Doſt thou, bear their Burdens, 
and. forbeartheir Infirmities? And if fome- 
times thou findeſt fome Envyings, ſome 
Impatiencies towards ſome of the Bre- 
thren,. (for in the beſt is ImperfeQion of 
gace). yet is thy; Soul troubled at this ? 
oit-thou pray down thef? Sins; in: thy 
Heart 2 and art thou at no reſt till ir be 0- 
therwiſe with thee ? Art thou notaſham'd. 
to-be-call'd one of the Believers, one of 
the holy Brethren in time of Perſecution? 
-,, 66 Oy Soul! Doſt thou. love. Chile ? 


FI : 


Doſs thou evidence'this Love by keeping 
his Commandments, and: by accepting ot 
hisRebukes? Is thy Love toChriſt a ſtrong 
and laſting, everliving and continuing 
Love ? Doſt thon love/himn in Sincerisy ? 
Cannot many Waters of Affliction quench 
this thy Love, nor; the Floods of Peritcu- 
tion drown. it? Is-rhy Love a-tranſcen- 
dent -Love, ſurpaſſing all other Love ? 
po the Love of-Facher, Mother, Wite, 

on, Daughter, Brother, Siſter, yea, and 

t thy own Lite,alſo, give place to this 
Love 2 Doth Chriſt fit in the Throne of 
thy Heart, and do.all theſe fir below at 
the Foot-irool-? Doſt thou bear ſuch fer- 

"N vent 


n "Rc nr AE ae A. AED AP ORDER. no ms 


vent warm Attica to-Cliſe; an has 'Y 
wouldſt be content to part with all; 'ra- = 
ther than part with him ? Canſt thou fay- 
with. Davad, The Lord 3s m j gray ye | 
whom have I in Heaven- but thee 2 and 
whom on Earth that 1 deſire i in compariſon 
of thee? The World, it may be, will be 
ometimes creeping. into thy Attettions, 
thou can'ſt not be. quite 
Love of the World, Trang doſt | Jodgment 


ordin hy 


P 
it io high,thar - th would'ſt NOT gs 
the Title to it;; and - Hopes of God's Ac- 
for any Worldly Good whatſo- 
hx ? Nay, art thou willing to labourand; 
ſuffer for it ; and tho” the bleth may ſome. 
times ſhrink or draw back, yet art thou 
reſolved and content to go through. all ? 
7. 0. my Soul ! Doſt thou believe in the- 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt > Doſt thou find that; 


thou art naturally a loſt condemned Crea-; 
ture 3 


"7 Moy 46 aw believe ' that Jeſus 
* ,/ Ehniit is the Mediator, who hath made 
E by . atv jent SatisfaRion to the Law ; and 
+ conſidering that in the Goſpel he i ofter- 
FE WW withbut Exception to AH, doſt 'thou 
[: that'he;and healone thall 
be rhy Saviour? Are thou content-to take 
him For thy King, to govern arid guide 
thee "by his Laws and Spirit ? Art thou 
willing te him, even when! he com- 
reds Norden 4 'Duties.and thoſe which 
moſrcrof9 the Deſires of the Fleſh ?' Is it 
Ny Somos when thou breakeſt thy Re- 
5 ution heretn, and thy Joy when thor 
i jy cloſe in Obedietce to him ? And 
the World and Fleſh-:do ſometimes 
ie and ©oyer-reach thee; ' yet is it thy 
ordinary Defire and Reſolution to'obey, 
{d'' that thou wouldſt not- change'thy 
Lord and Maſter for all the World» > 
'By theſe things he adviſeth to try, and 
our Hearts to anſwer; ſuffer them 
not- to be filent,, nor to think of” other 
Matters : If any Queſtion behard through 
the Darkneſs of our Hearts,” yer do - not 
4t over, but ſearch the clofer, and 
' the caſe the more exactly and, it 
ithe poflible, let not our Hearts give over, 
4 till” we have reſolved the Queſtiong and 
| roldusofforoniniwhatcaſe we are; yea, 
__ 5 wand "with thy Hearttill-rhou haſt pf 
"FER Tt vVailed 
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vailed, and ſay, I will not let theego ilk 
thou haſt anſwered. . He thatcan prevath 7 
with his own Heart, - ſhall alſo-be a Pre- - - 
vailer with God. -rtifn ys FO 

. When we have diſcovered the Truth of - © 
qur 'State, then paſs the-Sentence accord- 
ingly.. A meet Examination will d90:us 
little good, it we-proceed not to a Judg- 
ment. , Conclude as we find, either we 
are true Believers, 0r we are not z either 
we have a Title to. Heaven, or that-we 
have not bur paſs not. this Szntence with: 
Selt-Flattery, nor from Melancholy Ter- 
rors/and Fears. + 

x Not with Self-flattery. Alas | what 
will ir, profit us to: think, our felyes the 
Children of God, when we viſibly expreſs 
the Power of Sin and Satan in our Lives? 
2dly, .Qn the other fide, paſs not this 
Sentence from Melancholy Unbeliet, Ter- 
rors, and Fears. - As the carnal Man fails 
the tormer way, ſo the tempted Chriſtian 
lometimes fails this way. - In this Caſe 
run we over. our Evidences again and a- 
gain, and. proceed we from rhole that/are: 
more difficult to thoſe that are more- ea», 
fie. One Sign perhaps maybe more eafily 
ws 5/208 than another z and it we can 
ut diſcover /ore, yea, if but one, wemay 
aſluredly gather all the reſt are;there.. ; 
Come then,pals on now to Senlenett Its al 
(42 at 97 
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ever; let us-defire him to ſhine on our 
Graces, and then ſpeak groundedly and 
deliberately, and truly.as we find; accord- 
ing to. our very Conſciences! Do not con- 
clude, as/{omedo, I am a good Chriſtian ; 
'or as others do.,, I am-a' Reprobate, or.an 
'Hypocrite, and ſhall be damned. : When 
we have-no ground for what we ſay, bur 
our own Fancy, 'or Hopes, or Fears: let 
not our Judgment be any way biaſs'd or 
Þrib'd from 1entencing aright. 

- Then he- further adviſecth, That we 
ſhould labour to get our Hearts kindly 
afﬀeted with its diſcovered Condition, 
according to the Sentence;paſs'd on it. Do 
hot think enough to/4zow, but labour 
to fee/ what God hath made us to ſee, it 

, we find our ſelves renewed and- /anttified 
indeed. O let us get this warm and cloſe 
to our Hearts ! bethink our ſelves what a 
bleſſed\Eſtate hath-the Lord brought us 
into, to be his Children, his. Friends; to 
be--pardoned, Juſtifhed, and entitled to 
Life Why ? what is/it-we now need to 
ar, but finnivg againſt him! Come War, 
or/Plague, or Sicknels, or'Dearh; we are 
\ ſure they can but thruft-us into Heaven, 
Thus ler-us follow theſe Meditations till 

| ey have -left their-Impreſſions -on our 
& Hearts: Then he adviſeth to- zecord-this 
fo SENtence 
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Sentence ſo paſſed, ro write it down; 
which now 1 defire to do this 18h; of 
Avguſt, 1676. N, 


Having ſearched and tried my Heart 


yeſterday, and at this time alſo, after] 
hope earneft and hearty Prayer to God, 
tor the help of his Spirit'ro try my-'State 
and Condition, I did fall again to-the 
Work of Selt-rrial by the fore-mentioned 
Particulars ; and tho* I cannot tally de- 
clare a poſitive Antwer to every Queſtion, 
yet, it my Hear: doth not very much de- 
ceive me, I can to moſt of them ; I hope 
I can, I beg of God I may not be decei- 
ved : It is tome Comfort, to me, where I 
cannot fo fully anſwer ſome of them; I 
hopel can truly ſay, I moſt heartily defire 
ir may be {o with me. And tho* Grace be 
very weak in me, (which I hope I defire 
ro be humbled and mourn for) yet I dare 
"not deny God's Work in me ; 1 muſt not 
deny the Day of ſmal-Things, but to the 


Glory of God muſt own, -furely there is / 


ſomething of Good wrought in me by his 
Holy Spirit. And-my Comfort is, Chr:# 
will not quench the ſmoakingFlaxgnorbreak 
the bruiſed Reed Mat. 12.20. I am not now 
'affe&ed with the Diſcovery of my Condi- 
tion 25 I ſhould, and do not find at pre- 


ſent inward Comfort -in my -Soul ; Iam PI 
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and have been much under the With: 
Smings of God for a rime, by reaſon 
my Apoſtacy and Back(lidings from 
him, and not walking cloſely with him ; 
yet I defite,] hope, 9 /ament after theLord, 
and not content my ſelf, till I again meer 
with him. The on give me Grace to 
wait 'Oon-him in a way of Duty, and to att 
Grace, tho'I want Comfort. O it I am 
but fancere, and wait ſtill upon God, who 
can tell bur he may return with Comfort 
to'my poor Soul ! The Lord help me to 
maintain Faith and Hop « through Chritt, 
Tho! I /it in Dorhag/e and ſee no Light.yet 
torruft in the Lord and flay my ſelf on my 
God, Ia. 5e. 10. The Lord help me now 
to walk an{werable to rhe great Things 
he hath done tor my poor Soul. I deſire 
and hope I may have recourſe to this here- 
akter, as | thall have need : And that it 
may be of Comtort to me tor the time to 
come,as Mr. Ambroſe adviſeth : His Words 
are.z This Record will be very uſeful to 
us' hereafter : If we find we have a Work 
of Grace in us, what a help will it be a- 

gainſt the next Tempration to doubti 
and fear, to go and read under our Hands 
this Record ? May we not think, it at 
ſuch a-rime I found. the truth of Grace, is 
it not likely to benow the ſame, and theſe 
Doubts to come from the Enemy ln my 
| eace ? 


of: & \ | (k3477 Wes. 
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nyfoul-Deft ions fromChriftand- 
i we A Backſliders, ſee then tharwe'nes 
new theSearchagaim: Neither let this hit»: 
der.us inthe daily [Search of: our Ways, or: 
of, our:Increaſe race; and Fellowſhin 
with Chriſt. It isan-ill Sign; anda deſpe- 
Tate vile:Sin, for a Man, -when he:chinks 
he:hach fornd. hirofelf gracious; 'and: in: 
a happy State, to let down hisWatch;and. 
grow neguigent of his Heart and Ways, 
and fcaxce. look after them \any Tore. * 
Neither ſhould we'give over in Diſcou- 
ragement;;i6 iwe catnot at once: or twice, 
or \ ter | timesitrying; diſcover our Cale, 
but follow it on: till; we'have diſcovered 
itz, it'one Hour or Day. will nor do, take 
another z if /one | Miniſter cannot direg 
us; ſa fficiently,/ go to another; the Iflae 
will anſwer alt our Pains.” There. is no 
ſrting-downdiſcoutdged in a Work that. 
muſt be done. /IÞwehave been Hypocrites; 
or /ungodly: Perfong:all our Lives. (yet. is 
the: Promif: offered. to-us by Chriſt, and. 
he: tenders himſelf to us, 'to be our Lord 
and. Saviouryacther can-we poſſibly Ja 
willing ta acatpt:him,. as be is 10 accept ea 
keep ox Souls own u I 
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= _him. :O that the:Lord wonld perſwade 
yr us £0 the cloſe :Performance- of this ſelf- 
7.8 os 67. Dion 'that- we might not tremble 
- with Horror'of Soul 'when rhe .Judge of! 
all the Worldhalt try us/;''but have our 
Evidences foready at hand. and be:ſo able 
to prove our Title. ro Heaven, : that the; 
Thonghts:and Approach of Death and 
Judgment might revive. our Spirits, and 
fall us with Joy, and not'apale us; and fill 
us with'Amazement.: ; 544 | 


 Sefyember the 19th. 1676. Finding my 
Hearr very hard and dead of late, and be- 
ing ſtill under he Withdrawings of God, 
bur] bleſs God, Ihope ſenfibleof. it, and 
defirous to wait upon him. for Diſcoveries 
of his Love and Favour; and tolament af: 
ter him, and 1cek him in hisOrdinances : 
(tor Thope: I cannot take up with Du 
withour-lomething of God in 1r,- at lea 
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God would ſhew. me my. Duty; and. help 
me to dot z yet when I think to go-4- 
bout any thing, there comes ſuch a mul- 
titude of things into my-Mind; todo this, 
and to do the other, (and all cannot be 
done together) that. I am ſomerimes 'al- 
moſt diſco and. tempred to ler. all 
alone. The Lord in infinite Mercy look: 
upon me for Chriſt's {ake, and help me a- 
gain(t this Temptation of Satan, .and my- 
own wicked Heart, and enable me to re- 
member the Lord is gracious and metri- 
ful, - and -accepts of the willing Mind, 
where there is Truth and:/Sincerity.. The: 
Lord help me alio to remember, _ and bes. 
lieve, tho' I muſt-be doing, yet-I am nor; 
juſtined tor it,if I could do never ſ0 much. 
The Lord help me 'to renounce all, and 
truſt -wholly to Jeſus Chriſt for Accep- 
tance, for fuſtifcation, and - Salvation. 
Now this Morning, being.in my Sha! 
having nothing to do, (Trading being ve! 
ry dead )-I thought with'my ſelf what-ro 
{et abour.z and' tho* I have examined my” 
ſelf betore, yet knowing I cannor;_ he too. 
much in this Work, 1 reſolved to go to it 
again ; and altho* I cannot 1ſo ſolemnly: 
ſearch! my; Heart, as it 1, were in tecret, 
yet; hope] find ord: of Mr. Nat 
zon's Characters, which I ſhall here note. 
Bueſtion. How may. we know Chriſt is 
ours; and we are his? D 2 Anſ. 


F408 TheCharatter and.Inidl 
; .Anſor.Do you highly prize JeſusChriſt? 
'2. Are 4 2) to Creatures ? 
+. 3. Do you find the Power of Corrup- 
tion in ſome meaſure abateg in you ? - 
4; Are you defirous to have Chrilt rule 
as well as fave you ? 
thou lamentafter the Lord,and 
mourn-over/a-crucitied Saviour? 6 
_ 6. Do youteel-Sin a Burdenand'would {| 
you willingly be rid of' it ? 


-- Qweſt. How may I know I love Chriſt? | 
. Anſw;x. If you love Jeſus Chriſt, you 
will be-contentwith nothing but his Love” | 
again: All-the World: will not content | 
you, withcur/ the: Love of Chriſt. | 
» ..2.It you love Jeſus Chrift, you will |; 
delight to think and ſpeak of Chriſt. | 
:3. It you love Chnift, you will be af- 
fraid to. offend him. | 
_ 4/4;/You will love the Saints and Fol- 
lowers of Chviſt. | | 
5, You will delight to he where Chriſt 
is, in. his Ordinances ; and rejoice in his 
Preſence when you meet with him. - 
: 6; Love to Chrift will make you ſeek 
the: Honour of Chrilt, | Fe 
7. Your- Lives will run out in lively 
aftings and exerciſe of Grace upotiChti 


8 
aF4 


over 
&.; 


+8. If you love Chriſt, you will not 
think any thing toomuch to do for Chriſt, | 


. 


ee. le, EEE. 


ee EO, 


keep my Commandments, 1aith  Chrilt ; 
ſo that 1t I keep-Chriſt's Commandments, 
it is a Sign that Llove him. | 


Now follow ſome .Charaffers that 
Mr. Na/ton laid down of true Eaith in 7e- 
ſas Chriſt; but before theſe he _ ſome 
Rules ro help us in trying our ſelves. 1. If 
you would judge aright of your Faith, be 
fure you do not truſt to your own Hearts. 
2. Examine your Hearts 'when'you are-n 


'a calm, quiet, compoſed Frame. 3. Take 
.heed you do not err in the nature of Fairh, 
to think there is 70 7rue Faith where thers 


15279 Aſ/#rance. 4. Judge not of yourFairh 
by ſome legal Troubles that have been in 
your Spirits asa fore-runnerof Faithy but 
Judge by the Conſequents of theſe: Tyon- 

les, whether they'bring Chriſt 'and your 
Souls nearer together, 5. Tho' you muſt - 


judge your Faith by 5he Bwire' of it; you 


y are'in ſome uf a higherdegree, lot 
of lower degree.” Joy'ih Tribalationiis 
a high Fruit of Faith that every Mancati- 
nor attain unto. 'Let not'a Man fay, I 
have no Faith, becauſe 1 cannot ting in'a 
Priſon ; but if there be but any Frait'of 
Faith, rhat diſcovers to thee thou'art'% 
Believer; tho' not # ſtrong Believer, thou 
haſt cauſe rorejoice, | 
Now 
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of a" Real Chriſtian. 41 " 
'or to part with him. Tf you love me, 


FelF by theſe Marks of 17ve Faith follow- 

ing. The Lord grant I may find them in 
my Soul tor. Chriit's ak. 

_ 1jt. True Faith ay be known by the 
efficient.or principal Cauſe of ir, which 
45 no'dther but rhe holy Spirit of God. 

All the Angels in Heaven, and Saints on 
Earth, : cannot perſwade my Heart to be- 
.lieve, till the Spiritof God draw my Soul 
to Jeſus Chriſt. - Now hath the Spirir of 
God drawn thee to'Chriſt ? ' Have you 
found the mighty Power of the Spirit of 
God overcoming the Pride and Stubborn- 
«neſs of your Wills, to make you willing 
to/accept of Chritt on. his own Terms ? 
Then you have a true Faith. | 
+: 24, True Faith may be known by the 
manner of ProduQtion, the' Spirit of God 
hath a previous, or foregoing Work upon 
the Soul, 1. The Spirit of God convinces 
«he Sinner; this goes before believing, the 
ji res of God lets a Sinner ſee the inſide 
of himſelf. ' Thou art a Sinner, ſaich the 
- Spirit of God ; ſo that the poor Sinner 
lees hinaſelf' in a loſt and undone Condi- 
tion in himſelf by reaſon of Sin. - 2. Af- 
ter convincing, the Spirit of God bumbles 
.the Sinner; he is: humbled to the Duſt. 
'This Sorrow and Humiliation: is in ſome 
more, in ſome leſs; but in all there is I 
apes muc 


MTS. HoOkdeder and Tried 
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bo: ../Now I hope my Defire is to 


muth Senſe of Sinand Miſery, astodrive 7 
the Singer ont of hinifelt and to Ter him 
{ze he muſt periſh forever without-Thrift. 
3: There'is alfo an'i##couraging Work of 
the Spiritof God having' convinced and 
humbled the Sinner, he revives him by 
tome Heart-ch2aring Confiderarions ;z as, 
(2.) Thar. there is Chriſt, an All-ſufh- 
cient Saviour.” by/ whom he may be'deli- 
'vered-trom- Wrath” to'come. -'(2.) The 
Spiric-of God makes a particular Proftet 
of Chrift,-and Pardon, and Grace to him, 
and tells him the-Promiſes'of the Goſpel 
are made:to him, as well as others ; and 

that God invites him,;poor Sinner,and thit 
there is Mercy for him if he accept ir. 

(3-Y The-Spirit'of God doth ſometimes 
:zcretly whiſper to the Soul of a Sinner, 
by a Voice within him, inviting him and 
drawing him to'come to Chriſt : Come to 
me all ye that labour, '4jid are heavy laden, 
and I will groe. you Refti Ho," one that 
thirfteth, come-to #he Waters. Art thou-a 

thirſty Soul > 'Thou-artihe rhat is invited, 
faith the Spirir'of 'God ; therefore ſtand 
out” no/longer. '(4.) The Spirit of God 
doth work Faith by bowing the Will, ma- 
king' it pliable, 'ro/come and (taſte how 
good Chriſt is. "Well, faith the'Soul, Tam 

reſolved: to com&s t6 Chriſt, the*I'know no t 

bow'Ithal\ſpeed. I will cattmy Soutimto 
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and if I fink; I will 


kve- os-die; with-him.; Now (deat - truly 
with. your Souls, hath; the Spirit-of God 
wionght Faith-in you in this manner ? : 

-.. 3dly, You may know the Truth of Faith 


[4 its vital Act, which is an; bearty Con- 
o7 


ſent to: recerve Chrift: It is a Conjugal 
Conſent- that-i/makes; your : Faith / a true 
Faith, - 1. That is, when the Sinner hath 
tegard to his Perſon-as well as his:Portd- 
@n«:/ 2- When we receive him. to. bs our 
Lord and Husband:, | to þe-ruled by him 
85: well as to: be xedeamed: byrhim.: 3; It 


Chriſt and-none but Chriſt; if I have him, 


tions. - 1 ama. content to-be'His in Want 
as well as.in Wealth, in Adverfity as well 
as Proſperity, in Temptation as well. as 
Conſolation 4.1 am.content. rotoHow.hitn 
through Dirt,: and Mire, -end-:Blood. 
$..9uch.4 May: yields to Chriſt. out. of 
Choice'; a Man willingly! yields-to Chriſt, 


I have enough. 4» It includes- all Con- 


. kecan ſay, I am 'thine- wholly 4 I have 


made | Chorge of thee to be-my Portion, 
- 4rÞly, True Faith may be/known' by the 


Frairz of it-:: Some Fruits in reference 10 


Chyilt, ſome: in reference tro our ſelves; 
The Fruits in reference to Chrift-are _ 
s: 2. True 


;T will have. 


< . 
at oo on”. Je" "OG a — 


. Communion with him. - This 1s certain, - 
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of « Real Cities, ay 
1. True Faith 'willmake you highly'te 
prize Feſits Chrift. You will ferfach'a 
Price upor-C>-ft, that all the Beauty,and 
Bravery, and Pomp, 'and Glory of "the * 
World, all the Pleaſires and Treafires 
in the World wilt be buta heap of Dung 
in compariſon of him. The Petfon of 
Chriſt is exceeding precions, Cant.'5. ro. 
Fi Belovetl is white and ruddy;he chiefeſt 


of ten thouſand”; his Month 3s Sweerneſſes, 
be 1s altogether lovely : His Blood ts very 
precious, his Offices very precious,his Gra- 
ces very precious, an Intereſt in him is ve- 
7 precious :ThePurchaſe of hisBlood very 
precious; the Tnheritance incorruptible, 
undefited, that fadeth not away, is vety © 
precious ; albrhe Kingdoms of the-Wortd - 
are not worthy to be compared to it. - 

2. True Faith will work carmeft, fer- 
vent, regular Defires after Chriſt, and: 


where Faith is once wrought; the Sout 'is 
re{tleſs, rill it refts ina Saviour: - Thefe 
Deſires after Chriſt may be knowhby four 
Properties; (1.) By the mis cher”; 
they are not weak and/flight Deſires, butt 
commanding Defires; like the;Defires of 
Hunger and Thirft,tha#rmmaſr be farished. 
Tell the Soul: who. defires Chrrff, that he 
thalt have-the* World and Richvs enough. 
No,-faith*he, that will nor content me 4 + 
tied bg D-5 ' give -- 


4 


F146 - TheCharaSer and Trial 
.giveme Chr;/}, or elſe I die. Tell him of 
outward Comforts and Accommodarions 
+ Theſe are nor Chriſt, ſaith he. (2.) By 
.the Attivity of them : Theſe Defires will 
* Not, be ſluggiſh, lazy Defires, to look that 
Chrift ſhould drop into their Mouths 
- without looking, atter, him. But if you 
deſire Chriſt indeed, you will earneſtly 
Trek him, as a Man that is hungry in- 
deed, will be ready to break through any 
Difficulties for Food,” (3.) By the Pre- 
valency of them. They will be prevalent 
and powertul Defires ; they will make 
thee content to part with ſomething tar 
Chriſt. . When Chriſt ſaith, I would have 
thee leave ſuch a Luſt: With all my 
; Heart, faich, the Soul. When Chri/t ſaith, 
Follow me. in any. hard Daty, as the Du- 
iy of Self-denia/ ; With all my Heart, 
Jaith the Soul. Moſes was content to 
part with all his Preferment for Chriſt; 
.he counted the Reproach. of Chr:/t great- 
.&r Riches than the Treaſures of Egypr. 
(4) By the Conftancy of them. If your 
elres are right, you, will ſtill be deſi- 
110 or, 0 Chriſt; you will never be 
To iatisfied; as to lay you have:enough of 
him, FIGS: (2 thirſting {till ; 
P/al.119. 20. My Soul breaketh for the 
longing it bath to:thy Fudgments: at all 
1imes.. A. Man that hath taſted A the 
WCeet- 
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Smeetneſs of Chry/t ,, Q: that I mighttaſte 
more; ſaith-he!'/There:is arhoufand times 
more Sweztzeſs: 'iri- Chrilt than ever yet 
you taſted. He that faith he knows Chr4/t 
ſo mach, thathe defires to know no more, 
| dare ſay he neyer taſted the Sweetneſs - 
of Chriſt atall: For the wa” yr have 
experientd;: the more. you will hunger 
atterhim, 'and ;defire him; | 
\';/3« AnotheriFruig of Fairh in reference 
to Cbrift isthis, Wwill work an earneſt; - 
fervent Love to Ebrift , ſo that a-Believer 
will-love 7Ze/tz« Cbrift | above all things, 
and fay, Thy»Loves are- better than Wine,.- 
Gait. 1-9. þIt-is-ſaid” the Loadſtone will 
not daa@wilron in the: Preſence ob the Dia- 
mon {o no outward Loadſtene-of Plea- - 
fure and Contentmenr can draw the Soul 
>the Preſence of the Lord Ze/as Chriſt. 
When a Worldly Man doth boaſt, Theſe - 
are.\my. Lands,' and Houſes, andEnjoy- - 
ments: A'Believer ſaith, Albmy Pleafures, 
-and'Richesand. Jewels, are in 7e/14s-Chrift. - 
As Mephnbeſheth ſaid, 2 Kings 197-30;\Let 
him take all, for ax much ax Fhaue' ſeen the 
Face of my kord the: King-:;So faith'a true 
Believer. Let worldly Men: rake all,;fo'T 
may ſee-the Face of my-Lotd rhe King of 
-Saints.”. When-a Believer can draw out 
the--Quineeſſence: of. all Creature-Com- 
forts, and ſay: the Sweetnels of all is in 
eYIR1S! Chriſt. - 


rt 1-4 20-92-coreyarr RR 
+ Again-' This true Faith-! will make a 
Man love:Chriſt- againſt: all Difficulties 
apd Temptations,  and.'/Diſcouragements 
he-can meet. with in:Heaven's way. What 
tho' I ſufter Reproach-or Chrilt, faith. 
the Believer, yet Icanlove him {ill nay, 
'L'ſuffer the-Loſs of all may Eſtate for- 
riſt, yet I can lovehim Nil 5 nay; tho? 
Linker the Loſs of my:Life: for "þaiſt, 
yet will-love hin Rl. Aﬀe 21.113. 1: 
am ready: not only to be bound, but to die 
{ond the Name of. Chrift.) 'This, Þ confeſs, 
15-4 high AQt of Faith, -but ao igher than 
many: Martyrs have attained t0-: They 
felt Fuch a ftrong and u ble Love 
in Zeſws Chriſt. to! their Souls'; therefore 
_ their:Love- was ſo drawn out to: Chrift 
Agath, which /made them ready-to ſuffer, 
and Jay down their: Lives for-him.' © + 
Again; Frue Faith will make'a Man: 
lbye Chr7/t wirhout outward Encoura 
ments.:. A Believer can fay,/What.tho I 
want.theſe outward Accommodations 0- 
thers _ _ [be as "Poor as ob on. 
the Dunghil;: yer a naked: Ch d Ovtiinon to'me. 
more. welcome: than a beautifed 
that. is Jock. with alt he gg a 
Profpcet ty 'thatcanbe imagined. As the 
Revo {t Believer, he thatthath Afurance - 
1/t's Love, may love ye more 


ongly z 


| : F of 4 * Ear Th. 302 49" | 
ſtrongly 3 yet it'ts as'trye, he tht is the ; 
weakeſt Believer, tho* he knows not whe-- 
ther he be beloved of Chri/?, "he loves 
Chrift as trwly as the other. 

4. Another Fiuit of Faith, is 2 Fear of 
affending him. True" Faith wonld ' zot 
have Chri/t diſpleaſed'; ir is true, Faith 
caſts out 'a flaviſhFear ; but a Fear of 
Reverence and" Watchfutneſs is the'Fruic 
of True Saving Faith. tha Fine 

5, True Faith will work Ho/rnefs and 
new Obedience. Hence Faith-is called a 
moſt boly Faith, becauſe it makes us ho- 
ly; | we are ſanQtifed 'by Faith. 

6 True Fairh works Par ence ; Not on- 
ly/Patience in waiting; but Patience iy 
ſuFeting : There is a Fatience.in waiting 
forthe Accompliſhment- of the Promiſes. 
Faith ſaith to a Believer, The Things thou 
waiteſt for' are worth thy waiting for 
them ; the Comforts thou Uefireſ, rhe 
Crown of Glory thou expeQeft, is worth 
waiting for: Again, Faith works Pati- 
ence in Suffering, eb. 10- 34. They rook 
joyfullythe ſpoiling of their Goods, Anowin 
they hadin' Heaven a more enduring Sub. 
ſtance" Heb. rt. 35. 37.1 Q entured 
the Trial of crueF Mockingvyof Scourgings, 
of Bonds, and Impriſonments ; They. were 

ned, ſawn oſunder, tempted, fllin with 
the Sword; they wandered about in Sheep- 

. Shins, 
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Skins, end Goat-skins, being deſtitute, for- 
Jaken, tormented and: yet their Faith in . 
Feſus Chriſt carried them through all 
theſe Sufterings: Faith tells: the'Soul, 
The S»ferings of this preſent Life are 
rot worthy to be. compared with the Glory 
that ſhall be revealed. 

7. True Faith will work a7 undaunted 
Profeffion of Chriſt's Name.. He will pro- 
fels Chriſt openly, when called toir. The 
Diſciples profeſſed Chri/t when it was 
Death to do ſo. I am not aſham'd. of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, faith the Apoſtle ; | e- 
ſteem the Reproach of Chri/? better than 
the Glory of the World'; and the Croſs 
of Chri/7 better thanithe Crowns of [the 
World : I eſteem his-Crown of Thorns 
better than. all others in this World. 7 
bear about me the Marks of the Lord Feſwv, 
Gal, 6. 17. he calls his Sorrows-and:Suffer- 
ings the Marks of Chriſt 4. l efteem them 
.,my greateſt Honour; God forb:d,faith hel 
' ſhould glory in Ww thing. but in the,Croſs 

of Feſus Chriſt. Thus you ſee what. Fruits 
Faith works in reference to Jeſus.Chriſt. 

Now there are Fruits of. Faith in efe- 
rence to our {clves, as theſe following, 

1., True kth works abundance! ot in- 
ward Peace and Foy: Rom..5. 1, Being 
 juſtified-by Faith, we-bave Peace with God. 
And- it- muſt. necds-be.-ſo, becauſe Aves 
| ; wr ait : 
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Faith tells-the Soul the Bond is cancelled, 
that Sin'is pardoned, the Burden is raken 
off, Wounds of ConKience are healed 
with the Wounds of Chr:/7. 'A Believer 
can ſay, In Peace will I lay down-my 
Head in the Boſom- of  Chr+/7.. When 
Storms. and Waves ariſe, a Believer can 
fit in his-Ark,, Chyrz/# and''a good Con- 
{cience.is an Ark. for a poor Soul, where - 
he is. ſafe. A true Believer hath always 
ihe Ground of Joy, tho* not always the 
w-4ty - e of it. 

2. Another Fruit of Faith in reference 
to. our. ſelves, is Bo/dne/s in commg to the 
Throne of Grace : We: have Boldneſs and 
Acceſs by Faith; in; &@Þr1/t, | Epheſc. 3. 12. 
A true Believer ,can pour: out his Soul 
to God, make his: Moan to his Farther. 
It is his Comfort he can go to his Fa- 
ther with a Child-like Boldneſs and Con- 
fidence. 

3- Another Fruit of Faith: is Contempt 
of the World, A&ts-q. They old their Poſ- 
[effrons, and brought the Money, and laid it 
down at the Apoſtles Feet : They regarded 
it no more than the Dirt under their 
Feet. Faith hath an Eagle's Eye; it ſees 
things afar off; and an Eagle's Wing, to 
carry a Man above the Flatteries and the 
Frowns of the World. By Faith Moſes 
feared not the Erowns of the King,Heb.r, 


7, 


$52 TheChanalfer and Tridl 
| 27. Faith lets a Man fee there is better 
'toþe found in Chz;/} than in - the whole 
World. He that can find a World' in 
Þr1/7, . will-be willing to part with-all 
the World for Him. ' | 
4. True Faith will produce « ſtrong 
Deſire of ſtrengthening and encreaſing it, 
and that both in 17h and Growth. Tt 
will make a Man ſtill be ſearching” his 
Heart, ' that he may be ſure he hath the 
Truth of Faith. It makes a Man prize 
a Soul-ſearching Mntyy , that may 
plough up the Fallow Ground - of his 
Neare mt : And it works a-Defire of Grow!h 
alſo , it makes a Believer pray: Lord ! 
encreaſe my Faith; whether thou encreafe 
my Trade and" Wealth, or no ; however, 
Lord, encreaſe my Fairh. 


After I had wrote theſe Things, 1 went 
into my Cloſet, and there begged of God 
Þis ow Fore Affiſtance to try my ſelf b 
theſe" Charafters, and then ſpent a little 
tame going over them, and trying my State 
by them', and, I bleſs the Lord, 1 now can- 
uot 'but ſay, to bis Glory, that 1 find them 
in ſome'mMeaſure in me. hope that thoſe 
f contd' not fo pofit iwvely edficey to, yet 'l 
ould inthe Defire of my Soul + hope 11 
the Lord T am” not decerved, If I am. | 
beſeech him; for Chriſt*s ſake, to \undecerve 


me, 


of a Real Chriſtian. 93 © 
.ome, and let me know' how-it is with" mt : 6 
But metbinks God 'bath 'begux fome:good 
Workin m1, and wrought Þ1mth 1172 my poor 
Soul, ith it 'is wery weak. The Lord 
humble' me, and the Lord help me to bleſs 
his holy Name fer the leaſt Grace ; and 
earneſtly to endeavour and beg of him the 
Encreafe of it. 'T bope' in the'Lord\Imay 
have recourſe. to what T have done" this 
Day : (and | what' is entred' before) in'a 
'Trme" of Doubts and Fears, in an Ma 

of _— _ GodPs greens. 

a, 'that ave Comfort from it 

bs Hour of Death, 'The Lord grant 'I 
may not ulow' be ſeoure and careleſs, 'but 
thar + may 04k very cloſely und exittly 
Before him, to bis Praiſe anil' Glory bere, 
tl ut Taſt *I'come 10 live with bum int bes 
Heavenly Kingdom. 


|. May the gh. 1678. 1 ſpent the Day-in 
a Secret-Faſt. One End, among others, 
1 propoſed ito my! ſelf jn : it, was, 20 
dearch-into the State of; avy Soul again; 
alſo. that I may be inabled- to ſutter for 
Chriſt, it Iam called vo it;&c. : 

| hope 1 defired tobe finceze and thear- 
ty, I tried my felt by the Marks and Cha- 
racters before ſer down : I hope can fay, 
upon Search, that the Lord hath wrought 
ſaving Grace in me ;/ 'it was,'T hope, my 

hearty 


4 94 The CharaiFer and Trial 
'  . hearty Prayer, that -if it was not ſo," [ 
might not ſoenter it here; but-J:truſt the 
- Lord. hath rurned.me: from Darkneſs to- 
Light, | and "that 1am not dead'-in Sins 
and Treſpaſles, bur there is Princitdte.of 
Life in me; the Lord: grant may nov be - 
deceived. Towards the cloſe of the Day 
I read overmy Cvenat, and%hope;Þ did 
from my very Heart defire-to-bewatl the 
(Breach of | it, and renew 1t\with the 
«Lord which 1did, Lhope, inthe Strengch 
of his Grace :' defiring Chriſt may be my | 
Surety, being much atfraid-of my being 
\deceived, leſt ir ſhould be with me as 
(heretofore... i hope 1.did heartily take the 
Lord for my God, and | give: up: my ſelf 
unto him; and. bind my-felf to torſake'all 
Din, - and to live more -to- his Glory, \ac- 
cording to the Covenant 1 entred into 
with the Lord about eleven Years fince, 
uy out of ' Mr. Allen's Book:) I bleſs 
I was affilted to-Day in the: Work T 
undertook ; the Lord accept of me thro? 
Chriſt, and let not this Day be'loſt. O 
that I may not prove falſe and hypocriti- 
cal with him! but go'away enabled to 
tive'more_ to his Praiſe. here, till I-come 
to be for ever 'with him hereafter: 
| J4n4Y. the-30:Þ. 1682. I ſpent this | 
Day in a Secret Faſt in my Cloſer; the | 
main | 
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main End I propoſed ro my ſelf, was, to 
ſearch again my Hearr, to- find out whe- 
ther there was a Work of Grace wrovght 
in me, or no; alſo, that I might get Cor- 
ruption more ſubdued, thar is yer ftrong 
in me ; and that I may be inabled to fut- 
ter for Chriſt, if Iam called to it, &c. 1 
hope I defired to be hearty in the Work, 
tho* Hardneſs and Deadneſs'was roo much 
upon me. . The Lord forgive 5 I hope'l 
may 1lay,to theGlory of (aod, that he hath 
o_— that good Work in me, that he 
will perfeQt to the Day of Chriſt : I did 
earneſtly beg of the Lord that I might 
not be-deceived, and hope I am not. 1 
truſt the Lord hath pluck'd me out of a 
Natural Eſtate, and turned my\Heart from. 
Sin unto himſelf. The Lord-grant.I may 
now live anſwerable to the great things 
he hath done for me, and keep the Co- 
,venant I have this Day renewed: | 


Fanuary the 3oth.1684..L keptasa Fall, 
and ſpeng a good part.of-'the: Morning in 
Secret Prayer : After Family-Duty, went 
to hear a Sermon, and then back-to my 
Cloſet, where ſpent the reſt of-the Day. 
The Ends1 Prapo ed to my ſelfawere, That 
God would a me agaiuſt,Worldlinelſs, 
and diſtruſt of his Providence (top; I have 
been much troubled. of late. by reaſon of 

many 
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{the State of 
of Grace in this Bbok. I hope I'defired - 


many Lofſ5s, an1 Trade being fallen al- 


molt to nothing) and Guiet my Mind, and 


enable me to rruſt him, | and-withal, di- 


rect me how to proceed as to Earthly 


AI having ſome Thoughtsof leaving. 


this Houſe. And I defired alto to be fit- 
ted for the Lord's Supper, and that'1 
might have Strength to ſufter whatever 


God ſhould call-me iro And in reference 
to-the Publick, 1 defirad- to ſeek God for 
Merey to his Church, and to:rhele Na- 


I bezan with reading ſome Portion of 
God's Word, then examined my' felf of 
my Soul, by ſome Charatters 


heartily: the Help: of God; and e 


'begg'41:might give a right Judgment-of 


my felf; . and was aftraid of doing orhivr- 
wiſe. I hope I may fay to God's Glory, 
Surely there is ſomewhat of a Work of 
Grace that he hath gractoufly wrongtt 
1-my Soul, and that Tam nor dead in 
Trefpaſles and Sins. Bleſſed, O bleſſed, 


be his Name 


I am not affetted, as I ought, but am 
apt to fear ſtill, knowing my Heatt is de- 
ceitfiuli, The Lord help me tro be much 
in this trying Work tor I cannot make 

0 ſure of my Salvation. The Lord re- 
move Dvubts and Fears, and ſtrengthen 
my 


my Faith  in- him ' and in his Promiſes.' 
After Se/f-examination, T ſpent the reſt 
of my Time in Prayer, and hope I was 
hearty therein.” 'The Lord hear my poor 
Prayers for 4 ſelf, tor my Children; and 
for the Publick. I alſo read over my Co- 
venant, entred into with the Lord many 
Yeats fince, and Frengwed Covenant with 
God. ' The Lord help me to liveanſwera- 
bly; and that Sin may be more ſubdued, 
and Grace ftrengthened , that T may find 
the Benefit of this Day, while I live, and 
be fitted for the everlaſting Enjoyment 
of God in Glory. | 


| February the 6th. 1685. I kept a Faſt 
by = ſelf. The main thing I had upon 
my Heart, was the low te of the 
Church, and of theſe Nations; as alſo to 
ſearch irito the Stare of my Soul, ro get 
my Heart more taken of the World, to 
have Cerruption-mortified;' and he'ena- 
bled to ſuffer for Chriſt, if called to ir 
and never to forſake him. T bleſs God, I 
had his Aſſiſtance, and hope I was hearty 
in the Work ; and that upon Trial I may 
ſay. God hath begun a good Work, which 
he will carry on and' perfe&t to the Day 
of Jeſus 'Chrift, ' O that I might'miake 
more ſire of Chriſt, and Grace, and Hea-- 
ven! eſpecially when 1 can make ſure of 
S011 nothing 
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ries as ro all. outward things... The Lord 
help me to live in lome meaſureanſwera- 
ble to. his grear Mercies, and to keep the 
Covenant with him that T have this Day 
renewed. TY Mf | 


bs — — nr wenn MICS 4 # mp Wat) 340 
. Things whereby, a Man may. examine 
and . 2 of himſelk.,; 1.,1f you would 
be faved, ,you muſt by deep and {E190 
Repentance forſtke the. World and Sin, 
and turn to God in Chriſt, and firmly 
believe in him. 2,.Ygu. muſt relign,-and 
devote Iago ſelf to bethe.Laxd's.: 3,,You 
mult take the Favour of... God. for.-your 
wappinels 4. You: muſt-be diligent! in 
the. Lie of. all holy Means and Duties. 

L708 muſt ſtudy the Scriprtures,.to know 
God's Mind, and do it.. 6. The whole 
Courſe of your Lives. will be ſer tq pleaſe 
and honour-God. Now. examine whether 
you are like to be faved.. How: is) it,. 0 
my Soul,as.to theſe things 2 Do Lego in 
the broad Way, or not ?. Let not the De- 
vil.keep you trom this Selt-Examinarion ; 
if he can prevail for that, you may; make 
4;great Profeſſion, and, do many things, 
on thy BC bo red dine, ani 
- }UEge OL TNY IE DY TNELE: LNINgs,. and, 
FE y,, enquire ;.. 1. Whather Fomnal 
Salvation have the Preheminence ay our 
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1%: Of  -£ 
Eſteem and Cibeiis ol ow dis Wy + 
fore alt Worldly Profj naar Is. dl 
obtaining of wid roo, and' ior 
tor.it,” the'gteat\Buſineſs of. you 
3.:Llnder' the Senſe of Sin, ."F woe Fre 
up;your ſelves to Chriſt, as the os 
hcian of Souls, to heal, and help, —_ pci 
yow?--4.Is it the fincere Defire of your! 
Souls;that ou may be ſaved trom$77, as! 
well as {Ze//? From the Power and Practice 
of Sin, as well as. from the Wrath of 
God? 5. What is. the Matter of thy 
Comfort ? ls it to converſe with God ? To 
look up to him with Hope of his 'Accep- 
rance? Doth'the Light of God's. Counte- 
nance: give »thee. more. Joy than the In- 
creaſe. of *Riches-?: Canit-rhowu ſay! from 
thy Heart, thou hadlt racher be poor, and 
deſpiſed,” and miſerable in| this/ World, 
with God's. 3. Favour, than-to be the great- 
ft Perſon inthe World, and God' ro be 
thine Enemy:?: AR 76 con Things 
4s thelc. - vn 


0 let me! boi in earneſt for Chriſt and. 
Grace, and never ref til ir be.put out 
of: Doube, (that.God:inChriltis my God, 
and chat he hath made: an irver/afting. Co 
venantiwith me! TE! this be-naty Famun-' 
done for ever ! But this I muſt obtain, or - 
my. Soul ſhall be in Bitterneſs _— on 
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4. while. 4 | <arup wing Nothing 
Il comfort me: while F atn-Gratele & 
& wichout Chaiſt't/ 1 ama nga for 
his: Grace ; and| Favour | againſt; all 


Denials. If God-will not let:me. ould he 
Good of his Choſen, and reveal his Qik 


d Grace inme, 


1zoili mo 


"while Llivel: T, I£-God [75 pawn N _ | 


me, nothing elſe (hall » If: I-may moth 
Reſtand Peace:in Chrift; Twill haven i 
at all); If Gud will take no Pleaſure in 
me;1 wilt rake none in my ſelf! My Tears 
ſhalt png Meat continually! 1 will g0 
in this World; while I have a 
= Lieg'-06 ve, molt Chriſt ſhall pleaſe'to 
an Eye of Grace-and Mercy on-me # 
Nay. let 'it:come to this, Icawror {ive if 
God be not recanciled } If Chriſt be! not 
mine, my Spirit fails! If the Lord donot 
relieve me., there. is _— ''No abiding 
for me, unleſs: he ſp Vord of Peace.) 
When' the Soul is. ought to'this; I muſe 
have an Intereſt in Chriſt,-or'.nothing 
will ſatishe me ; ſuch an one ſhall find 
Acceptance': Therefore: be-.in good car- 
neſt, 'and-let the /[Defires of the Soul riſe 
Nel to an! __ Reſtlefneſs; 0 wretched 
that we'can letithe greateſt 

ax Does burr 1 efflg 34 
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"Ten ach os our e Haigh: Thus 
Mr. Steel advis'd we ſhould :often com: - 
mune with our Hearts. I. What haye I 
been,” if now” I 'dm-changed'?” 1” was a 
wretched: Sinner ! \.II, What Good ward] 
done, thatGod'may have rhe Glory, and 
| I the Comfort?«III, Hoiy have | done it? 
IV: What have I negleQted 2 The floth- 
ful. Servant 'is condemin'd,' who had Ta- 
lents, but«did no oye them. What 
Duties: havel neg and: how-many 
Opportunities of. doing good omitted ? 
V. What State am I in? Aml in a gra- 
cious or: finful State, . in Chriſt, .or in my 
Sins ? If Iam in Ch hs rules" if 'in 
Sin, that teigns. - VL What Frame am I 
in? .Am. I in agracious or worldly Fratne 

of Heart? VIL -What do I? Am Lin 
my Calling, and inthe __ my Duty 
Am LI .now- doing; the-.Will of Goa 
VIH. Whither -am I going ?-:Towards 
Heaven or Hell ? Every Moment I rake a 
Step toone of them. IX. How far-am: 1 
of: my Way-to:Heaveri? 'X. What ſhall 
-} do Md ſzved ? Salvation is-to be had, 
how ſhall I attain it? Þ; 


be Charalfer and , rd 


nt with God. is { 


Mo Dreadful God! for the Poſion of 
D929: T beſeech Thee nccept uf 'nby | 


poor Prod al, now pr n_ bimſelf av thy | 
' Door: I bave fallen f e by mine Ini- \ 
Tyunry; and am by Nani a propos of 'Death, 
+" @ 'thouſand-fold mire the Child of Hell by | 
! #4» iched Praftice ; "but' of thine Infinite | 
\'Crate' Thiu baſt promiſed Mercy to ' me in 
\ Chriſt, if 1 will 4 viper turn to thre with all my 
 - Heart Therefore, 'wpor' the Call of my Goſpel, 
kd orngyfrrigd = th upon | 
" Weapons, ſubmit 'ro'f m4 ' A 
'! becauſe thou ve que, vi Condition of my 
{Peace with ths: that I wt away mine 
Idols, and be at pour ayer Hl ; ofl thine Ene- 
 mies, which I acknowledge T1 have wicked!) 
 fided with againſt thee; I'bere, from the bor- 
7 _ of \ ny Hears, renounce 'thems \all,. firmly 
"Co "With thee; Notto allow wy ſelf 
4 Pn rd known Sin, but 'to uſe 'conſciemionſly 
all rhe Means that 1 know thou haſt preſeribed, 
for the Death and utter Deſtrattion of all 
Corruptions, And "whereas T1 have formerly 
 inoradmately and idolatrouſly let out my Af- 
" feftions upon the World, I do here reſign 
NOR to thee that mad't it, bumbly protef- 
«Sa 4 Gloriow Majeſty, That it « 
the ow Reſolution of my Heart, and me | 


is 


rr wry ooytog b thy Aſif at 
40 \forſake. all that ;u SIA 
World, rather: than 10 turn from oo to the 


Tewptatia 
ow 1 reſolwe, & rby Grace, 
. And row 


that.l.am 4; my ke * 
Creature,wiſhout 


_ Lind for as much. as fas bo wn fig a= 


\forleſs Mercy offered muſt. graciouſly to. me, 


wretched Sinner ! to be again. my God,throug b 


"Clrik if -I .an/d accept of thee; 1 col 
Heaven and Karth to we Day, that 1 
do here ſalevmly: awvouch ithee for. rhe Lord ” 


God 3. and with all poſſible Veneratias 
m Neck of. my Saul under the Feet of thy yr 
Majeſty. 1.40 here take Thee = Lord ' 


F vah,'Facher, Sen, end Holy Ghoſt, for my 
. Partzon and 


Chief Good.; , and. do give. up. my 
afelf; Bady and Soul, forghy Servans,, promi- 
and wowing'40, | bee in Hola Hens 


og 
.\Ragbteouſne/s all 3 
_ _—_— ny Me be i 194 
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bp nbiencts Ar Oo fr _ _ 
when thou'(halt call me herennto, '] may pra. p 


"he ChavaSer pine Trial 


Wed Nawds eagming ” qva- 
gon the bended Knees 
| as the only bh new 


"Gipiiers may bave eſs fo pore Js 1h - 
ngrrmy/ join my ſelf na Merriage-Covmant 


i 0 bug ed fed Feſw | Torme've thee hungry and 
beer beftead, poor, and wretched; and mi- 
| and blind, « and naked; a moſt hoarh- 
| re ollured Wretch, a guilty condemned Ma- 
lefaftor, unworthy for ever to''waſh the Feet 
the Servants of my Lord, much more to be 

bly married to the of Glory \: But 

Fth ſurb's thine unparalleÞd Love,” 1 do bere, 
"witb"all my Power, accept thee, and do take 
thee for my 5 Shes and Hmiband, for better for 
worſe, for richer for poorer, for all Tims and 

| tions, to love, and honour, and obey thee 
| bore all others, and this to the Death. 1 
embrace thee in all thine Offices; 1 renounce 
my own Worthineſs, and do here avow thee 
' for the Lord my Righteouſneſs 3 I renounce 
mine own” Wiſdom, and do bere take thee 
or my only Guide ; 1 renounce my own Will, 


"and take tby Will for my Law. And fince- 
' Thow haſt told me that 1 hah” ſoffer if T will 
| reign,” I do' bere Covenant with thee to take 
"my Lot'ai'it falls with thee, and by thy Grage 
" afſifing,” to'run' all Hazards with thee, wette 
/ purpoſing, wir wether Life nor Death ft 


© $4"8 berween rhe and me. 


Mc Soul, Frags eh of 


RE = 8.7 op OE Or We; 
P "© +6 Ts C * : at 
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'. of Real Chrif an: i PI 
me. thy boly Lawrias the wes my Life, and 
the Way inwhich Þ ſhould walk to-:rby Kage 
dom; 1 de here. willi ply my Neck. wdc: 

thy Yoke, and ſet'my Shaulder to: thy Burden; 
and ſubſcribing to all thy Laws, 'as boly,: juſt, 
and good, I ſolemmly take them as the Rale 
of my Words, Thoughts, and Afions, promi- 
fing, that ' the' any Fleſh .comraditt and: rebel, 
yet 1 will endeavour 10 order and. govern: my 
whole Life' —_ ts: thy Direfion, and 
will not allow my ſelf in the Negle# of any 
thing that I know to be my Duty: Only be» 
__ through the Frailty of my Fleſb, : I am 

ſubjet} to many Failings, 1 am bold bumbly to 

proteſt, that unallowed Miſcarriag es, contrary 

r9 the ſetthed Bent and Reſolution of my Heart, 


ſhall not make void thu Covenant ; for 


thou haſt ſaid. | 
' Naw Almighty God, Searcher of all Hearts, 
thou knoweft that I make thu Covenant with 
thee this Day, without any known Guile or 
Reſervation, beſeeching thee,That if- wm 
any Flaw or Falſhood therein, thou wouldft 
diſcover it to me, and belp me to-do it: aright. 
And now Glory be to thee, O- God thi Fa- 
ther, whom 1 ſhall. be bold, from thu Day for- 
ward, to. look npon as my God and Father, that: 
emer thou ſhouldft find out ſuch & Way for the. 
ery of: undone Sinners |. Glory be to thee, 
Cod the Son, who haſt loved me,and waſped 


wh E 3 me 
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6" "The Cha walter 
ai Pros iny Sar in eby 6 
now become my Saviour yot; $ Redeemer ! Glo- 
= be'to thee, O O'God the' Holy Ghoſt, who, by 
'of thin#. Almighty Power', buſt 
path: about my Heart from Sin 1s God, 

. 'O Dreadful Jehovab'! rbe Lord God Om- 
nipotens, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, thou 
" art now | my Covenant» | and I, 
ihrough thine: Hofwite Grace," am ' become thy 
Coviennt-Servants ' Amen to be it. And 
the" Covenant which" 1 have made on Earth, 


ep” it be ratified in Heaven, 
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A Fkona Mediattvin's on 4h Pſp 
of Chrift, taken out of Mr. Pal. 
worth s Remains, BvO. abri an and 
 Pranſcribed his;..omn Uſe, 
Cog ar Avena Oeceſpone. | 


A Way all nifling Worldh Buſineſs, 
£A 1 muſt; no Dover Þ ing Lord ! 
Come now, my'Soul, ml yonder, 'thou' 


wilt foonartiveat b RG ; where 
1 trop the I gs 

tofigh andli rorig on tho 
Crofs;.in Love orthee! is, this might. 


% 3 
us y «x 0) my 


Clay 85d deal IHR 
ve been t $1 

hh Oſt have! Ce the bitter 
of the - fierce Anger of God ! But to 
yonder, 7s he goes that muſt arink 6 ap 
the Dregsand all-tor thee! But comme, my 
Soul, draw up a little nearer, ſtand here; 

and thou wilt ſee him paſſi ok Hehe | 


_ he goes with a Train 0 of Virgins follow- 


ing: Butſee how! cruelly barbarous: - 
Jews do uſe him, 'they mo bear his 
Crots himſelf} See how they laugh, and” 
ſ{coff, and wag their :Heads;'a$1t he were- 
their Ma -game ! - 'Look ! ſee, my Soul, 
come. tel me' what thou ſecſt. Ol cannot, 
Sorrow. ties my Pres ns -F cannot/ſpeak z 


E ſee'a. —_ .of Virgins f6ltowing him, 
their w ng EY, hall blubbering Li ps, 
their” Si Throbbings: ſpeak ho v7 


Mourners} Y ſee my Lotd-Too s towards 
_ and kindly c': 5 their loving Sor- 
og ze! A. -could/ they 
4016 weep to. ſee thine innocent 
—_—_ a Herd of Tygers? /But whi- 
ither;.O-ye blit 


grhis my ! rd 1. irit 
_ to ogg /- I now can ror long 
my: Heart: now begins to ſwell with 
it muſt now break, /or reli Grih 

yes in Streams. Look!/! ſee the Ham- 
IT Nails, ' the Haratner'-lift up'to 
ſitike.1 Bloody: Man, _— 


{ure ! 
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Hands'and Feet thou art now piercing, -it 
i3the Prince and Saviour of the World ! 


But look; ſee; ir is done !. The:Nails are: 
driven-to-the-Head z {ze how the Blood 


mans trickling-down his Hands and Fett 5 
aud fee how hardned Hearts are laughing 
atit:}!'O ry egy blinded; Men, what 
langh yer! Seez: this very/Chriſt;you now 
mock thall 'be your Judge! Burt: come: a- 
gain, look/and ſee; my Soul, what is be- 
come: bf thy: nailed and -cruciged- Lord ! 
Ah me! heisnot quite dead ; look how he 
gaſps. and pants for Life! ./O how pale 
and wan do:; I ſte his Cheeks! methinks 
be fhould, be dead ; for ſee how weak-his 

Neck is:grown, 'thart it is not able to ſup- 


leeding Breaſt. What yet not dead 1: See 


how he ſhakegand Rtirs his dying Limbs! 
What Gaſps nd '\Groans \do I:.bear. him 
ferch!: Hark, hark, be ſpeaks! /Q ler 'me 
catch: the «laſt Breath' of my dying Sa- 
viour) Whas/faith my Lord '?: What ? My 
 God,;my God why: haſt thou Sonfaos me 2 
He hath been all this while a drinking up 


the Cup his/Father gave him the bitter, 
' Towt Gup/'of his Father's Wrath, which 
4-ayjd all 4he World had-elſe drank; But 
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bleed, 
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__ 


— ___F/__—_—— 


Love? He wasa Si 


love an Enemy ? 


uM Chriſtian. © - 
bleed, and mins and all for me + This I 4 
ſtand amazed at 1 But there was Neceſſity, 
for all this 3] either he'muſt be thus dealt 
with, - or elſe my Sins. could. n not mow” 
doned': He muſt drinks up this bitter Cup, 
with all its or elſe. I muſt haye 
drunk it up-.m It was. I that fin- 
ned. and muſt fans This curſed, 
roud, and Eenhly Pare of _ mine rebel 
ed; and broke the Laws, and thould have 
ſuftered and born the Puniſhment. _ Had 
not- he .ſtept. in, and, born the -Stroak 
off from me, I had been now. burning in 
everlaſting Flames, and. been lingring out 
this Time in "08mengh, which I am _ 


JTpending in the. 1weer., 
Eſcape. Hathnot the rey HF 20 iy 
inil/a. 53, theſe Wounds, Stripes, Bruiſes, 
he. baze for thee 3. O-ama ove 
Grace, the Son of Gad lo me. better 
than his Life |, Was ever:;Lovye he $0 his 


I tO mes W hy YO 
he not let mme die 2; Buvhe loved me 
was a polluted Sinner, methinks he ſhould 
have loathed.me, bur 'hedid waſh me and. 


make: me. clean again.. But why did he 
__ AY he do © 


know, not why.z; O, PEER Love: 


L 
©, Love paſt Thoughts! He Loves becaule. 


he will —} What ails. my Heart, I cat- 


00s Yo it ſtir 2 What ! dead under. the 


E 5, xeviving, 


4% 4 


reviving row? is qo y . Ueaveſt Re- 

mer ke up th 7 {dFand look 
tbo big Ss, thon dof ate foe t 

etcy? Come away, O cotneaway;' 
uþ'thy Growfle Head, I will wake thee 
loge and Jore, and Cer Fleave hoe 'COR- 
ys the him !/'$ 4" for- 


*"P "Bp 94 ns eh 

to thes, Roe I tors theek 1 iy thou 
ſhalt Fot die; Come; teel my Heart how 
x, betts towards thee ! Dot thou not Tee 
Thavel, Fwy Throne, and'am come down 
to” Ae Os =_ fandeſt con- 


Y But w doft | thou 2- 
hn tor 


+ - Aefpaion ' Heart |' 1 


ey FAD 'thalt not die. "Af Heaven. 
will | el have-mine,-ſ0+it 
TEE witheSoul hath 
LY ef 4 is Love. 

ns ep Tath-offered SatisfaQi. 


on, and thou ha acvepted It. Thou, '© *| 
iour, haſt laid down thy Life for 

a thy Father atd-my- Father 'is 
L od 'is paid Juſtice 
! ny are Wee 


thing a ienin: 
act as hou rien it, and oor take 


it 


itito-thy al" 4s me, .2vy Saud, the:Fa- * 
ther thou. ſeeft is ; and the Son/is! 
» give but thy. nent boots is 
is ever : - Fear not thy Hardne 
Datacſe Rlindn els, all: 
theſe cannot hinder "thou. be- Bot wel? 
Ling = What ſtickeft thou at? What do'ſt 
ail >; Half. of this:ado. -would fetch. @ 
Heart os the World; a little Mire and 
Dire, and. is; not Ciirift far better " IAN 


The Dreſs fk dhe Croton, 


_ Lord )wkere: am; L2': What:!: all th 
Children: of: the Bride 20 20g 
drels'd, oo A vg han vv ag 
me, ye what you up: ic 
early? Alas! our Lord. was up wn ry 
all ; he called us up by Bteak-of- Day, and 
wondered that we-werenot trimming oli 
Lamps, knowing with\whon we were to. 
feaſt this:Day !. Well then, T will-riſe. 
too, :: O, what a Shew:do theſe. bright a 
plictring Saints make/in my-Eyes ! fire- 
they: did not. thus.dreſs cherſetvs It 
as my Father. made them & Pa-- 
ed to entertain. hi Dany; Bur where: are: 


” 


Fr 


: 


al , Ti Py "OR , "7 7 I Ch ” at - hs A Tha oa 
, Ing the Jewels of Joriupd Love, -amd”; 
78 | | ?-I am neveri:drefs'd till: 


ES 
y.me but juſt now t 

n iy, Heart before T went: to'Bed : But;ah! 
I tear this envious World hath with. her 
Vanities ſtolen them away;'or the envious. 
Bog: Unbelict, hath: velling ot: 
that:how.T am asifar:to- 
mages they, O:-whither, (hall 
go to find them out ! . Now will he 


ff 5 lhe rwway avd I am-not-xead ta 
cannot, dare not go to Day ; now my 


Lord Nef Fo ask me-why 1 a 
and nn he Anſwer tro makethim z 
| 6 undref$/d.hewill ask ne where 


ing:Garment 7/.and then] 


al be ſpecehleſs.'- Aly fooliſti, fimple 
wb .that'-thou' ſhouldft 'let- theſe 
Thoughtsol of Bn ſoemangle themſelves 


with-th 'Medixations;' how: to 
3 u know!ſt not ; 
"7 | Ca: teſt have. preven- 
0, holy F Hap Lok "pci 

at n thistime, 
TW RED heed ! of come and 
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oF 
Saviour will - 
ments are- not 


mn [that thinks ie nth; elpiſe 
{trample wider Feer: the neareſt, « 2AP>; 
Odeo yi vo energy wr 

comp -w aq 
hindſelf- toiDeath: for thee; and! 
_—_ nga all: the: World than him, by 
RE ee dhe 
_ rinot; thou Y. 4 
Garment on, thou art well clad; as mean 
_ 4s it:155 tis fuch -an-one as Hea» 

ave thee, and; ſuch an-'one as.thy' 
fea <deemer can,and will embrace thee 


"The \ Preſence Chamber. | 


is 


\Fear not 'O'my Sodl;: cha 
do! \norfainrs ler'hot thy charge 0 thee; 
the Poverty of thy Grace diſtourage' thee | 
ſee'thow thy Lord draws nigh z. a he 


comes;-and'it is but to welcome thee, 
and fall abour- thy: Neck-and kiſs thee, 
and bid thee a i Welcome to. thy 
——_— "” 
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and; ſo 'have L,' 
cnt why take 
I would 


W j "ona Tell me, n! 
. doſt thou nor love me ? I know 


And wilt not thou take the 
id follow me? Fknow thou wilt : J 


Mos: nnd 00m: thine; take-in, 
}-\-ordhog it, as thou; uae ng 


"Y 
: 
” 


- 


: 


| IT fo $d 
" R--« 5 '; U ; Lie th 
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I have drunk; and 


e&, my Deareſt, 
have broached my 


alrpledwome; | 


; 


are high hor ſhall: revive oem nds 
PE es thee; drink on th Love 
2nd 7 7 ne to me; Feommand'1 5, as. 
thou wilt have thy Heart to i 
Wounds'tobe cured, thy Spirits to'te 

thy Fears to ſcatter, "hy Soul tolove and 
obey me Take, O rake this C oy 


Hand z ta taſte it, and Praiſe my Þ 
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leFed, and tranſcribed for 
| Ofc. Theſe are Jome among others 


*? rHat we are affraid to. do befote 
/ . Meti, 'we ſhould be affraid'to. 

| uhink- before 'God ;'/becauſe' ous + 

| "Thoughts 'are//as obvious to the Eye 


God," as ham to the Eyes e 
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ACHION; £o0d 3 . 
make rod) he" gn. ood, ry ths. 

"he wh. preſumes to good. in Hopes.of 
1:00 ſhall. be. ſure to "Ren, be- 
cauſe he preſumes.  -., 

They, who preſume moſt. in a time of 
Proſperity, are- moſt... apt to deſpair 1 in 
Ads rerfity, 

'Repent one Day before hou dieft, was 
good. Counkſl : L know not when that 
will bez therefore I will repent zo 

Poy-Yefbit ſhould be-too late:o Morrow. 
LI Men dais his Repentance one Day, 
h*another Day more 'to repent of, and 
« eſs ro do it in. 
od, who joins the.End and Means to- 
Sie wry doth Sccomplith all his Purpoſes 
of: Gogd to us, by, working in-1us 
AandEndeayours: __ to ms hr Potpaſes. 
»,;Berter g0,'to Heaven by the, Gags of 
Hell, than to Hell by the. Gate of Hea- 
you moutning, to the Heavenly: Ds 


can laughing the Pac of Ta 
_ In 
RY and not ſin-z\ butif he 
fin, - _ be fure to ſuffer. -: 4 20 
Herod might have kept his Oath, and 
not have cur oft the: Baptiſt's \'Head'y he 
only promiſed- to. grant'what the ask'd to 
ro half of his Kingdom, whezeas the 
Prophet's Head was more-worth than the 
Such is the: infiniee Extent: ail Value 
of 1ourSaviour's Merit,:that _ a _ 
had the Guilt of as many 'Sins wons 
his Soul, as there be drops of ater in 
the Ocean ; and if they were'of as/long 
Continuance as from the/Creation of the 
World, and aggravated-with as'haimous 
Circutnſtances asany of 'theviteſt Sinners: 
in Hell, yet there is. Merit enoughin the 
Blood-ot Chriſt to take away the Guilt of 
all thoſe Sins; and when: that is done, 
Merit enough: left to purchaſe as greatia- 
Glory: as:any Saint in Heaven. enjoys; But. 
let-none thereupon preſume! to- DIS 
Sin, for there is not'a- Word :of. 
in the' whole: Bible for ſuch an-one. : 
He that is affraid- of! too-much Grace; 
hath. -none:at all, He who "ye war gy, 


to; be. made beter, —_ 

ricIiny the -moſt-; inns 
Saint; he/: hath: mare-aeaſon: a qo 
18] 1S 


to him: 
God: takes as much Care of every one 


of his Children, as'if he had but one to 


care for. 


Ea Times. are inthe Hand of God. 


they were in our Enemies Hands, our 
Ars and. Trials would:/be too long ; 
if in our own,too ſhorts But becauſe in- 
the Hand ,of God, Deliverance ſhall be 
@aſonable, and in'due time: 1 21 1. 
 Hadwe ten thouſand Lives and Eftates 
to, boſe and; ly down for Chrift, - one 
RIDES 
TeCOmPence our 
whatever we have dane or ſuffered. 
:.ThatMan lives unlawfully, who doth 
not ſometimes. abſtain from tafidchings) 
Make it thy Bufinefs to at Grace, and 
6 ds God _— bring in Comfort. - 
1S Yours, are unteignedly 
_—_ to be his: He that can from his 
Lord, 1 am thine! may.on 
grounds(calſardrtar he Lora his God. 
That Man whom God -cannot fatisfie, 
SIT —_ for God is to his People 
can defire or need : 'S ht 
_ to by 


++ Alby'y "nega God. then Godt Long 


- nos —o—_ EA Fe 


aL. and Everlaſting Lifafir | 
When the Devil ſuggeſted: 10-2/good vt 
Man, That it was in vain tor him to-mind$ 
God, for he ſhould never-get to Heavens 
He replied, I will then follow hard after 
him, and keep cloſe to him, that I may 


crfor as much as poſſible of mary rag 


Where Sin lies heavy, very AMietion 
will be light. 

*F'was the Saying of the Noble Mar- 

ueſs of Vico, Thew periſh with 

who think all the Wralth in the 

World '-worth one 'Hour's Communion 
with Jeſus Chriſt; - - | 

| Since '-no' Man can fee thee and. live, 
Lord! ler me die, ſaid an holy Man, that 
I may ſee thee, and be with thee. 

If your Condition be never ſo low, if 
your Hearts be lower, it'is well enough, 
the Iſſue will. be good. And while God 
the'Fountain' is 0 need not mucty . 
complain for want/of'a broken Ciftern.': 

hile others live  withour God in'the 
World, a Chriſtian ſhould endeavour'to 
live as without the World, in and nee 
his God. 

The ſame Love of God which leadsone 
Chriſtian'into:the Wine-Cellar,'ayd gives 
him Aſſurance, may lead another rag 

on, 
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Wk "The Charater hd Trial 
Priſon, for the Trial -arid Exerciſe of his 


ada Prayer, if a Man have/not a care 

of the firſt Wandrings of his Heart from 

God, he will hardly be able to recover 
himſelf afterwards. ' 

. » ?Twas a memorable Sa ing, of a Great 

Man,He may be deceroed, = inks to ſave 
any thing by. by his Religion 3 more than his Soul. 

{: Before. a Man is humbled he complains 
of God's Unkindneſs to him, but after- 
wards of his-own to God. 

God had one Son twithout any $7, our 
Bleſſed Redeemer, but never any. Son. 
without ſome Afﬀi&ion and Suffering. 

Bleſſed be God, we have any/thing/to 
wy, or loſe, orcount nothivg;for ( 

"A Believer prays with Ferveney, 'aS; if 
he would not be delay'd; and then waits. 
patiently,. as if he had not-prayed, 

"If you can ſay God, is your God, and 
2ll that is inthe World 's his, how! can 
your fear Want? If he be; not ALſufe. 
cient, why do you call hin fo ? It he be, 
_—_ you:not truſt in him'? . - '* 

the Lord be good to the Soul that 
ry him, how good 1 is: he to the Soul 
finds him. 
þ- arr Gith Ferom, my Father and. Morher 
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mn or Feet, ' to beſeech me to forſake 
ould caſt them all off, Father, 

Mother, the and: Children, and fay, 

Farewed "all, welcome Chriſt. be 


—CcC 


_ Gitdnedicennut of the Coats 
fron of his Niece, will give farther 
Teſtimony to his Charity, Zeal and Dili- 
gence to promote ton in his Family , 
and how God honoured him by the L 

of an holy Example, to recommend ſeti- 
ous Godlineſs to thoſe who ſaw. his Con- 
verſation, and by his ſeaſonable ptr 
to aſhſt-the Recovery of one, who 

der great Convidtions and Tem Hr 


was in er t0 be loſt, by too long con- 
cealing of the State of her Caſe, from 
fuch as als vie antdict her. 

_ onto arent of 


F ort Acad! 0 he Converſion of 
.P.F.. wok it under ber 
Hand before her Death. 


Am now going about toicall to. mind 
the t Metcy and; Goodngls of 
A&A the ent dnblenbiine, the. unwor- 1 
thieſt of all his Servants; to regard this: 7 
Bc to-make mention of 773 


where to makean end : Iam even over 
lowed up in Admiration,and-ready toccry 
out with David, What ſhall I render tothe 
Lord for all bis Benefits ? elpecially when 
4t:confider my own V by Nature ; 
«and;how' I r3/waery to :be caſt -into Hell 
-ias ſoonas-I was born, as having an; Mort 
- Tull of Sin, Vanity, and Rebellion againſt 
-Qod, being conceived..in.Sin,. and-horn in 
Aniquity. And, as if this:had nat been. e- | 
-nough, Lhave-added.numberleſs moſt;hai- 
: Dranſgreflions. [I have-reaſon'to. be- 
-wail-the Sins of .my Thongh i was 
2thi Thoughts .. Pride:and nn anity as 
fon as I could (think : .I-was running a 
;way from Got! as ſoonas Icould go, with 
-my Back:towards Heaven, and my' Face 
eines Hell. After I came to. Years of 
"Dirretton;the-moreTknew of God, the 
...more I finned againſt-him. The Sins of 
my Youth haye | "been innumerable, and 
'very hainous in their Nature , -ſo that I | 
have cauſe to pray with David, 'Lord, re- 
member not againſt me the Sins o myWouth. 
iO the'precious Time Þ have loft: andthe 
- Golden Gppervunities/ that I-have {quan- 
"fred away !- 'The Light and:Love,'the 
*Merciasiand Means of Grace that Ehave 
_ +finned-againſt !! IL have? ſpent! the beſt of | 
Bi my 


God, and ome Del Ee 
Date, 1 


Lroriours 


| of my: Nature - did not ſee: the Need of 
a Change, -I was'notſenſible-of ' myiun- ©: 
done Condition without Ct ty law not 


bÞ: oo in the: Porbormangs: of: n 


pon, we we iſtall alt periſh; Mike! vr 
Goa 


1, we (cannot. ſee-the - 
the Wi ſhall be a1 
Hat. hong hls dd vo ONe _ 


me,: becauſe ry Colic waa got, 


<>. 
wm 

FW. 6 " ao 
REI un of 


his Excellency, nor had any Defi 
him, TI'knew' not \upon' what Terms I 
muſt take him, if I would'be ſaved: 

As toithe outward Duties of! 'Reli 


4 41h of the my Days © «to; theſe 
Appptcalys <1 olyoem .| Thus Iwent- 
Bn of Coll hr Arg 


have ſworn in; Ext ban I fab oy 
.ver-enter into his Reſt:'' O the wonderful 
_ Patience:.and:Forbearance /of the, .Lord 
ns _ 4 finful-Cxeature! Itis:a 
\q of: ,.L-am-yeton this fide 
by ; {- Itiis'of the Lord's 
Nap that Jaw: Darad fo long; and thar 


ves. Me {Pace.,tos nee; ;.-that..he 
) Io of Grace, auld. 
. Tend hisholy Spirit to ſtriye with. me, and 
- give me many, Convictions, and all to:xe- 
1 Aokhark rhe uid porn tohimſelt ! 
N t ouldnot ia jepene) Tha 
j a ent, {but.an Heart 
* uld not only Rand watt 
| knocking as co oceok my Hear ; 
ing.00 me. to repent,; but 
== nv en be the Grace of Re- 
pentance ! » This is undeſerved Love,jand 


ating Whicg Cog ; Fox: Fe win in 


rious'/Grace in Chrift to me @' vile, 
Creature. © 
Great 'was his! 
he hath delivered mySou 
Hell, which makes me fay wich Davie, 
Come and hear, all ye that fear the'Lor 
I will declare what he hath \done-for 
and the Way and Means whereby he was 
{A to work upon my" Heart. The 
Aanner of my Co! which Fhope 
is oct ney bo nd ge ; - 
dence, vis." the Sickneſs - re ag 
bring my: Unkle Grormmg, and! uy, 
fon Ly we Father's Houſe, where 
hey Cormeey t' half @ Year” My 
.1 tore: Man, L could:norbur 
take notice 


ſtric' and cireamſpett 


W andwas much afefted witty it: 
And 'I 'begat#to:think, ſurely' the Way 
that Lam in will never bring me wo Hea- 


vew; 1 _—_— anothet'man- 
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ater of Life, if ever] would: be-ſaved: 1 
"had many Corv:#ionr, but there'l fayed; 
bur went: no; Further 5: 12 kepr: on in my 
'former'carekels; courſe, When it pleaſed 
God-topur a Stop.to.the-Plague at andon, 
my Un# returned -wirty his Familyg and 
I went: with: bing: :and-! continued ar: his 
Houſeabout two Mombs z-in1 which-rime 
it pleaſed! the; Lord -roLftollow ime, with 
new Convittions ppirtiy þy: the good; Ex- 
ample of my Unkle, partly by many ev 
cetlent Sermons; which Lheard -when | 
* was there z:10: that4began- in-good ear- 
neſt:to look after:the; Salvation, of my 
Soul; and to-day with the Goxler,, 1424 
muſt'Þ do tobe favel A nh ot 
- F beganto-be- very defirons to hear the 
Word, I took» all; Opportunities to hear, 
and gaveAtrention-to whatwas preached, 
after another mgpner:thanl was wont to 
do; apd Iabourgd to-make Application ot 
it tomy (1£;T hearbMr-Vrneen preach 
_ upon Hebraas qitolfgn Hahttt/5,coitbeut 
which no Mdnſpoth fer; theLord 4 uiging 
ob Necelfity of. itz:as' the; gnly-way-to 


ven.” I was mugh'atietedrtherewirnh, 
and began. to think :4:muſti{es about, xhe 
Work ofa thorow Repentance. Ji began 
to be ſetfible. of) my Qriginal,Gotruption, 
and thatLhadi been guilty of thouſands ot 
-afual Sins;;: Thoſe which'bejars I hems 
1} 4 te 
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2 Baventalle Pye ming 
how 40 Getions: 'of- this: ferd 
State.y.and the Loxd was rail hom 
me thas. there: was :no Nameunder Heas 
ven byiwhich.I could be fvedyy 
by :Ze/48 Chriſt; ch #howghts v 
haye/anJoceretk'in im, andchis Fago 
ſhoult be {avedybutk feared Gad 
nat:thus haye\Mercy; npen: m8, becaulgs 
had. gong-0n {i long; in Sin wth pk 

4, heard: a9-excpHentSermon y | 
11228, AI tbgi vt 
enlroap ae, re. + Back 

:HOV1Bgſinftit n BS enmioAhds 
Secantlly,,ahat a; enced. op Are; at 
vited x9 come:to Ghriſti;;and then: & 
thaſeithat Fome *9:himghallfind 51649 
ER iFhis was Qlurable War 
= 


—_ at 1 ry 


y Or 


*74 , 
"= # = © * a = £ : 
T % AL I - &- 74 
o 
» , 
5 it . [ 
__ o 
- . 
my 
# o 
On 
el , 


has te pleat the Lord by -his Spirir 
$0-work inp -my 'Heart, by degrees 40 
opon mine yes, and to let in ſome Spiri 
iito-aiy-Liaderſtanding, ich 
one brag and to give ſomeSpiri- 
GED al Life to my Aﬀetions, AﬀeRions, which were 
O the Enemies that did 
en tedons 1s dender my Converſion, and 
 - Rop this Work ! The Wore, by Allure- 
ments and Diſcouragements, ſought to 
por me off from Chrift : My own decerr- 


art, and corrupt tion within 
me,were no ſmall Enemy and Hinderahce 
Doo we great Adretry of Got Glory 

0 

came like a onedn 
Linn read botemogh nd fo that I had 
hd God by his Om- 
oreed and 


7, Bec a 6 RES. 
mo yok penn tdrewe 
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a mas young, ie 
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nay Yer an tak my old; 'S that 
t repent was / 'or« 
= Bed. meeps co + 
me, that the'Lite of a Chriftian was a fad 
uncomfortable Life ;-rhat if Lentered: 
on'this Courſe, I muſt bid Farewel toalt 
Mirti and Pleaſure; and fpend'my'Days 
in Sorrow: Bur then I began -1o-thinlk 
with: my ſelf, that it was better to'd 
than lie. down in Hell- Torments to'a 
Eternity. -*Þ 5 ova 
When Sataw fawthat he could not'pret 
val in this'/Femaptarion, ' he found'ograR 
he went about 'to "he Ways of 
Tharif 1 bes began 10 walk in the Ways 
God, and, did "hold our a little mneyh 6h 
was w- _—— one ” br momryr our'tes 
_ Cndg 's: Co/Tan > 
turn Apoſtate : And profes 
Condition of all, to return with! the 
to the Vomit, &%. He brings that Scrip- 
ture to my Mind,'If. after we: bave 8 
ped the Pollutions of the'World, we are 
again entangled therem, the'latter ends 
bw ann RO oro Rib 
trer not to Anbwn Rygils 
ir fr than afttr me have known it 10- 


turn from it. He followed' me with 
ow wp nr OT 

pirit to-enable mw; in fome 
——— 
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* G6 | ds 14-good Work of Grace 
inane; hewas able to carry"it on,: and'to 
keep me from falling away, tho' ac'that 
time 4 was 'not acquaintat- with'thofe 
_= tures that prove: the Perſeverance of 
the Saints.” Thus was T' troubled/and'tof: 
ſed” with 'various: Temptations, aid no 
ſooner. rid-of one, but: another came. 
- F heard a Sermon '/upon” Marth. 13: 45: 

The Kingdom of Hewven 7s like: a Mer: 
 chant-man, ſeeking geodly Peart: Who, 
when be bad found one of great Price,zvent 
and ſold all-that be bad*to: buy tt. 'T're- 
cewed much Light and Comfort tromthis 
S$ermoi, Jaw:'more of the tranſcen- 
dent Excellency of Feſws.Chrift) who. was 
the:Peatl of: Price;and 1 thought I could 
mott willin ly: with: all, even Lite 


ted me 10 f"THer the 
| Scriptures, and I:was 
vet em ito be theWord 
was not able:todo,:there- 
arr etnptation was the longer up-. 
onm8e,uand + was muck perplexed 'about 
i6:An& had the. Devilprevailed with! 
this;; he::needed'} not: -have-tollowed me. 
withauy:other;Deoptation.\ «cn 
"0 mom 1” Gather -avier, hoatinid: 
toaring:huidn:ready :t6:devour! ine,” 
ara angel ont ;\'buchſhewing; 1 
Weds: 5 al _ himſelf 
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WEZTST 6 
himſelf in his own Caloins! pie Dew. 
by affaulted et: with the moſt Horridg 
thei ſtrealys Pliemons Temprat ions, 
that er ow him -to invent? He 
ftruck' deep, af *went: .ahout' t6 fe 
the Foundation of all Religion: He temp- 
ted ite rolthatwhich'T am aſhamed toi 
think' of; and'even tremble to mention, 'e- 
vewto'believe' there Whey ho God, or "Dex. 
orh Heaven, not" Helh\. \'ThodT did not 
beliove his Tempraridnip nor willibgly <n- 
tertain it, yeteould'T[by": n6-nieans be xid- 
of it ;'it'came very Nrong upon me, fol- 
lowed me from'Bed' to Board ;"and tho? 
was tefrified/with the Thouj its-of- it,;Þ 


coutd-r10Þ pur it'our-of my Mie, und I 
vashn' grout Petplexity \6Þ"'Sp 

the Lord was eaſel 

meandTu gh af undart | 
Afftults.,- an Z | | 
thein/ But: behoha th Foie of Satan | ! 
they. hve Ty 160k prevail, it 
midenwas fobrobep reſently 


cl'Þp 
followed” Bop Hem 6M 


to have ſuch hb#tid Athciftical 3ughts, 
now began to rerrifie me for chem ihe ſor 
Sin betote ME in/its A#E ations; 4 and 
rold mey*'thatndwlD waswore- tha 
veryiDevils; te they believe ee 
ive God,! adit "rHiersfore V wh 
thought 11:\ſhowldtet . F Fe 


L1TST- 
* 


10" = me it was roo ſoon to. re- 
= he 7 ans was ay Ma 
re-Thita were brought to 

my Mind that did exceedingly terrifie 
- me, as that in 1/arah, There 35 no Peace, 
faith.my God, to, the Wicked. - And thar 
H00 Wick Sy ſhall be twrned into Hell, and 
all the Netions that forget God, as Iknew 
$, $4 done; of: 


ot-:2 long/ time. - Likewiſe 
PC/o/. 50. 22; and: Prov. 2, 24- t0-the end, 
Bhckd. ent about to read the Scrip 
6 Place came to wy Mind, 
{Pt fe ddglare-my St Cn 
, Couvengat - Hough fp Pial, 


£4 
= mn RS 


heard of oe Foy 


Depek of Seal Wiles Hockat at 
mee along all 'my'T 
now he went about'to 


held _ -: Sao Power — dercy, I 
certainly daſhed in 
theſe two Rocks.. p vos 


Saran has tempted me to think! T had 
commitred the $:77 againſt the by 6G 


my atheiſtical ' and 
vz 


ts, and becanſe I ery 

much Light. This was a grea 

Trouble to me, and an keavy Budo a 
on my Coriſtience. © This pture did: 
much terrifie me, 'R#pentance' v bid from 
thine Eyes, and another, He thet ee £/46r 4 
not, is condemned already. and the Wrath: 
of God ebideth on him. 1 a 
all the Threatnings as 
very thing added'to my 
L read the Promiſes, 
fone 16 me, but rather Terror, 
thoſe 


Glory oftn fc 
think' there 
rrp hires why hes it, but 1 | 
ee oa fore 
ver. And” when'T *houg of '#he" Tor 
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 mentnof Hell, the-Fire that mult neyer 
g6eus,apd! the Wormy that ſhallkhever 
di6.5\this : Looked upon-as the-due De- 
{artvotmy.Sins,: and as my; Portion. | 
+44 had renounded all my own Righteouſl: 
nels,; 1 coulds fee-nothing it'my {elf but 
vhat:deferved Hell.z 1. wondred at the 
*atience of God to me,.:Þ xovuld-quſtivie 
him tho' he ſhould damn me. il thought 
my; {ſelf unworthy. -to- ear, . or, drink;/:or 
breathe, or tread upon the Earth : I- looked 
every, Day 'when God would-glorifie him- 
{elf in my;Damnation; but this-I kept to 
my ſelf : Tho? others/could-not but take 
notice of - the: Sadneſs of,-my; Spirit,- and 
wondred-atitz yet-Idid net-tellany how 
it-was-with me: My Heart was very full, 
and'F longed. toi vent it, but 1 knew not 
how, !-42:God I durſt not/go, being con- 
{ciougof my-own Vileneſs..1, was aſhamed . 
to-make known my-Condition 39 Mor, it 
was 10 bad; thought-noneever had ſuch 
blaſ{phemous, Thoughts as I had.; I: wilfhe 
Tome. of-the Saints did ;knoyy i my-Condi: 
tion, 09 Lok pots ;ht direcme, and-pray 
for me 3; but. 1 could not. tell- ro whom to 
apply,myifelf. 2 + 1 0 Hole! 
Thus was 1 in Ferplexity,| toſſed; toand 
and not poor £ And Ing 
me from falling/ into the Pit, of De/poir; 


{ &w 


that >l, could 
conceal. my] 
it Lk ; 79, 
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 \When F-be 610k my. WORE 
y > fc ts with aiemblingsl, 
y. 1 


Ao NS eg known 
28; 1-1. 10 Inn Whargrigt 
SL AQU 5A, 1 And 


d1 Gq+nereeenarh but} deſired 
ers for me, ahi Adviceiin a 
Mateer-of fuch juence. ' It | pleaſed 


- oben owe 
ed. bo toner - 


|; ainft the H | ly Ghoſt, becauſe I was 
i4''T kd committed it. He 


Mind, and the beginning of Conor 
my Soul. I refolved to pur theſe Duties 
in pra&tice, Secret Prayer, Self-examina- 
tion, Meditation, E7c.+ But I wasaltoge- 


ther a Stranger to theſe inward. b 
Duties, I knew not how to perform them 
as I ought. How - many times have 1 
kneeled down to pray, and knew not what 
to {ay,, but wanted not Sighs and Tears? 
And {o my Necelity, and the Senſe of- 
Vilenefs, my earneſt Deſires after Chri 
and his Grace, quit wery'ay frnoyr | 
Tho' my Duties were miſerably lame and 

_ defeRive, 'yet they were performed with 

wth Earneſtnels and Importunity, and, I 
_ think I may ſay mm $/cerity, farely\then 
my Heart was in every Word, and in eye- 
ry Duty; I did not then dally with God, 
I wasin good earneſt for m 'Soul ; and 
that Promiſe was comfortable rome, if 
there be firſt a willing Mind, it vs accepted 

Fg 


7, 40516«;1 w14/-Þrang 

44) 4bat-they knew tit ;iþ 
e(s Light before themgi a ed: 
6 Fatt: [beſt things wel a -Anto 
vſake Them ſaubthcLord: 
le; am; lueh ; Scriptures, were lvyget, 
oh; bagait;: tilearch.cthe Bible;tq;and 
£Avd whe the-Logd was:pleaſed 
"4 ornate uponimy; Meant, they: 
als man 1 Nnee'to Rr 


ay i ; 
Wy Burden x0. LOG 


Las conhtnddh mT 096 We nth ah. Jt 4 
was in great Trouble abou this, it's 11g 


rh2/Lord ro caſt imwhis ret 3 
belt labjderhifei 14he | 


den bind Wve Gd? very muck 
ps. me; and-ſo. i theſe Dllowing Bret 
miles; : which-'I hadinot 'raken'in Pi 
before, nor applied-to; rhy.4&kf3 1/or v5 
and allthis Chaptet'y rear Ag gate 
= 7: 371 Reva kv *Fahige T6. fu; 
7." Bfal.: 36182 Fob. 16: 294.1 P/0, "$47 
ap! Pe 40. 27. Pfal. 27. 14. Lament: 3; 
243 45, 36 pq Y 47.27: po gon 26.'3;4 
1/a. 50.104 Y/a:44 1, 10. 1/0; "43724," 25% 
Iſa. 444 2a21"f0/A 1.9. 1:70Þ. 2. 1: 4195 
118,19, Rom 6: 14. Ezek.34.'6; Pſab. 
103. $,'g9.: Fob-19, 9. Prov. 4.118; Phil bh 
6. Fob. 10.7, Rom.'16.' 20. bac 15, 
\) Theſe! Promiſes, with many more, was 
the Lord pleaſed to give \me in the rime 
of my Diſtreſs and\Ttouble of Spirit,-ard 
I found/them reviving Condials)--O'how 
welcome was a Promiſertome't- When I 
have/beenrteady todefpairzand'toigiveu 
ow for loſt; fy had nothing to ſupport 
, then- did I'take the Bible: -into:my 
Hand, and-defire God- _ di ireetſome - 


table \Promiſe to:me z fragt | 
ond fr 


Bible, the firſt place novel 
_ OT and hath A Ge hone 


upon, hath. often. beeh ap 


with _ 
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gory ſuch Power as wonderfully to come 


me. 

_— being under great Fear and Ter- 
ror, opened the Bible, and the firſt 
e 1 fixed my Eye upon, was 1/2. 54. 4. 
or not, for fob Jhalt not be confounded, 
nor but to ſhame ; thou ſhalt forget the 
Shame Tit thy Tuth , thy Maker 3s thy Hwus- 
Lord o Ho = ane omg and 
I 4 of Iſrael, the 
the whole A por he xo pro for 
bath called thee as a Woman for- 
rin and” grieved in Spirit, &c. For a 
ſmall: Moment have 1 forſaken thee, but 
with great Mercy will I gather thee. - In 
a little Wrath I hid my Face for a moment. 
but with everlaſting Kindneſs will I have 
Mercy on thee, ' ſaith the Lord, thy Re- 
deemer, &c. | mow wonderfully atte&ed in 
readir theſe ſweet Promites,and took 
it as a Voice fram Heaven to me, becauſe 
had defired ſome ſuch ſurable Promiſe. 
| At another rime, being 'in great Trou- 
ble, and fearing 1 ſhould never hold our, 

but be overcome by-Sin and Satan, I open- 
ed my Bible, and' the firſt place 1 fixed 
my Eye upon, _—_ 41. 10) bear nor, 
ob Famrndib atees not diſmayed, for I 
om thy God+'T will trengtben thee, yea 1 
exe/l bedp: #hee," yew T will wphold thee” wil 4 

"a hand of 'my' Righteouſneſs. 

col 


of aRed, miſe. 101 1 
cannot; Canter] exo I 
this ſuta and. eaſonable Promiſe. -.... 
One "4g xa Night, being: ſtifl 
tollowed- with I ful of un 
believing Doubtand Fears , 2m—_ 
troubled. beans it, that I who: had- 
ved ſuch great Mercies, ſhould:have 
Vain Thooghia and rh fo full of Unbe- 
lief. Norwithſtandiug the Experience. I 
had, of God's GoodneſSand Metcy to me. 
and. the Allurance I had tafore-of. his 
Love, I was tempted to. think that 1 war 
nat eleffed, and. that therefore all I did 
was to 80 purpoſe, and that Iſhould ne- 
Ver bay nl his yas —_— 
ſtrong an not wp 
labour t9 _ me off from all Duty, but 
Puremy =o Faith, and _ me to Dy-- 
Wu \ Load, w many 
; before wonderfully reſcued me from 
the roaring Lion, would not fuffer me to 
be foilert by rey but was caſed to- pre- 
ſent that Scripture. to my "There 5s 
no Temptation has hi_g ow, y sf 
*% common to Men ; and God ts: woe, 
who twill not ſuffer you to be tempred 
what you _ able, but _ we the Jemp- 
ration make a way to fc , that Ye mM. 
be able to bear oo rot en 
Atanother time, being grea 
with Labeliet, that Place in 
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”” YOR. - eaC araTen and: Iral 
| 1102s Wastercible to-me;/ The Fear ful ani 
 Unbeheving hail 'have -their. part ' 1n the 
Laketbatiburns toith Fire und Brimflone, 
 which)Fithe ſecond Death. This made me 
exceedingly afraid : 4 thought if thee a 
ful and-Lnbe/ieving thould 'periſh, thew 
fare!y L:ſhould;.becauſe I was fo 'tull-of 
Fears;and Doubts,and Unbelief,c - Barthes 
Lord did not! leave me'/ins this great 
Streight, he would not ſufter me: to be- of 
verwhelmed-with Sorrow, but:quicklydi- 
rected meto/a firtableand ſeaſsnableScrip: 
ture, that was as:comfortable: as the other: 
was! terrible,:2T7m.2. 13. Tf, we believe 
ot; yet;be labrdeth faithful, he cannot: deny 
h This Promiſe was very ſweet; ard! 
ed tby preſent Condition gp meither 
did op there was/ſuctaiPlace 
before. Theie,and many.of the fore-named: 
Promiſes were given me in\my Trouble 
and-Nitftreſs;:and. the Lord. enabled me by 
irit;to;make Application df then 
to my\ownySoul for my Conſolation: 
Certainly..l may ſay. with David; 1'ad 
fainted; unltfs. Trbad believed. to fee the. 
Geoedne/ruof tbe Lord inthe. Land of the 
Lywing,heSorrows of Death did'\compaſs- 
 Menvoutywand the:Painsiof. Hell: gor'botd 
upon mel found Trouble and $orrow;'Fhex. 
aalled bupoirtheNome' of the Lord,O Lord, 
Lbeſeetb heres; dedavir: wy Spul l1(Gracious 
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7s the Lord, 'and righteons; yea our God'is 
merciful ; 4 was brought low, and be belf 
ed me; Return unto thy Reft;:O my: Soul, 
for the-Lora bath dealt; bountifally with 
thee.” In' the multitude: of ''myFhoxghts 
within me, 'tby\Comforts delrght ay Soul; 
In tbe Day when 1 cried, thou ah/wered(t 
me, and flrengthenedſt; me with Strength 
in uy Soul.:Bleffed'be:1be Lord,' becauſe 
be -hatb heard theroice: of iny Supplt: 
cation,” the, Lord 'vs|\my Strength and my 
Song z\my Heart truſted\in bim, and 1 am 
belped.. 'If-it had not-been the Lord who 
had been on my fide, "when Satan -refe up 
agatnſt me,j he had ſurely ſwallowed m8 up. 
1he: Lord has: called-me \ontivof; Darkneſs 
intd:bis marveloid Lights; te: hath pluck- 
&d me' as akire-brand ot of Hell, and ſet: 
me 111 the. way:to Heaven: So: that hmay: 
ſay again atd&again, Great 1s 1s Merey. 
towards me, for he hath delruered;my Soul 
from the loweſt Hell.+: ol 0 wig aber 
_-But,O!awhby:is it:that Fam ſo lintleien» 
ible, of this-great Deliverance! Howycan; 
I lookiback; upon all: this;without:admit-r 
ring the Free Grace, and undeferyed kove' 
of God towards ſucha worthlulsVWormas! 
I, who was an knemy.tohimyandta ict; 
bel.againtt him, (and-hed{ novhing 407 me; 
but, what:deſerved-Hel ? Q-thargyest 
Lotd' thould: fforna ktigmnity .Gicx$t add 
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ho Chara'er and Trial 
obapld+ me to Salvation, _— Jeſus 
Chriſt ! That God ſhould paſ: _ 
fands, 'and let them: alone to vein 
their Sins, and caſt a Look of Love u 
on-me., and when I was in-my Blood, 3p 
unto me, Live! That heſhould not Rf 
ve his 'Son for ave, but zo me / That he 
_ me, with the Prodigal, _ 
the Troug , and with the 
the Dung ty and make me-an Heiref 
Glory i When I read-that Chriſt's Flock 
may <A a lintle Flock, and. that ys ” 


and the 
te Gu 25 Foes thee bo het 


ty GG Lhd 


In thar Number! RI A 
ſufficiently admire, therefore adore 
my Good God. But what Returns ſhould 
I now make to the Loxd for all this Mer- 
oy}. of my {elf I am nor able to think a 
, is unlike! prays 
make any utable Return! f 
of my own but 
emy- which he y hates. I am not 
wy own, fort wabodgbr with-a Price : 
refore, if 1 give.my ſelf to him, it is 
but that whichwas his own before : Yet 


this will I'do, becauſe I have = | 


to give , I will give my Soul and 
to rn —expeſting 

only yt & and Merits Jeſus 
| PP | Chriſt. 


and thare oregon 


All that he | 
on of his Love back again, when I have 
had theComfort of it. O what Thanks 
and Praiſe ſhould I render to the Lord, 
and ſay with David, Bleſs the | Lord, O 
my Soul, and all that is within me bleſs his 
hoty Name ! Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and 
forget not all bis Benefits! He forgroeth 
all thine Iniqaities, &c. Thou art my God, 
and 1 will praiſe thee 5 thou art my God, 
and I will extol thee': O grove Thanks unto 
the Lord, for he is good, for his Mercy en- 
dureth for ever ! For be ſatisfietb the long- 
ing Soul, and filleth the Hungry with good 
Thin s. I will bleſs the Lord at all times, 
and his Praiſe ſhall be continually in my 
Mouth. I will love the Lord, becauſe he 


bas heard the Voice of my Supplication; 


becauſe he has inclined bis Ear wnto me 
therefore will I call upon biz as long an] 
lrve. I will extol thee, myGod, O King,] 
will bleſs thy Name for ever and ever ! 1 
will praiſe the Lord whbileI lroed will fing 
Praiſe 19 my God while I bave any Being. 
And now, when I look back upon this, 
I cannot but rejoice iy the Lord, and Toy 
* WR of my —_— = 
ope I have.gone through the Pangs 
the New Birth, and truly — 
t 


 cow:Waythat/leadsro Eternal Lifewwhich 
hope to:obtzin-abrough:the: Merits [of 
Jeftis!Chrift my Savibur; nl vi bo 11 
2>.1Afid agam.,. /When' 1 :refle&t ;and look 
.back upon all thete Things, what: Cauſe 
(have | ro-bewailithe.Sins of; imy, Youth, 
-andithe State-of:myUnregeneracy,. which 
\was-{pent in urn: and-inthoſc 
\thingswhetein chiereis. no Protre-?; I (oy 
\ioutd remember againſt me: the-Sins/of 
my Youth, he might wwrice bites things 
-again{dme. 16 Þ thould live.the Agg-of 
- Muthadfa/ub, aatipend all-my\ Time: in 
as col ears offi my. Like to:come 
Y mot'tutficicat:0 bewailche dins:of 
-my.Lite pats Owrhardid.10te, when 1 
enjoyed noKommunion with God! How 
anuch-richg& might. | have-betn ui Grace 
:and HolinefZ, hud\i ferOutin theWay:ro 
Heaven todbens But.this 1s,h1y\Comfort, 
itho*þbidnot comps iaat! the: firſt Ldour:, 
lyerdLidid not (tas. mit; the deft. This was 
- the'Lotd 'sAdercy,  But:,my Sins: before 
' Gonvenfon, acnpe all-che.Sins which, I 
'haveitb qnourn. tor, but the gins which /] 
haverbeeo guilty-of ine; and; ihnfome 
_ -nealare ny 8 2m at> greater //1ce, than 
they _ before, Fer bhave ow lined 
azain(t cleater;Light;: deargr Love, more 
\\Maniteltations of :f@aotl's: Goodnels, magre 
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Experience of 
tiens to\obey- tl { Non 
ſerve.himz-do that evan ovd to't 


how; unthauktul:my Walking hath. pew, 


to. ſerve him, . ſome 'Care «to pleaſe him, 
40d {ame Fear'to:offend--him./77. - 4.42 ( 
When he was pleaſed firft to; lift np the 
Light, of. his Fun Pon: rp and 
| _— Peace to; mySqul;; þ+ many 
bo tations,and Troubles of Canine, 
then [ did not only ſerve him with Joy: and 
\Thaukfulneſs, but alſo. with HOY andiVi- 
gar; O how. was.m w_ Heart.aftected 4 
Spicirual Things 1. Whew'I prayed, its 
mts Senſerand- Feelings: it Was/noton 
.in'Word, but] poured-out my'S0ul before 
= Lord: . When L heard+the Word.of 
(God, , how), did -I.heat as. for my: Lite, 
and. performed 'every,Duty-as. tar Eter- 
nity. 1.1 did not look upon Duty mcerly 
as 4 Tasky but, accounted - 1h -a/igreat\Pri 
vilege to.draw, nigh to God-in'the. Ways 
| of his Appointment. I. tqupd'it-was not 
in. yain to Oy _ evenblled with 
the: Admirati his" Lavyel Lave; and the 
Conſblations wt Spiridya4d my MARE 
« was gnlaxgeds. and ;199. Ra 's otyhis 
Co ments with. great:Dcli Mar 
Comfart 3 becould dan win the grch 


bond the Applewtee: dmong.the m_— the 
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fince the. Lord hath.given,me ſome Datees 


Iv 2 "2 7 gr. eat 
Jelight, " and bis Freit was ſweet unto 
afte. -*Ecould in ſome meaſure fa wit 
David, As the Hart pantetÞ after the Wa- 
| rer-brooks, fo \panteth my Soul after thee, 
O God: My: jowul thirſteth for God," fe 
the irv God ; When Jhall T come an, ap- 
pear before God? O God, thou urt 
God, 'carly will T ſeek thee s, M Heh 
longeth for or thee in a dry and tirſy Land 
Tak $6 ts. of Hofte 1 My | 
ny es, O Lord ut 
yea even faimteth for wore 
CO Lrgs or -a Day wy Conrts is 
they than t , KC Soxl wait- 
«rh for God, Sus whom comet my Satva- 
tion. He only is my Rock and my Satva- 
tron; bt is my Defence, 1 ſhall not be 
2” hy ptr he _ no by vation. 
Flory; t: cR rrength, 
= e' is in God. js roy: e thy 
| efs is better than Tſe? 
4 Thall proſe thee my Soul ſhall 
sfies wth Pal prof thee with jo 
| "Mouth Dee WITD j 
fought thee, 0 Lv, wotbpr to wander | 
mM 7c Thou aft my 
Revriag: 0-Lord, 1 have + ſaid 1 till kee 
_ wy Precepts, for "with © th thor: Dae 
quickned 


ww», % At 


quilted me: "Ow 1996 an, ro. 1: 

1s my Meditation tl How fierer. 
1 my hte mT {twoberer thy 
Hoy t0-my'M he Hove thy 
Commandments bs Gol ; Yea above fine 
Gold.” 


' This was ir r Hearr fled with Toy, and 
my Mouth 'with Priiſe; and th my 
Dwelling was on Earth,” ret  Cofiver- 
ſxtion'was th \Hezver, | Tooks upon al 
thin $ here below with an Indifrenr's 
I conld\in ſome meaſure- ſay-with Paul, 
_ of thefe things move me neither count 

Life" dear' to'my Self, fo 1 may i 

y Cour fe'-wirh" Foy. 1 was then "b 
make'4- Fintnal Wot of every yp Proviichts 
and of every Mercy, and of every thin 
met with; 'T fornd' the affftance of t 
Holy Spiritto perform oo Duaries 
in afpiritnal manner, and helpingiand t- 
reting meto wy Dare never 
knew'to 'be'my ; And tho* I catnjor - 
ſay T was ty foe from Tempration, 
yet E can tay, ww wherever Satan” began to 
{et upon me,” I was enabled to-fe'tharite 
was a 'Temptatiph, ' and” prefendly"to. raw. 
to Jeſus "Chit for 'St hd Retief, | 
and t9 4ppty the Protniſes piito my Souls, | 
and\T quickly tound\ Comfort, and was. 
foon freed" from Tempta lon.) OOET: > 

bers inthis my Properir hae.” ta is 
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Tay," hail never be removed, 1 began to 
think. 1 ſhould never be in Adyerfity-;-and 
Tometimes'I was ready to queſtion whe- 
ther I was ohe of God's Children, becauſe 
.T had no Atlictions ?.. þ thonghr God did 
"not ai ep pre Fothin not -chaſten 
me 3 I'thoughe { could!bear any: thing he 
ſhould ay vpon me: As.] Salted oc 
Life, To Lieared not Death, .I thought I 

An willingly Jay 'down;my 


ne# f 


could freely and wil h 

Life for Chriſt, it I was called to ir. But 
this joytul, lively,-aQive Frame of Spirit 
did not long continue;'in abour a quarter 
of 2 Year\it began to abate, and 1;began 
x0 be, more cold and indifterent in 1piri- 
tual things, and not to be ſo aftive and 
lively: as betore. |. This was a great trou- 
ble to me, and made me to queſtion all 
"that was paſt. | I thought I ſhould till 
have grown better-,and better, and not 
worle: Then that Meme was terrible 
ro me, 2.Pez. 2. 29. tf after they. bave 
eſce 4 the pollutions of the World through 
Ho 


are again entangled therein, 
and overcome heir latter end is worſe than 
rheir beginning. And that Scripture, Heb.s, 

4+ . 16-15 4mpoſhble for thoſe that were once 
| en! bt 7 nd have refed 4 he good Word of 
. Gad, &c. if they fall "away, ro renew them 
, £ga4in 1o repentance. Alto that Text, Rev. 
T ; 3- 15, 


Hs Cbrift th 
and overcomes 
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4 [pew thee out of my month. 
co of my of ay <1 


ſhould turn Apoſtare. Had: 
Promiſe interpoſed, 1 will-heal — back- 
flidings, and love them, freely. Fra Joey been 
certainly ſirallowed up in Deſpair: Satan, 
that. z0uring Lion, ..came upon: me. very 
face! Nom but that Scripture was very com- 
forta hel will put my fear into their 
bearts,. and 4 ſpirit into their inward 
parts,and they ſhall never depart from me. 
And whom be laveth, he loveth to the end. 
And. be that hathbegun a good Work, will 
perform it wnto the da 9 of ' Feſws Griſt. 
And faithful is he that bath called you, 
who will alſa do it. 

Theſeand other Scriptures aid ſupport 
me, but I could. nor attain to my former 
ay! | eg gp of: holy Duties, nor 
had Communion with'/God in hotly 
Duties. as formerly 4 whiek: was no {mall 
trouble to and; kept me from ror 
cing in (God: Yet I cannot. ay. but 1 _ 
ſometimes Aſſurance of Ged's Love, hut 
not conſtantly, as 1, had.before. 1 +: 

Then, ay. Grandmotber. oong. 20 1 
went. to be ey) hr 


He being a Man, bis Compa 1 

was 00: ly hs tome: M Grand- 
mother allo; being 2. Eo pious Woman, 
| | Wu 3 was 
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was ulivays teaking of what was £ 
benjoy'&muctrof God whiteT was th 

but yet was many times in fear about my 
'Spiritual State, and much troubled with 
the Temptations of Satan. 

After I had been there-a quarter of Aa 
Year,it-pleaſed the Lord to vifit me with 
the $malliPox, which wasa very fore/Di- 
ſeaſe. tome. 'I was btought'ſo-low,as'to 
be given-over for dead by moſt; if not 41! 
that: ſaw me ; and oo the W thought 1 
had been” aQually dead. hen I was 
firſt: fick, T began i b+1 in-great fear what 
would become of me if I ſhould: die'; but 
this Cloud was\ſoor blown'over, 21d 'the 
Lord-was-pleaſed-to ſhine upon me. with 
the Light of his Countenance, and f a 
Peace:to'my Cotiſcience: And when: 

.as weak as I'think any could be, wg ve 
yet had I then much- inwatd- 
(Comfort, -the Promiſes were as! No edits 
to. my" fainting 'Spirirs. '- That Promiſe; 
EE 1:10, -_ oery refreſh-rrie: Leap ner; 
"am with thee 9s. Hot: di bd, by 
Foy op, oh ? oF 10/1. 
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Sfrnictcd a cine: Fre ” pa OR 
for I ſhall yer praiſe him who'is the wr] 
of my countenpuce,'' and'my God: 'FhelR, 
and-many' Proxies, were my Sap 
port in the Dap:of my Diftrels. - 
I-had-then fuch affirarice of God's Good: 
neſs and Love 'to me,and'of the Phrdon of 
wy Sins, and'of my Intereſt in Chriſt,that 
1 longed for.Death, and"-could not bear the ' 
thoughts of living any longer: I'hadfiich 
Fore-taſtes of-Heaven, that I cared not for 
the Earth + ] earneſtly defired to be diffol- ba 
vel.and to be with Chriſt, which is beſt of 
all. I thought if I'ſhould live any longer, 
I ſhould but fin-againſt God: and thar 1 
could nor glorifie him. im my Lite: as Fde- 
faxed. I.rhought if heſhould\ reſtore me, [ 
ſhould not beenabled to walk anſiverably | 
to ſo great a Mercy. Theſe, and other 
ſuch Reaſons,made me impatient of Life, .. 
and long'for Death. 'I' was angry: with = 
any thar prayed for my Life. 'F'row fear 
that T did fin' in! being” fo- defirous'of. 
Death, and not» ſubmitting my'Will ts 
the Will of God, - to be at his Diſpoſal, 
wherher for Death or Life. 
. So \it/ pleaſed the Lord, after'a long 
and :edious Sickneſs,to raiſe wings #10 from | 
the very 'Gatres'of Death : Thisw 
ed upon as almoſt '» Reſurrettion yrs hp + 
_ for which = Ea Icaw 
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3% "thr Fyru 
never be” vm remg 


thankAd. "And 'be- 


| WE fo much defired to die. I'did not 


prize my Life, and this Deliverance as 1 
hould have done:Neither did I render to 
the Lord according to the Metcy I recei- 
ved from bim. I defite now tobe truly 
thankful ro the Lord for all his Mercies, 
and” to:ſhew forch 'my Thankfulneſs, by 
walking more cloſely with him all the 
ys my Life. 


'» The  folbwing a atncConflirerizme 


among others, were colletled by hin 
out 'of ſeveral: Books and Sermons, 
and are printed from his own Papers, 

\ in hope of being uſe Fol for the ON, 

f my of others. 
I. 

\HOU that complaineſt of a hard 

Heart, and fain wouldſt mourn for 

iy Sins; to thee 1 ſay, be not diſcoura- 

'ged,' thy Hardne(s feared and telt, is'not 


the Plnghe. of Hardneſs : * Ic is the Diſeaſe 
' mdeed of the Hearr;burit is nor the Curſe, 


{lee not deſtroy thee,» Thou ma y it be 


mforted-- doe Hardneſs telr and be- 
'wailed, -and'pray'd- againſt 3 true Ten- 
'dermeſ$. abour Sin is always accompanied 
fl and: haved againſt Sin, and, 
with 


OO ORE IIS II oc SON —OIIIEAY 


[ach but ſhall be beard 


io om God, Ifa.. ay ” 


RE and be dro. 


= os. 6020 
Thaw is no YIntancs can bs Nr op 
Soul utterly forſakenof God gbet can plc,. 
tor the want of his Preſence.lt God IS Fore 
be precious ro thee; and moſt defirable, 
be thankfu!, it is nor Grace that is denied 

bur only Comfort. Shethat mourned 
that her Beloved was gone and had with- 
drawti himfe4f;, was a Spouſe ſtill 3 thehad 
an Intereſt inthe Bridegroom,tho' the ſaw | 
him not. Diſeaſes felt | in the Soul. teldonr 
prove'mortal.. Defire aher Chi and Bat 
Qification is a fign of no urrer tion 3. 
The Soul that can truly defire Me | 
not totally &xchuded Mercy.” O let rempt- 
ed it Souls then be comforted ! 
The bleſſed God hath a compaſhonate: 
open Ear to' all ſenſible Flt: ns 
Sinners; - Fer. 31. 18. I have ſurely beard 
Ephraim bemoanin himſe On. if ph none 


od. Th at. 
be loved of God that Ives :: 
They. ſhall acquirted of Got thar con-- 
demn themſelves ; his merciful Ear is till 

open''to Selt- — ber at | 


ph, 


once a Sinner comes'to 
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paſjed over Pk, The inward 
hought of many ſe AS Sinners is, that 
God hath caſt them off and ſhut his Door . 
of Mercy u oor them, and, will never 'Gn- 
cern; himſelf more in their Salvation. 
Sec unkind thoughts we'are aptto have 
ood God. : when Conſcience bri NES 
on PE oo oponbrane, Wl 
WW, lait 2y.Jay: fl thew,Q: Faco 
only are Shoe for |Diftruſt ;of 
thou think and [perk fo. 


on my care and oughts?: My marie 
d f | {har js the meaning, 
| Tod bes. node ny 
71to, commilerate my. Co 
kn ci" reyeve. me: | be. cafes\not what: 
becornes of me-or my. ways...” And my way 
is Bo th A BE C2Punt Gp nog my fit - 
ment 1 WEL God: Thatis there 
th;paſt;on meghere is” 
Gon comb Manta 
& 44/010 wa Why -doſt thou{ay fo, 
ODT. we 11 am notchonghtleſs and n6-! 
udleſs .of dfto B R009 I v.28. 291 
tf 1228.4 £117 r: | and beer; the, ever- 
{þLIAg Power t9:the faiaroond to, 


2 


that wait ton j the Lord. dee renew their: 
ftrength:z' Godin/his: time will refreſh E- 
very weaty Soul an 


The Covenant of Grace is God's free 
Offer and: Promiſe of Life. and'Salvation 
by Chriſt to.all Sinners that ſhall believe 
in him. Tr-i$/4- gracious'and firm-Obl- 
gation, in which: God doth make over: 
himſelf,and all his Goodneſs in Chriſt; to - 
all Believers. It is a great matter 'for- 
(30d to be onr God in ſpecial Covenant", | 
when he ſaith, I will be your God, it is as 
it he ſhould have aid, 1 will beſtow my. 
{elf upon you : What | am, I am forrhee z 
my Spirit, my Comforts, my- Son, my 
Love, my Goodneſs, my Aſhftance, Ac 
Happinets, i it is thine; Holineſsſh 
make you holy, my Wig om ſhall make 
you wiſe, my Righteouſneſs” ſhalt make 
you righteous: Wharloeyer 4'God ch 
| do for tis People, T will do for you ; you 
| thall haveall thin nee needful for'you, all 
things deſirable. All thar' you can/expect 
from'a_ God. ex an # dag Iwill + . 
be gracous to pats by thy Unworthipeſsz 
1 will be merciful bo pane thy Sins”, 
[wilt be Holipeſs to/changerhy' artir; 

FE will be AfÞRance to- thee' in Puzy';' L 
will be Conrtort to- thee izt Tronble yt 7 
p "IL will 


oi Wiktow! to -cure 
2 be Pt to't 
ks 


. ial | TO Shield ;-1 will ls, Io your Rovola- 
and exceeding great Reward ; 1 
Cy ll bo a God unto you's, } will be your 
0d. and . Gnide unto Death, and your 
-Portion for ever. This is for God © be 
"Our God'in Spectral Covenant. 


IV. 

-" There may be Faith where there is no 
{Focal Remember. it, O my. Soul, 
for thy Comfort, and make a right uſe 
of it. Thou may'ſtbe arrue Belicver, tho? 

thou art but. weak Believer ; nay, tho? 


| 1 


ou art/ready to think thy ſelf no Be- 
- lever, It is one. thing to have an Intereſt 
Chriſt and Salvation, and another to 
ow. It. . It is poſſible tor many a good 
| Chriſtian to truſt in God, and believe-in 
{Np ook and yet in time of Deſertion 


1D; lay Indy may not know't, A 
nder. . ple of God's: Coupre- 
| mp himſelf in a loſt Con 
S:Do wn oi Tam car rom 

Wea 34: 22. 'but it was 
not 


oo ERC a ts be LE Lad lk 
UTTER ORPPOTER 

t fo, for: God: then heard. 

bis ion. A:manimay"truly: ft 


\ ants. 


| the Lond, and obey:the Voice, of his-Ser- 
; vants, and, yet 4y-walk im Darkneſs and: 


fee LG, Ifa-50: 10. Som [ard the 
Lord hath anos me, - my God bath-for- 
F OTTEM Mey 14. 49; Fs but it vwas-npet fo. 
here may; be Faith of 4dbergnce; where: 
[ there is not Faith of Buzdence,.: The Soul 
- |  maycleavefaſtto Chriſt, 'and ſay, *1f 1 
* pereſh, Þ:well periſh at thy: Poor, VIE, 
* warting,trufting , tho' thou killeftme,,. 
bs YET I will-truſt in thee ; tho? I know: 
* not; whether thou loveſt me, yet-I wil 
* endeavgur'iro [love thee. There may be: 
Faith: without Aſſurance; otherways-trus. 
juſtitying Faith may:be /o/t;, for Aſſurance: 
1s - with: ſome quite /oft:, at leaſt for- 
a time ; | but-true Faith/ cannot be loſt; i6. 
may decay; bur nor. fail, | I:have _—_ 
thee that thy;Faith fail not, faith-Chriſtto,. 
Peter - This Prayer he makes-for all Be- 
lieyers, :- They alſo that.have fome Aſſiu- 
| rance of their'Salvarion,  have-it not-in: 
the ſame meaſure. 

There may he a good meaſure off Aſſu-. 
rance, tho':not full Afſurance. .- Fhere 1s a: 
probable 4fſurance,. T.nean whena Chris. 
itian, comparing: his Heart and.Lite with 
the Example of Chriſt, and-Rule of the: 
Word, finds, that tho? he hath lome-reafon. 
| i Ly 


- 
"We 


to feax leſt he ſhould be! awfdype 
BEAGLE ;Mmore..cauſeito hope: yt f 
When after be'/ hath; ſearched . himſelf; 
made ay/impartial.Paial»of. himſelf} he 
eaneg.1i0\this Concluſion: Tho? Lam iiot 
as;conhidentÞ fhall go to: Heaven, as Iam 
tHat, there:is a Heaven ; yet-T blefs God;. 
L; £Q -More-gronnd to hope rhat-1ty- Bins 
re, Paidoned;: apdithaviam ina: ftate-of 
alvation; than to: fear: it' iis otherwiſe; 
(hen | reafon-the. cafe with-my Soul; I 
have more Arguments for mt, than ogain/? 
me, and car: lay,:it 1:die this moment,; it 
puld: be faved:y. 'this T.call @'iprobable 
Aityrance-:., There: may! be Doubts and 
kepre, where: there is/thrs Afſarunce, be: 
eauſt ,Doubts. and Fears do-not:always 
roceed fromthe Weakneſs of Grace;'but 
ionetunes from! the Strength of "Texp1a- 
1t04:;:A Man thathath-bur a' twead'Fa52h). 
i he tneetwith zo Lemprutionſhall ſcarce 
kiow what doubtrog:mems ,'and a Man 
of a ftrong baith; under firong Temptati- 
07s,. may not be able to'oyercome Fears 
and Doxubry,.. If Afſurance did exclude alt 
Poubts:abd Fears, then'ir ſhould be per- 
fed; burasourtaith andall other Grates 
are impetiects fois Aſſurance alfo.- 
. None have Affutance/at all ries, it is 
like the Weather, ſomeringes fair, .fome- 
hd | rumes 


vAcar! 


Srbrbet 


| g Faith 1t 'one* 
that he would 3 ee 6 the” terithoufar 
fer theniſelves a oth, KR 
fear,tho' he ſhould ms through theVall 
of the ſhadow of Death * At another tim 

he was fo fall of © / that he farth he 
thall o#e Dey periſh by: the r Hetil of Still, 


64 v4 Tiy'e'+ Api): 6 1 AT 3 _— 


We can; never have 06 1 h, -t60-yaſt 
Thoughts of the Goodneſs © 0a, we 
do/not think aright of God, if ++ do py 
think Wm more ready" to give, 
are to-aS$k. Thete is nothing Bra can 

to God for, that 'is according to his 
Fi. but he is rerr thouſind tires more 
ready /to'/ beſtow ' that 'thon att ro'asKz 
A Child of G6 ma Favs "to my matt as 
f1ll Confidence' of 


to'the moſt tender derene i tie None 


Miſery. 
paſſion and Piry ines Mai: at 


himſelf be much” more irifol a comms 
paſhonate * Exot.34.6. Be 1s merciful ant 
gracions, be' detrghrs ij nothing more that 
i ſhewing' Mercy. we 


You 


a 


NY 12 


Jegjprure faith of = o_ arg 


JC 


cret aud, hidden FAA that, only. 
in.any known Sin, nor.in.negle&t of any, 
Si 3 4 there i$.no.Sin thou wouldeſt have 


b Cris fake ie as. if we 
had never cl Kenor *iswonderful what the 


1 "This alſo my =o to ” and ow 
Ort. 2 POT. ubting; tender eart,. nat 
ears and, ſuſpetts. himfelt, of Hypocrifie, 
that thoſe. very Fears of thine are ſome 
ſhew of the contrary. Men naturally love 
nd. flatter themſelves, buz ;thou lcatheſt 
thy: felt for thy. CTanuptions, Be of good 
cheer, 'ris Grace, aud nothing bug Grace 
that Foote) ains 0 [1s dincerity, 
hing elſe, :that- diſcovers and be; 
wails Hypocriic ; Eſpecially when thou 
bewaileſt Heart: Hypocrifie, and ſuch ſe: 
God, and 
rt do know.lt, thou liveft not 


thy owu 


known Dury;if thou wouldeſt find out-thy 


hid. 


"2 I IE ON” "——_ —_— 


thee in this World, -yet*tis thy Duty'to 


hid from God's Fye, and-no-Duty'thor 
wouldft have hid from thy OWN' ye if 
there is no Sin but thy Heart is againſt ir, 
and no Duty but thy Hearr is'for it, this 
proves thy Uprightneſa. | > 4/1972 
| q\ Ik 


If God never makes his Face to ſhine5n 


truſt and cleave to him-through' Chrift 
Would you know why God when he hath 
wrought Grace, doth not enable the Soul 
preſently to perceive it ? It may be *tis 
that $7 may be more bitter. If we could 
have Comfort when-we would,we ſhouid 
have very ogy thoughts of Sin : U 
fight of thy Graces poſſibly thou wouldſt 
be proud z to hide this Pride, God hides 
our Graces from us. | It may be God doth 
it to prove thy Obedience to him ; for 
rely on God's Grace, and, live by Faith, 
withour ſenſible Tokens of it, is the pu- 
reſt A& of Obedience that can be. By 
Aſſurance we get more ' Comfort to'our 
ſelves, but by believing we' give more 
Glory to God. Therefore ſaith Chriſt to 
Thomas Bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, 
and yet have believed. | | 

* ar have any Evidences of Grace 


” 


you muſt be ſure" to reft only on Chriſt , 
and truſt to him. The great Work Fr 4 
hri- 


 Ekiriſtin reg | out of a ſont 
U(: :ltis Sins ard! Weaking 
perd' or Chriſt; looking to Chriſt, ſeeing 


our need-of CHriſt' for ardon, and! San- 


Qification, and Recondlliation i every day : 
This is out great Work. How many 


ſearch for Grace, and negle©t ro put forth” 


AQs'of Faith oi: Chef? ”' Alas! Graces 


Copenag 'and relying onthe ble: 
fd/Jeſus, rho we have Ne ht ar all of 
wy Gn: in our 1e1ves. 
&rse a Perfon hath any one fign of 
_ he may warrantably conclude all 
ro be rhere, rho” at preſent he per- 


ceive them-nor. Tis the truth, and not. 


the meaſure and' degree of your Grace, 
you afe'ts conclude your State by, The 
'þ 54) and loving, and ſeeking; and de- 
wing in the Love atd Favour of God 
all, i is certain Evidchee of Grace: . 


33 163-3 - VT. 
. "The greateſt ſenſe of Sin and" Gly 


ſhould diſconrage none from coming to . 


God for Mercy through Chrift, becauſe 
the Mercies of 'God ate infinitely more 
than a, Sinner's Provocations are, 'of, can - 
be.' ' O'*tis boundle Mercy ! bottornleſs 
16"! There are ttiany Tike Sinners as. 
thou - e's - but "ther is 797 Hike God for 
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are” but Tokens from Chriſt. © Ler us yor- 


On OO” EE EE 


_ — 


pardoning aad forgiving mercy, Mic.6; 18: 
My 2mm. ws are not your thought 5; nor my 
ways your ways As the heaven is bigher 
than the earth, ſu are my ways higher than 
Your , ways., and my pa than your 
rboughre, lia, 55.8. "When Conſcience is" 
awakened, we are ready to doubt -whether! 
God will-pardon us; therefore he fetches 
Arguments from his-gracious and merct 
ful. Nature. My ways are 10t you mw 
If you papa; your Sins ſhall infinitely 
be out-done': We'are'iapt to- think God 
like our ſelves, but the bleſſed God is of 
tender Bowels, flow: ro Wrath, lorh to 
take. Vi ce, ready to forgive the 
greateſt.: Wrong, ant" receive the Sinner 


wto' his: Favour. apon” true ot. 1k 
There is, ' ſaith God, as'vaſt'@di 


between my Diſpoſition and Dealing, and 
yours, as between Heaven and Earth. 
Thou. chat; art an awakened: convinced 
Sinner, the Promiſes of the Goſpel belong 
unto'thee 4, 1/2. 61. 1. The Lord bath «- 
nointed me, 10: preach: good ridings to'the 
meek to-bindup the brokenbearted,; and'to: 
comfort all that mourn,” Canſt thou deſire 
to be in a. better Caſe; than thoſe whom: 
Chriſt hath Commiſſion to take care of 
The .Poor- in Spirit, the Mowers for* 
their Sins, thoſe thar.hanger after Righ- 
teoutnet;, . not having's-drop of 
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i, diomy Cliriſh blefſech/ant: pro» 
nounces. happy. . Bleſſed \are. the: poor in 
Spirit.:\Notone of them: would the Lord 
_ havekept from coming+to him, Mar: 12: 
po en mans 999; os that labour, and 
are Deauy: taden, 'will groe you're 
Fruſt *ro: me, you that-are for ft 
Conſcience for Sin, I: will bring you'ro 
reſt in God's Love-and Favour: i Be not 
doutage, there is a Mediator for thee, 
whole Worchineſs/and Righreouſneſs, is 
more fatisfaQory and: pleaſing unto God, 
than all the Sinners Wickednels is inju- 
af and diipleating.to him. \O this .is a 
very ſweet and: copfortable Confideration 


indeed ! /There-ig, no-ſuch; Evil in iSin 10 
fame hes as, there. 4s Merit in rift's 


roads to.ſaqeithee.. Oe 0945.4 20 O19 LE 
POT Er} Dh 09 ter Si 
ba Mercy is-a greater Sin 
thanall thy ocher Sins: This makes thee 
ho the Devil himſelf. - Ic is the Glory:of 
Divine Simers Un ace to. triumph over all the 
worthine£.. ++. Reſolve there: 


ire? will yet follow. God, tho! I have 
him z/-come on: me what will, L 


know be 5s God and notMan,whocan help, 
nay. will be/p, if com> unto him. 1/a. 57. 
x6.I:e9il/ not contend for ever nor be always 

1s. the gina mod jeu before me, 


- FLIES 1+ 


00 amb Sports. ALY 47 
and the Soulf that e made. Tac" q1: 
17. Whex the poor and needy ſeek water; 
and there is one, and their. tongue foi 

for thirſt ; 1ihe Lord will hear them; Ihe 
God of. rael will not forlahe them. When 
it.comes to failing, fainting, ſinking, dys 
ing, then comes help. Be much in Prayer, 
and hold on waiting z God may make 
you ſcek and wait a one time; aye, but 
he will certainly come,and that will man 
amends for all. | 


How, fhall one be willing to die that hath 
not a ſenſe of God's Love ? Ianſwerz when 
we can-ſee: our Love to tho' we can- 
not ſee: Gods Love tows. What are'the 
AQtings of our Soul towards God, when; 
we can ſee no Love in his Diſpenſations 
towards us? As that good Man under: 
great Aﬀiictions,and Diflatisfa&tion about 
the Love of God, at laſt-breaks out; If 
did not love God, why do 1 follow bim, and: 
mourn after bim 2 If thou loveſt God, hers. 
is ground of Comfort 4; thou couldft not; 
love God, if he did noe frſt love'thee:. 
Ir was 2 memorable Anſwer of Mr.Dod,to- 
a godly Miniſter, that ſaid to him a lirtle | 
betore/ his Death, What will you-ſay to 
me, who am going - out of To ace 
and can-find | no-/( ort > . He nt 


$2: duvhs chied out; My God, my 
Og + This Speech much tetreſhed 
jat: godly Mipiſter.  Ochers. of God's 
-Milateo. "wanted, ſenſible Comfort 
their Death, yet they have been able to 
& Faith, and to-ſay,, My God, my God 
AW. Tho*-God's Jenſible Preſence is not 
fl the ſome, yet-his Word and 'Promiye 75x 
he ſpeaks as comfortably in his Word as 
ever, he cannot deny his own Word. 
God ſometimes withdraws Comfort, that 
we may prize his Word more.and depend 
morewumon _ You pleaſe and honour 
God moſt, ! ' can venture 'pour 
Souls on Mo are d-and Promiſe, ' A: 
Faiths of © Recumbency-on Chrift in the 
want of Comfort; doth more honour God 
than the higheſt Faith of Aſfurance. 
Why-ſhould' Death be a Terror to them 
that fear God? rione need 'to fear Death, 
tharare eſcaped from the Dominion of Sin 
andthe Devil. Can you fay you do not 
love Chriſt; and! that you do love Sin ? 
theh' there is cauſe enough tor fear z but. 
this-were to bely the bleſſed Spirit : Fhe 
00d bath hope- m bis Ptath + A hope of 
He; ever ar the Poinr of Death. A-god- 
y-Man's hope can'never fail him, he-may 
neRnfible Comfort, - but he doth ons 


* 


Ir Aab itisa eep'a 
weary:Men afraid'of their Reft,''and of 
none: ro fleep?If Death be an'Enet ', ts 
a {lain Enemy;Chriſt hath been the'Death. 
of Death: And why ſhould thar have Ter. 
ror in it, that hath ne'Life in it > A godly 
Man is a teal'Gainer by- Death : Hega 

more by his Death, than ever' he g Pi 
his Life long, vis.Happineſs and Joy'that 
ſhall never end: Agaih ;'tho* Death ſepa- 
rates'Relations here, yet-Death can-never 
ſeparate the godly Mar's'Soiil and Body 
From Chriſt': Both (Hl! continue united 
unto-Chrift. They Nleepin Jeſus, God is 
fill their God, and therefore ler not the 
Saints'of God be afraid of Dearh. 


PAL Wo; {1'r; Sp TS ples Ure in 


heh that ear bum, mr them tha erm bis 
merey + Then our Prayers pleale'God, 
whe! they'areput'u' 'tohimnt 


dith an 


'6f his Mercy.' Poor trembling Souls. 
rhat" mediture 'nothing Hit" Ferror,. Tittle 
xhink how- it would 3 a7 dry. Predrn 
thern'to hope in his'Mercy:The of: 


Tcious ro themſelves iow 7 thay bd je A 
pleaſed God; bur hope in Ged's Metey;an 
he will rake pleafure in thee. They 


F [Ia egour to t0 God that are moſt adei- 
” ng 5; nhgany Fo of: bis\Mercy. | His 

'” 06 mx rkeg, ſe on Mercy,in all the Ma- 
[auteſtations of it. . Therefore | let poor | 
.-drooping Souls ſtill maintain hope in the -|þ 
-:M4 we #6:God —_ Chuiſe, £473 | 


Xl. 
| Thi certain, in every affiiftive Provi- | 
nce to' Believers, there 5 iS more: Mercy | 
by _n Weak z nay, 'tis all Mercy in rd 
28 and not in Theykare Wrath, but | 
"yy Anger. ,.T ave Supports-un- 
all; ſometimes they may be under de- 
. js 204 _y comforts = God g_ 
.to their they are ready to ſay 
. oby cafteth thowoff my Soul ! But then they 
. have this to ſupport them, they can love 
: God and mourn after his Favour ; tho he 
ſeems to be gone from them, they can look 
ter by cans and. nd Joop for his;Return ; and 
this of Grace,that is more 
—_ _ —_ whole World.' Suſtentati- 
| "Of, hn $2ach Mr Baines, I. thank Ge + oa 


Din,..none. can. be enemparde ies 
_ Grace .dotl mM for Be IEVETS; The ule, 
Jurt. Ve OE all is taken awa 

| they are Gainers by all, 2 Cor.4. 15. 

#4 041ward man, &C. All works for ce 


| (joe 


- all -Betjevers,Heb.8.12. Pardon 


"of Chriſt their Righteou 
come into God's Preſence with as aſſured 
. Welcome, as Adam in Paradiſe, -or the 
\HAagelr- now in Heaven. This thouw/may?ſt 


| bur Belicvetsheve tw 4 
Blefſing. ' The Guilt'of Sin,” the ve 
God'in Chriſt doth quite take ping $a 


clears the Soul 'of Guilt: -Whatr 
is this to ſuch, that by the Graceof uſti- 
fication through Chriſt, they are in God's 
account righteous! And upon the account 

freſk, they may 


be aflnred 'of, that Chriſt will not break 
_ bruiſed Reed, nor quench the. moaking 
Flax. Tho thy Faith'be Jo ſmall, that it 
-yields not Light to others, nor Heat to thy 


own Heart, yet Chrift diſcerns and accepts 
4: | But can a Man have the Exerciſe of 


Grace, and .not know it ; fear Fe = 
not diſten it? 1 anſwer, Yes, 

ces may then be ated, and pr emnd yr by 
others, as well as at any other time. : 


may fear God as truly, and” as much as 


wan, and yer his: ace may not haye 
Light to diſcover it ſelfto him. It may 
have a Being, and w inthe: Torr, 
when it's not clear in thy PP 


ng. 4: ſooiiſolatt Sinner! 4 Fi 
Fs ou-pais Sentence againſt thy ſelf? hot 
”. Jy kOmySins arevery many ! Well, but 
Wo Sha Mencies of God are far more. | O:but 
7 1; Sins-are- very great'? True,” but the 
Metoies of:-God are” far greater. O but 
my. Sins: are of long continuance ! 'True, 
but -yetthy Sins are but Sins of Time; his 
Mercies are: the Mercies of Eternity. O 
but my Sinsare gre ow than'you are aware 
of; [they areCrimion;, Scarlet Sins! How 
t are they ?/' Are they as'preat as the 
ns-of:\Monafſehahatwas a Wizard, that 
Filed \Feruſulem with Blood, yet God'par: 
doned- him? Are they greater than the 
Sins of Mary Magdalen gut ot whom were 
caltſeven Devils,aridyer\God'had Mercy 
for her)? )Q'bur 1 fear the Stock'"ot Mercy 
b quiceſpent! No; tis Meroy: endures for 
' evct,jiewfromevertaſting toeverlaſting. 
Wl: But E-have exceedingly abuſed Mercy;yer 
'. remeomber;thatrhochou haſt finn'd-ag a/nft 
"1 bis Mercy, yet thou haſt nor/finned above 
k-:;Mercy 1.914 unde ly thoughts are: not 
2 it howgh AbayEHIYOUY Ways, 
b. Gs pngty.an ah wr £70: 


=. mn hts above your thoughts and my 
; 2 Ne Oe above your ways, nd, 
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